
ORDINANCE NO. 1089 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF LOS BANOS AMENDING TITLE 9, 
CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE 28, SECTIONS 9-3.2823, 
9-3.2831, 9-3.2832, 9-3.2833, 9-3.2834, 9-3.2835, 
9-3.2836, 9-3.2837 OF THE LOS BANOS 
MUNICIPAL CODE – SIGN REGULATIONS 

 
 
The City Council of the City of Los Banos does hereby ordain as follows: 

 
Section 1.  The City Council of the City of Los Banos does hereby amend Title 9, 

Chapter 3, Article 28, Section 9-3.2823 of the Los Banos Municipal Code to read as 
follows: 
 
Sec. 9-3.2823  Prohibited signs. 
 

In addition to any sign not specifically in accordance with this article, the following signs 
shall be prohibited: 

(a)  Signs having one or a combination of the following characteristics: 
(1)  Obscene or offensive to morals. Containing statements, words, or 

pictures of an obscene, indecent, or immoral character which, 
taken as a whole, appeal to the prurient interest in sex, and which 
signs are patently offensive and, when taken as a whole, do not 
have serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value; 

(2)  Imitative of official signs. Signs (other than when used for traffic 
direction) which contain or are an imitation of an official traffic sign 
or signal, or contain the words stop, go, slow, caution, danger, 
warning, or similar words, or signs which imitate or may be 
construed as other public notices, such as zoning violations, 
building permits, business licenses, and the like; 

(3)  Fluorescent colors. Permanent signs containing fluorescent colors 
as all or part of their copy; 

(4)  Privilege signs. Signs containing the manufacturer's name and/or 
emblem which exceeds one-fourth (1/4) of the face of the sign; 

(5)  Natural despoliation. Signs which are cut, burnt, limed, painted, or 
otherwise marked on a field, tree, rock, or other natural item; and 

(6)  Portable changeable copy signs. Signs designed to have 
changeable copy as a part or all of their copy and which are 
portable and not an integral part of a permanent sign; 

(b)  Moving signs having one or a combination of the following characteristics: 
(1)  Flashing of lights, changing of color intensity, except seasonal 

decorations permitted by subsection (q) of Section 9-3.2822 of this 
article; 

(2)  Animation (such as by mechanical movement of parts of the sign, 
projections on or within the sign, or changes on the shape or 
content of the sign face), except that this subsection shall not 
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exclude "time and temperature" devices approved in accordance 
with this article. This subsection includes, but is not limited to, 
flashing, blinking, flickering, and moving textural messages and 
moving, rotating signs and frames which appear to rotate, except 
seasonal decorations or barber poles; 

(1)  Windblown devices and signs whose movement is designed to 
attract attention, such as pennants, flags, balloons, or other 
inflated objects, or reflective attachments to sign faces, with the 
exception of those which specifically are permitted (as temporary 
signs) by subsection (f) of Section 9-3.2838 of this article and 
subsection (d) of said Section 9-3.2838, or flags which are 
specifically exempt by subsection (g) of said Section 9-3.2838; 

(2)  Banners, with the exception of those which are specifically 
permitted by subsection (f) of Section 9-3.2838 of this article and 
subsection (d) of said Section 9-3.2838; and 

(3)  Where there is any production of smoke, sound, or other 
substances; 

(c)  Signs which are portable, "A" frame and "I" frame signs and reader board 
signs; 

(d)  Obstructive to use or visibility or in hazardous locations. No sign shall be 
erected in any manner which sign, in whole or in part, would create a 
hazardous condition to pedestrian or traffic alike, either by obstructing the 
free use of exits, buildings, or sites, or by creating visual distractions, 
whether by color, sound, glare, or representing a traffic control device. 
This is in addition to other provisions of this Code; and 

(e)  Signs in one or more of the following locations: 
(1)  Roof signs. Roof signs located above the roof ridge line; 
(2)  Signs on vehicles. 
(i)  No vehicle may be used as a platform or substitute for a billboard, 

freestanding sign, or movable sign, whether parked on private 
property or the public right-of-way. This subsection is specifically 
intended to include the use of vehicles as freestanding or off-
premises signs, 

(ii)  No vehicle, trailer, camper, boat, or other mobile equipment 
displaying any sign, advertisement or device for the purpose of 
advertising that said vehicle, trailer, camper, boat, or other mobile 
equipment is for sale shall be parked on any private property, 
except duly licensed sales lots. Exception: The display of one 
vehicle, trailer, camper, boat, or other mobile equipment for sale 
on private property of the owner of such vehicle, trailer, camper, 
boat, or other mobile equipment which property is residentially-
zoned and improved with a dwelling, shall be permitted provided 
any advertising sign is not more than ten (10") inches by twelve 
(12") inches in size, is placed on or within such vehicle, trailer, 
camper, boat, or other mobile equipment and such display 
complies with all other sections of this code; 

(3)  Bus bench signs. Signs located on benches or on other similar 
structures provided for the use of passengers along the route of a 
bus shall be prohibited; 
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(4)  In storage. Signs may not be located on premises so as to be 
visible from beyond the property line after removal, prior to 
erection, or while in storage; and 

(5)  Miscellaneous temporary signs and posters. The tacking, posting, 
or otherwise affixing of signs of a miscellaneous character, visible 
from a public way, located on the walls of buildings, barns, and 
sheds, or on trees, poles, posts, fences, or other structures shall 
be prohibited, unless specifically permitted by this article. 

(f)  Strings of lights not permanently mounted to a rigid background except 
those exempt by Section 9-3.2822(q). 

 
Section 2.  The City Council of the City of Los Banos does hereby amend Title 9, 

Chapter 3, Article 28, Section 9-3.2831 of the Los Banos Municipal Code to add 
subsection (f) to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 9-3.2831  Residential Districts (R-1), (R-2), (R-3), and (P-D). 
 

Permitted signage for the residential districts shall be as follows: 
(a)  Type. 

(1)  Single-family residences. Sign (one) shall be a wall sign. 
(2)  Multiple-family residences. Signs may be wall, freestanding, or 

monument. 
(3)  Planned unit developments. Signs shall be approved in 

conjunction with the P-D District Plan, or amendment thereto, 
through a use permit. 

(4)  Professional office developments. Signs may be wall, 
freestanding, monument, canopy, or under-canopy. 

(5)  Churches, civic and community buildings, parks, and schools. 
Signs may be wall, freestanding, monument, canopy, or under-
canopy. 

(b)  Size. 
(1)  Single-family residences. The sign display area shall not exceed 

two (2) square feet. 
(2)  Multiple-family residences. The total sign display area shall not 

exceed one-fourth (1/4) square foot per lineal foot of frontage; only 
one freestanding or monument sign per street frontage shall be 
permitted, with a maximum twenty-four (24) square feet of display 
area. 

(3)  Professional office developments. The total wall sign display area 
shall not exceed one-half (1/2) square foot per lineal foot of 
frontage; freestanding or monument signs shall be limited to one 
with thirty-two (32) square feet of display area, except when an 
office building has more than one tenant, individual low-profile 
signs shall be uniform in construction (except for copy) and shall 
not exceed four (4') feet in width per business. Such low-profile 
signs shall be limited to copy on one side and placed parallel to 
the street. 

(4)  Churches, civic and community buildings, parks, and schools. The 
total wall sign display shall not exceed one-half (1/2) square foot 
per lineal foot of frontage or seventy-five (75) square feet, 
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whichever is less; freestanding or monument signs shall be limited 
to one with thirty-two (32) square feet of display area. 

(c)  Height. 
(1)  For single-family and multiple-family residences, the maximum 

height of freestanding or monument signs shall be four (4') feet. All 
other signs shall be located below the roof line. 

(2)  For professional office developments, churches, civic and 
community buildings, parks, and schools, the maximum height of 
freestanding or monument signs shall be six (6') feet. All other 
signs shall be located below the roof line. 

(d)  Location. All signs shall be located on private property and in accordance 
with the sign standards contained in this article. 

(e)  Lighting. Signs may be non-illuminated or indirectly illuminated only. 
(f) Animated signs are acceptable provided the length of display is 

appropriate.  Each message shall be displayed for a period of at least 
eight (8) seconds. The sign shall remain blank (no messages or display) 
for at least one (1) second between displays. The messages and displays 
shall not appear in incremental stages or move across the changeable 
copy sign face. The software manufacturer and the software installer shall 
certify to the city that the software for the computer which controls the 
sign has been designed to and can only operate the sign at the approved 
on and off intervals. 

 
Section 3.  The City Council of the City of Los Banos does hereby amend Title 9, 

Chapter 3, Article 28, Section 9-3.2832 of the Los Banos Municipal Code to add 
subsection (f) to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 9-3.2832  Neighborhood Commercial District (C-N). 
 

Permitted signage for the Neighborhood Commercial District shall be as follows: 
(a)  Type. Signs may be wall, freestanding, monument, canopy, under-

canopy, or marquee. 
(b)  Size. 

(1)  Wall, canopy, under-canopy, and marquee signs shall not exceed 
one-half (1/2) square foot of aggregate display area per lineal foot 
of frontage. 

(2)  One freestanding or monument sign with a maximum of thirty-two 
(32) square feet of display area shall be allowed, except when an 
office building or commercial complex has more than one tenant, 
individual low-profile freestanding signs for each tenant may be 
permitted in lieu of a single freestanding sign for the site. Such 
low-profile signs shall be uniform in construction (except for copy) 
and shall not exceed four (4') feet in height, eight (8') feet in 
length, and two (2') feet in width per business. Such low-profile 
signs shall be limited to copy on one side and placed parallel to 
the street. 

(c)  Height. 
(1)  The maximum height of freestanding and monument signs shall 

be eight (8') feet. 
(2)  All other signs shall be located below the roof ridge line. 
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(d)  Location. All signs shall be located on private property and in accordance 
with the sign standards contained in this article. 

(e)  Lighting. Signs may be directly illuminated, indirectly illuminated, or non-
illuminated as applies to the type of sign. 

(f) Animated signs are acceptable provided the length of display is 
appropriate.  Each message shall be displayed for a period of at least 
eight (8) seconds. The sign shall remain blank (no messages or display) 
for at least one (1) second between displays. The messages and displays 
shall not appear in incremental stages or move across the changeable 
copy sign face. The software manufacturer and the software installer shall 
certify to the city that the software for the computer which controls the 
sign has been designed to and can only operate the sign at the approved 
on and off intervals. 

 
Section 4.  The City Council of the City of Los Banos does hereby amend Title 9, 

Chapter 3, Article 28, Section 9-3.2833 of the Los Banos Municipal Code to add 
subsection (f) to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 9-3.2833  Retail Commercial District (C-1). 
 

Permitted signage for the Retail Commercial District shall be as follows: 
(a)  Type. Signs may be wall, freestanding, monument, canopy, under-

canopy, or marquee. 
(b)  Size. 

(1)  Wall, canopy, under-canopy, and marquee signs shall not exceed 
three-fourths (3/4) square foot of aggregate display area per lineal 
foot of frontage. Wall, canopy under-canopy, roof, and marquee 
signs shall not exceed one square foot of aggregate sign display 
area for each lineal foot of building frontage to which the sign is 
attached. 

(2)  One freestanding or monument sign with a maximum of thirty-two 
(32) square feet of display area shall be allowed on each street 
frontage of more than fifty (50') feet. Where two (2) or more 
freestanding or monument signs are allowed on a single street 
frontage, one freestanding or monument sign with a maximum of 
fifty (50) square feet of display area may be used in lieu of several 
signs on the same frontage. 

(c)  Height. 
(1)  The maximum height of freestanding and monument signs shall 

be fifteen (15') feet. 
(2)  All other signs shall be located below the roof ridge line. 

(d)  Location. All signs shall be located on private property and in accordance 
with the sign standards contained in this article, except that canopy, 
under-canopy, and marquee signs may extend over the public sidewalk 
provided a minimum clearance of eight (8') feet is maintained, and the 
sign is no closer than two (2') feet from the curb face. 

(e)  Lighting. Signs may be directly illuminated, indirectly illuminated, or non-
illuminated as applies to the type of sign. 

(f) Animated signs are acceptable provided the length of display is 
appropriate.  Each message shall be displayed for a period of at least 
eight (8) seconds. The sign shall remain blank (no messages or display) 
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for at least one (1) second between displays. The messages and displays 
shall not appear in incremental stages or move across the changeable 
copy sign face. The software manufacturer and the software installer shall 
certify to the city that the software for the computer which controls the 
sign has been designed to and can only operate the sign at the approved 
on and off intervals. 

 
Section 5.  The City Council of the City of Los Banos does hereby amend Title 9, 

Chapter 3, Article 28, Section 9-3.2834 of the Los Banos Municipal Code to add 
subsection (f) to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 9-3.2834  General Commercial District (C-2). 
 

Permitted signage for the General Commercial District shall be as follows: 
(a)  Type. Signs may be wall, roof, freestanding, monument, canopy, under-

canopy, or marquee. 
(b)  Size. 

(1)  Wall, canopy, under-canopy, roof, and marquee signs shall not 
exceed one square foot of aggregate sign display area for each 
lineal foot of building frontage to which the sign is attached. 

(2)  One freestanding or monument sign with a maximum of fifty (50) 
square feet of display area shall be allowed on each street 
frontage of more than fifty (50') feet. 

(3)  Where a street frontage is greater than 200 lineal feet, one 
freestanding or monument sign with a maximum of fifty (50) 
square feet of display area shall be allowed for each full 200 lineal 
feet of street frontage. 

(4)  Where two (2) or more freestanding or monument signs are 
allowed on a single street frontage, one freestanding or monument 
sign with a maximum of 100 square feet of display area may be 
used in lieu of two (2) signs on the same frontage. 

(c)  Height. 
(1)  The maximum height of freestanding and monument signs shall 

be twenty (20') feet. 
(2)  All other signs shall be located below the roof ridge line. 

(d)  Location. All signs shall be located on private property and in accordance 
with the sign standards contained in this article. 

(e)  Lighting. Signs may be directly illuminated, indirectly illuminated, or non-
illuminated as applies to the type of sign. 

(f) Animated signs are acceptable provided the length of display is 
appropriate.  Each message shall be displayed for a period of at least 
eight (8) seconds. The sign shall remain blank (no messages or display) 
for at least one (1) second between displays. The messages and displays 
shall not appear in incremental stages or move across the changeable 
copy sign face. The software manufacturer and the software installer shall 
certify to the city that the software for the computer which controls the 
sign has been designed to and can only operate the sign at the approved 
on and off intervals. 
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Section 6.  The City Council of the City of Los Banos does hereby amend Title 9, 
Chapter 3, Article 28, Section 9-3.2835 of the Los Banos Municipal Code to add 
subsection (f) to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 9-3.2835  Highway Commercial District (H-C). 
 

Permitted signage for the Highway Commercial District shall be as follows: 
(a) Type. 

(1) Signs may be wall, roof, freestanding, monument, canopy, under-
canopy, or marquee. 

(2) Billboards may be allowed by use permit in undeveloped areas, 
subject to the standards set forth in subsection (j) of Section 9-
3.2838 of this article. 

(b)  Size. 
(1)  Wall, canopy, under-canopy, roof, and marquee signs shall not 

exceed one square foot of aggregate sign display area for each 
lineal foot of building frontage to which the sign is attached. 

(2)  One freestanding or monument sign with a maximum of fifty (50) 
square feet of display area shall be allowed on each street 
frontage of more than fifty (50') feet. 

(3)  Where a street frontage is greater than 200 lineal feet, one 
freestanding or monument sign with a maximum of fifty (50) 
square feet of display area shall be allowed for each full 200 lineal 
feet of street frontage. 

(4)  Where two (2) or more freestanding or monument signs are 
allowed on a single street frontage, one freestanding or monument 
sign with a maximum of 100 square feet of display area may be 
used in lieu of two (2) signs on the same frontage. 

(c)  Height. 
(1)  The maximum height of freestanding and monument signs shall 

be twenty (20') feet. 
(2)  All other signs shall be located below the roof ridge line. 

(d)  Location. All signs shall be located on private property and in accordance 
with the sign standards contained in this article. 

(e)  Lighting. Signs may be directly illuminated, indirectly illuminated, or non-
illuminated as applies to the type of sign. 

(f) Animated signs are acceptable provided the length of display is 
appropriate.  Each message shall be displayed for a period of at least 
eight (8) seconds. The sign shall remain blank (no messages or display) 
for at least one (1) second between displays. The messages and displays 
shall not appear in incremental stages or move across the changeable 
copy sign face. The software manufacturer and the software installer shall 
certify to the city that the software for the computer which controls the 
sign has been designed to and can only operate the sign at the approved 
on and off intervals. 

 
Section 7.  The City Council of the City of Los Banos does hereby amend Title 9, 

Chapter 3, Article 28, Section 9-3.2836 of the Los Banos Municipal Code to add 
subsection (f) to read as follows: 
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Sec. 9-3.2836  Planned Industrial District (PM). 
 

Permitted signage for the Planned Industrial District shall be as follows: 
(a)  Type. 

(1)  Signs may be wall, freestanding, monument, canopy, under-
canopy, or marquee. 

(2)  Billboards may be allowed by use permit in undeveloped areas, 
subject to the standards set forth in subsection (j) of Section 9-
3.2838 of this article. 

(b)  Size. 
(1)  Wall, canopy, under-canopy, roof, and marquee signs shall not 

exceed one square foot of aggregate sign display area for each 
lineal foot of building frontage to which the sign is attached. 

(2)  One freestanding or monument style sign with a maximum of fifty 
(50) square feet of display area shall be allowed on each street 
frontage of more than fifty (50') feet. 

(3)  When an office, research, or industrial complex has more than 
one tenant, individual low-profile freestanding signs for each 
tenant may be permitted in lieu of a single freestanding sign for 
the site as set forth in subsection (2) of this subsection. Such low-
profile signs shall be uniform in construction (except for copy) and 
shall not exceed four (4') feet in height, eight (8') feet in length, 
and two (2') feet in width per business. Such low-profile signs shall 
be limited to copy on one side and placed parallel to the street. 

(c)  Height. 
(1)  The maximum height of freestanding and monument signs shall 

be fifteen (15') feet. 
(2)  All other signs shall be located below the roof ridge line. 

(d)  Location. All signs shall be located on private property and in accordance 
with the sign standards contained in this article. 

(e)  Lighting. Signs may be directly illuminated, indirectly illuminated, or non-
illuminated as permitted for the sign type. 

(f) Animated signs are acceptable provided the length of display is 
appropriate.  Each message shall be displayed for a period of at least 
eight (8) seconds. The sign shall remain blank (no messages or display) 
for at least one (1) second between displays. The messages and displays 
shall not appear in incremental stages or move across the changeable 
copy sign face. The software manufacturer and the software installer shall 
certify to the city that the software for the computer which controls the 
sign has been designed to and can only operate the sign at the approved 
on and off intervals. 

 
Section 8.  The City Council of the City of Los Banos does hereby amend Title 9, 

Chapter 3, Article 28, Section 9-3.2837 of the Los Banos Municipal Code to subsection 
(f) to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 9-3.2837 General Industrial District (M).  
 

Permitted signage for the General Industrial District shall be as follows:  
(a)  Type.  
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(1)  Signs may be wall, roof, freestanding, monument, canopy, under-
canopy, or marquee.  

(2)  Billboards may be allowed by use permit in undeveloped areas, 
subject to the standards set forth in subsection (j) of Section 9-
3.2838 of this article. 

(b)  Size.  
(1)  Wall, canopy, under-canopy, roof, and marquee signs shall not 

exceed one square foot of aggregate sign display area for each 
lineal foot of building frontage to which the sign is attached.  

(2)  One freestanding or monument sign with a maximum of fifty (50) 
square feet of display area shall be allowed on each street 
frontage of more than fifty (50') feet.  

(3)  Where a street frontage is greater than 200 lineal feet, one 
freestanding or monument style sign with a maximum of fifty (50) 
square feet of display area shall be allowed for each full 200 lineal 
feet of street frontage.  

(4)  Where two (2) or more freestanding or monument signs are 
allowed on a single street frontage, one freestanding or monument 
sign with a maximum of 100 square feet of display area may be 
used in lieu of two (2) signs on the same frontage.  

(c)  Height.  
(1)  The maximum height of freestanding and monument signs shall 

be twenty (20') feet.  
(2)  All other signs shall be located below the roof ridge line.  

(d)  Location. All signs shall be located on private property and in accordance 
with the sign standards contained in this article.  

(e)  Lighting. Signs may be directly illuminated, indirectly illuminated, or non-
illuminated as applies to the type of sign.  

(f) Animated signs are acceptable provided the length of display is 
appropriate.  Each message shall be displayed for a period of at least 
eight (8) seconds. The sign shall remain blank (no messages or display) 
for at least one (1) second between displays. The messages and displays 
shall not appear in incremental stages or move across the changeable 
copy sign face. The software manufacturer and the software installer shall 
certify to the city that the software for the computer which controls the 
sign has been designed to and can only operate the sign at the approved 
on and off intervals. 

 
 Section 9.  To the extent that the terms and provisions of this Ordinance may be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the terms or conditions of any prior City ordinance, 
motion, resolution, rule or regulation governing the same subject, the terms of this 
Ordinance shall prevail with respect to the subject matter thereof and such inconsistent 
or conflicting provisions of prior ordinances, motions, resolutions, rules or regulations 
are hereby repealed. 
 
 Section 10.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause 
or phrase added by this Ordinance, or any part thereof, is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional or invalid or ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
decision shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this 
Ordinance or any part thereof.  The City Council hereby declares that it would have 
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passed each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase 
thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more subsections, subdivisions, 
paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases are declared unconstitutional, invalid or 
ineffective. 
 
 Section 11.  This Ordinance shall go into effect and be in full force and operation 
thirty (30) days after its final passage and adoption.  The City Clerk shall certify to the 
adoption of this Ordinance and cause the same to be posted and published once within 
fifteen days after passage and adoption as may be required by law; or, in the alternative 
the City Clerk may cause to be published a summary of this Ordinance and a certified 
copy of the text of this Ordinance shall be posted in the Office of the City Clerk five days 
prior to the date of adoption of this Ordinance; and, within fifteen days after adoption, 
the City Clerk shall cause to be published, the aforementioned summary and shall post 
a certified copy of this Ordinance, together with the vote for and against the same, in the 
Office of the City Clerk. 
 
 Introduced by Council Member Sousa and seconded by Council Member Stone 
on the 6th day of January 2010. 
 
 Passed on the 20th day of January 2010 by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  Council Members Sousa, Stone, Mayor Jones 
 NOES: Council Member Villalta 
 ABSENT: Council Member Faria 
      
        APPROVED: 
 
 

__/s/   Tommy Jones _________ 
        Tommy Jones, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

__/s/  Lucille L. Mallonee________ 
Lucille L. Mallonee, City Clerk 


