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Parks Master Plan Executive Summary

EXECUTIVBUMMARY

Purpose. The new Los Banos Parks Master Plan will guide the Parks and Recreation Division,
Parks and Recreation Commission, and staff in allocating resources over the ngityears

or more and to adapt to changing conditions and population needs. The Parks Madan

has been informed by substantial community input, demographics and current trends
analyses, assessment of parks and facilities, and existing and new policies. The Master Plan
describes various types of parks and identifies park facilities and accesmprovements
AAGECT AA O1F 1 AET OAET AT A EIPOITOGA ,10 "AlT1T 06

4EEO OAAOEIT bDOT OEAAO Al 1 OAOOEAx 1 &£ OEA AAII

association with poverty levels forthe City of Los Banos. Los Banos has experienced
relatively slow population growth in comparison to the County of Merced and the State of
California. The analysis uses data from U.S. Census Bureau (2@D47) American
Community Survey estimates and théanomic Conditions and Trends Repofideveloped

by BAE Urban Economics in coordination with PlaceWorks for the Los Banos General Plan
2040 Update. The BAE report was developed in conjunction with the Los Banos 2040 General
Plan. The Census and American Commty survey data were taken in 2015 and 2017.

Population ForecastPopulation growth is a key factor for increasing demands for parks and
recreation facilities in most areas. Demographic characteristics can influence the level of
service for parks in theCity of Los Banos. The current population for the City of Los Banos
is 41,898 according to 2019 data from the California Department of Finance. The population
projections in Table 1 below represent a 35 percent growth rate from 2015 to 2035 and2®
percent growth rate from 2020 to 2035.

Tablel
Population Projections
2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 Total Average
Growth Rate Growth Rate
Los Banos 38,681 41,898 44,785 48,634 52,349 35% 7.8%

Age Distribution. The biggest age groups are 25 to 45 comprising more than ofieurth of
OEA #EOUGO bDibpOIl AOEIT T 8 2A0EAAT OO 1T OAO wvu
population.

Race/Ethnicity. Race/Ethnicity plays alarge part in the utilization of parks and thelevel of
participation in various activities. This couldhelp highlight areas of the City where a park
might be better utilized than others. The Hispanic population group (70.6%) is the
predominate ethnic group within Los Banos and continues with an increental growth
trend. The nonHispanic ethnic groups are the next largest ethnic groucombining White,

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Parks Master Plan Executive Summary

Black/African American, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian and other
Pacific ethnicitiesat 29.4%), which has exhibiteda declining trend.

Households.In 2017, there were approximately 11,364 total housing units according to the
U.S.Censuis. The percentage of residents owning their households isimilar to renter-
occupied households. Park utilization can bedirectly tied to locations. Typically, parks
located in areas where the housing prices and income are lower will be better utilized
compared to other neighborhoods.The median price for a home in Los Banos in 2017 was
approximately $226,700. According tothe Los Banos average home price, 2,368 owner
occupied homesare below the Los Banos average.

Socioeconomics.Trends in park planning illustrate that people with more disposable

incomes tend to be more active and patrticipate in physical andometimesmore expensive

types of leisure activities while many low-income families take advantage of free or lowzost

recreation opportunities, such as playing in parks and attending Citgponsored programs

and events. The average California median income is $71,8@ghtyDP AOAAT O 1T £ # Al E /
median income is $57,444A disadvantaged community has a household median income

below 80 percent of the State median incomeThe median household income in Los Banos,

CA in 2017 was $48,410Therefore, the City of Los Banoss considered a disadvantaged
community. A significantnumber of households, roughly60 percent, are living below the

poverty line.

Health and Related Issued here are two major public health concerns facing Los Banwoair
guality and obesity. A parks master plan can assist in reducing the effect both these issues.

Air Pollution is a major issue in the San Joaquin Valley. Hemmed in by mountains and rarely
having strong winds, pollution is exacerbated by stagnant welaer, coming mainly from
diesel and gasolinefueled vehicles and agricultural operationsDiseases that may be caused
by or exacerbated by poor air quality include asthma and asthma attacks, valley feydung
and heart disease, cancer, and mor&urthermore, the inclusion of parksin a community
does promote a healthier lifestyle, which can reduce the ailmentsften exacerbated by poor
air quality. In 2015, the County of Merced héian adult obesity rate of nearly31 percent,
even though, 68 percent of residents have access toavailable exercise opportunities.
Furthermore, there is a higher prevalence of obesity among peopleith low incomes and
Latinos than among people of higkr incomes or peoplewho are white.

1 Center forDiseaseControl (CDC) claimwalley feveris endemic in the San Joaquin Valley. This fever is caused by fungus
in the soil getting trapped in the air and inhaled by residentst can causgpneumoniaand is especially dangerous for
seniors.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Parks Master Plan Executive Summary

QK prepared a public outreach planthat was reviewed by the Citystaff for their input and
acceptancebefore the outreach process began

Parks and Recreation Staff. QK met with

the ParksDivision Manager and the Parks PARKS NASTER FLAN

Foreman and later met withthe Parks and 2 W
Recreation Commission, key sports TN zﬁsm’!g
organizations, educators, and other key =y ‘
stakeholders as defined by the Cityarks LOS BANOS

and Recreation Managerto discuss the
project and solicit comments, issues,
problems, and preferencs. The one-day

: . : PARKS MASTER PLAN
event (approximately six hours) included COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #2
prearranged timeslots to interview

individuals and  solicit  responses. Please Join Us %
Interviewees also hal the opportunity to :
offer their own input regardless of the 6:30 - 7.30PM 3
pre pared questionsl ot the Los Banos Community Center

545 Tt 5t Los Danns A, 93825

StakehOIder Intewlews' The StakehOIder Flauze tonlaz, 20k & escsalon Cpealions Mozogs:
survey questions were based on input Joe Heim tor ang questions regatdiny 1hts event

. . L AZ0A) FZTG A or emngcl Joe Hel 3o hancs.on
gathered from the site tourswith Parks

and Recreation Operations Manager anc Smacks ond afrosbments pravided.
included questions about key issues such
asdesired park improvements, frequency The ad appeared in the Los Banos Enterprise

of use and popularity of certain parksa newpaper and a similar flyer was sent iremails
Regonal Sports Complex, Colorado and posted on prominent sites throughout the

Ballpark, and the potential for an aquatic ~ CV. Flvers and posters were printed in English

center. QK team membersnterviewed the and Spanish. Attendance at the first workshop
stakeholders on November 19, 2019at surpassed 100 restdert.

the Los Banos Community Center and

provided the opportunity for stakeholders who were unable toattend the interview to
participate via an email survey. The stakeholders preferred to see a regional sports facility
on the west side. Their preference for the types of amenities that they would like to see were
ranked in this order:

Splash Park

Outdoor Pool (a downtown location preferred);
Expand Current Parks

Increase the number and length of trails

Teen Club

More picnic areas and picnic sheltersand
More playgrounds

NogarwdhE

Parks Master Plan February 2021
City of Los Banos Page3



Parks Master Plan Executive Summary

Workshop #1: Introduction to the Parks Master PlanQK ®nducted Workshop #1 that
included an overview of the Parks Master Plan and the planning process; a brief tour with
imagesof ©OOOAT O # EQOU 1| Aocal ireGional Aahding@iénal Behds EatdMNational
Parks and Recreation Association (NRPA) guidelines
This meeting was held in the evening over a
approximately two-hour period on January 9, 2020The
meeting was divided into three parts? exhibit boards
with voting dots; a project PowerPoint presentation with
real time response survey;and aquestion and answer
period/open mic discussion by the consultant and N
participants who individually expressed their ideas and - = = §
concerns. gt

Meeting with Community Development DirectorThe City ¢l
of Los Banos 2040 General Plan Update was underway i W
the time the Parks Master Plan project was in process. Q
had one meeting with the Community and Economic
Development Director to collect informaion on the @
General Plan progress and to gather input on possible Worksho participants used
locations for a regional sports park. The Community 601 OET ¢ Al 60
Development Director has suggested to the QK team the recreational amenity

the goals and policies that are derived from the Parks preferences, their favorite park,
Master Plan process will likdy be included in the General and where they lived on a map
Plan update. of the city.

Workshop #2: Renovations and New ParksOn March 19,# Al E /EIGOvierkoA Gadin
Newsom ordereda statewide mandate fomearly all residents to stay home and limit social
interaction until further notice to try to slow the spread of COVID19. As a result, large
gatherings such as a public workshop were postponed by the City of Los Banos. Workshop
#2 was heldnearly a haltyear later September 10, 2020Qvia a ZoomVideo Webinar hosted
by QK over an approximately oneand-a-half-hour period. Our team was assisted in the
webinar with the help of Joe Heim, Parkend Recreation OperationsManager. Using a
graphic presentation, survey questionsppportunities for comment QK was able to satit
input and feedback from the public. The workshop include a recapsummary of the surveys
and input provided from the first workshop; survey questions on a variety of topics; and a
timeline for completion of the master plan. The workshop also included exhibits for
improvements to Focus Area parks (see SectionFocus Areas for exhibits of proposed new
park sites and renovated parks)Colorado Ballpark, A Sports Complex, ad a newRegional
Sports Complexand new aquatic center.

Participants were asked to prioritize types of facilitiesfor new and renovated parks and to
select their preferred locations for a skatepark, pickleball courts, and new restroom facilities.

The material was also provided for inclusion to the City's website fo public consumption
and comments.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Parks Master Plan Executive Summary

Some of the results of the Workshop and simultaneous online survey hosted by the City
included the following. The results of the Focus Area par&guestion and answer portion of
the survey included the selection of the preferred Concept Site Plan for each park and the
preferred amenities for each park as desired by the community.

Parks and Recreation Commission Meetilsg On October 20, 2020a virtual presentation
was held with the City Parks and Recreation Commission to present a summary of the draft
Parks Master Plan and gather any input they might have after reviewing the document and
the summary presentation. A second virtual meeting was heldn December 10, 2020 to
gather additional input from the Commission. At the end of the meeting, the commissioners
unanimously voted to recommend the master plan for approval to the City Council.

City Council Meeting. On February 3, 2021, a virtual presentation was held with the City
Council to present a summary of the draft Parks Master Plan and gather any input they might
have after reviewing the document and the summary presentation.

Community Vision and GoalsPrior to the start of the Parks Master Plan, the City identified

six goals during thespan of this project. During the planning process and community and
stakeholder outreach, additional goals were added as well as a list of policies to pursue to

meet those goals. A review of pagtolicies that were not yet completely implemented or

policies that could be maintained which were identified in the 2030 General Plan or earlier

#EOU 1T £ ,10 "ATT1 06 0AOEO - AOOAO 01 AT O xAOA OA
identified in Secton 9z Action Plan The vision and six initial goals are as follows:

1 Vision.The City of Los Banos has held a lorsganding vision toO# OAAOA #T 1 1 OT F
OEOT OGE O0AI PI Ah O0AOEO AT A 0071 COAl 068
1 GoalsPrior to the kick-off of the Parks Master Plan with the i@/ of Los Banos and the
consultant team, the City wanted to achieve at least six goals during the course of this
project. During the planning process and public outreach with the community and
stakeholders, additional goals were identified as well as asli of policies to pursue to
meet those goals. A review of past policies that were not yet implemented or policies
that could be maintained and were identified in the 2030 General Plan or earlier City
IT£ ,7T0 "AT1T 06 0AOEO - AOOAeadimte jdal©anckphlicids OA OE /
identified in Section9 g Action Plan The six initial goals are as follows:
0 GOALIncrease capacity to meet future demand (population growth).
0 GOAL. Provide a system of park classifications and amenity requirements for
future parks that serve their intended purpose.
0 GOALDevelop a definitive program for renovation of existing recreation facilities
and development of future facilities.
0 GOALUmprove connectivity to parks.
GOAL.Expand financial opportunities.
0 GOALAddress accessibility including park visitors with disabilities.

o

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Parks Master Plan Executive Summary

Since the provision of public parks and recreation services can be influenced by demographic
preferences the Master Plan process identified locategional,and national recreation trends
that help define what Los Banos residentsnay beseekingeither now or as the City grows
Resident demographics using local community input and research of relevant trendsritical
insights that help to plan for the future can be found. This section reviews locaegional,and

T AOETT Al OAAOAAOEIT OOAT AO OAI AOGEOA O ,10

Local Trends.Local trends were identified by listening to the residents of Los Banos to
determine their interests and desires for recreation amenities in the City. A preference by
the community is not necessarily a trend but a preference may result because it is a trend.
The top three trends thatthe consultant team heard from listening and from survey input
included the following:

1 Skatepark that could hold regional competitions;
1 Pickleball courts throughout the community; and
1 Splash parks.

Recent park renovations in nearby communities in Merd County can also reflect the trends
that are occurring locally. Local parks that were recently renovated contained amenities
such asplash padutdoor stage, new benches welded bipcal high school students graffiti
resistant picnic tables, anda lighted jogging pathwith exercise statiors. Lighted basketball
courts and shade for playgrounds remain a continuous trend in the county. A recently
completed park in Merced, McNamara Park, included synthetic turf soccer fields, splash play,
fencing and enty gate designed and welded by local high school students, mural wall
designed and painted by the UC Merced art students, climbing play structure, and security
cameras.

Regional Trends in Park Ratios and Park AccesBlost Los Banos residents (84%) lie less
than a half mile from a park andhe City hasa park ratio of more than six acres per 1,000
residents, which would be closer to the ratios within the Bay Area despite a lower median
household income. The cities with similar populations to Los Banos ilucle Danville and

. AxAOES $AT OEI 1 A6O ' AT AOAI o1 AT AT A AOOOA

p8oh OAOPAAOEOAI US . AxAOEGSO ' AT AOAT 01 Al
3.0 and 3.11, respectively.
Regional Trendsin Fadlities. Many communities throughout California are expressing

interest in bringing a regional sports complex to their city. Oubf-town visitors can have a
big economic impact from a regional sports park since their spending is new money being

introduced into the local economy., T O " AT 1T 08 1 1-BdndHighway #0fadokad A 1

the crossroads of Highway 152 and Highway 165 provides it with easy access to airports in

Fresno, Oakland, San Jose, San Francisco, and is a short distance from the Sacrament

International Airport. Within a two -hour drive, a sports complex could attract teams from
San Francisco, Oakland, San Jose, and the Central Valley. Within a-liour drive the
complex could attract teams from Los Angeles, Sacramento, and ReAdditionally, Los

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Parks Master Plan Executive Summary

Banos offers large parcels of land for development and over 300 days of sunshine per year.
The benefits of a Regional Facility in Los Banos would also go beyond the financial stability
of the Los Banos Parks & Recreation Divisidsut could also adrance tourism to the area.

Regional trendsmay identify recreational facilities being proposed by cities throughout
California, particularly in central California, southern California, and the Bay AreaSome of
the more common themes include a focus on alking and hiking; outdoor pools with an
emphasis on swimming and competitios; and team sports.Pools also included recreational
pools, water slides, wet play/splash play areas, and shallow areas or separate pools for
swimming lessons.

Recent trends related to concerns over football concussions, has sparked a new interest in
touch football. Socce as a yearround sport can have immense pressure on natural fields.
Future recommendations suggest cities consider constructing a ratio of orte every three
sports fields as lighted, synthetic turf fields wherever sports complexes are being planthe
Long-term water and maintenance cost savings will benefit the sustainability of City
operations. Trends towards renewable energy where appropriate to reducesnergy costs
were also found

Playgrounds that ncorporated new types of play elements and featuresugh as: music
gardens; nature play components and nature play areas along trail corridors; and
destination or themed playgrounds were popular.Diversified recreation opportunities that
could mix all ages and all interestscluded adding facilities such & bocce courts, a bike skills
area/pump track, pickleball courts, exercisestations, and climbing structures.

While Los Banos appears t@rovide its residents with the majority of popular regional
trends, the need is to repair, replace, improve, and maain where needed. This plan )
AT AOI AT O xEI1 AAAOAOO OEA #EOUB6O PAOE 1 AAAOS

National Trends. According to OEA O¢mpw . 20! ! CAT Ak P&AOA O ,
Facilities,0 O E 20 re€réafional facilities in the United States are, in the following order:

1. Playgrounds

2. Basketball Courts
3. Indoor Tennis Courts

4. Youth Baseball Fields

5. Adult Softball Fields

6. Rectangular Multipurpose Fields

7. Diamond Fields: SoftbaHlYouth;

8. Dog Parks

9. Diamond Fields: BasebalAdult; and
10. Outdoor Swimming Pools

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Other national trends include:

)l
)l

Combatting Obesity RatesSpecifically combatting the increasing rate of obesity has
become a national trend.

Combatting Increase in Opioid Use. Given the rise in opioid use nationwide, the
design of parks, where much drug use may tak@lace after normal operating hours,
is an important factor that could kelp stem the progression of opioid use.Design
changes include, but are not limited to, improving sight lines near restrooms,
eliminating potential hiding places, changing the placemen or removing benches
altogether, and installing additional safety lighting.

Nationwide Fitness Activity. High impact intensity training (HIIT) and crosstraining
style workouts, or CrossFitand the exercise equipment that encourages such work
outs, are two of the top trending aerobic activities.

Technology.In the near or distant future, park and recreation agencies may embrace
the use of technology for a variety of purposes, including monitoringystems such as
beacon counters and geofencesbiometric identification at entrances to public
facilities and programs and use of drones for surveillance.

eSports.Several park agenciewill sponsor eSports tournamentghat combine digital
gaming with supplemental events and physical activity challengeand provide an
opportunity for park and recreation agenciesto attract and engage youth.

Dog ParksDog parks are one of the fastest growing types of parks in the country.
Many dog parks include two separate fenced aregsone for large dogs and one for
small dogs.

Themed Playgrounds and Splash ParksThemed playgrounds and splash parks
continue to be a popular trend.

Increase in Indoor Activities. Some traditional public park facilities are being
replaced by indoor commercial recreation experiences.With some areas of the
country like Los Banosxperiencing extreme heat in the summer, there is a growing
market for indoor pay-to-play recreation.

Outdoor Yoga.Yoga is one of the fastegjrowing wellness trends, and its popularity
is only expected to climbTwenty million Americans currently practice yoga.Nearly
one third of yoga enthusiasts practice the activity outdoors.

Pickleball More than 31 million players play pickleball in Americaand has grownby
more than 10 percent each year over the past decadRickleball is a sport that anyone
AAT AT ET US8 I'TT OEAO OAAOIT &£ O OEA 0bi 00
migrating from tennis to pickleball. Tennis courts can be easily striped for pickleball
players.

ConnectednessThe City of Los Banos has been successful with trails on irrigation
canals and abandoned rail lines and more trails and bikeways have been identified in
their Pedestrianand Bicycle Plan.

The City of Los Banosgrides itself on providing the highest quality parks and recreation to
its citizens. The parks and recreation facility inventory indicate there is a broad range of

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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passive and active opportunities on approximately 264cres welkdispersed throughout the

city. The current park acreages are analyzed against a ratio of park or recreation facility per
1,000 population. Local agencies can adopt their own standards, but often agencies tend to
look toward national and regional standardsThe current population of Los Banos is 41,898

and an average size of 3.45 people per household. This averages ous.®acres per 1,000
population. Unlike the cities of Hanford and Clovis, California, school recreation facilities are

not included with the average per 1,000 poplation. Schools in Los Banos keep their facilities
fenced and locked to the pubt AOO AOA AOAEI AAT A £ O POAI EA
schedules allow it.

4EA - AOOAO 01 AT Al AOOE £ZEA O PRoekét Pakks, Deighidho® A OE O
Parks, Community Parks, Specialty Parks or Facilities, and Trail$\ sixth classification,
Regional Parks, is identified as parks larger than25 acres, service the region and nearby

cities, and provide a range of activities including passive andtace recreation but primarily

sports field games such as soccer, football, and baseball/softball. Los Banos does not have a
regional facility.

Pocket Park.Pocket Parks are most often found in residential neighborhoods developed as
an amenity to serve tle immediate neighborhood and are generally located less than one
guarter mile from the furthest residence. Pocket parks are usually less than orere and
typically include a playground, picnic tables and barbecues, benches, and shade. Lighting is
usually available from the adjacent streets. Larger pocket parks (between od®lf to one
acre) may provide basketball and/or volleyball.

Neighborhood Park. Neighborhood Parks are designed to meet local neighborhood needs
and are intended to be within walkingor bicycling distance of less than a onbalf mile
radius. Neighborhood Parks usually emphasize chidand family-oriented activities. They
can range in size from one acre th0 acres and the size can generally be as much2sacres
when attached to a sorm basin. The storm basins are generally used for open play, sports
field games, and perimeter walking/jogging trails.

Community Park.Community Parks are designed to serve both the City as a whole or a group
of neighborhoods. While community parks may include neighborhood park amenities, and
do act as neighborhood parks as well, the focus of a community parkafien on meeting
community-based recreation, athleticsand open space needsTwo examples would be the
Ag Sports Complex and the Colorado Ballpark. Despite its small size, Pacheco Park is
considered a community park because of its many amenities, the library, the museum, and
its proximity to a major arterial/state route. Typically, the service area ranges from oneile

to as much as a threemile radius. The acreage ranges in size from seven20. Community
Park facilities are most often oriented towards family and adult actities such as tennis
courts, community centers, swimming pools or splash pads, sports fields, walking paths,
picnic areas and/or picnic shelters, offstreet parking, and night lighting.

Specialty Park or Facility.For the purpose of this Master Plan, a &pialty Park or Facility
covers a broad range of specialized park and recreation facilities, often with a single major
use. These parks may also include neighborhood or community park elements, but with

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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amenities that havean appeal to visitors from outside the City. A specialty park or facility
can be a building used for meetings or recreational programs or a memorial park or plaza
generally smaller than five acres. Specialty parks may also include a park that is meant to
commemorate a fallen hero or heres or a specific use such as a skate park, BMX track or dog
park.

Trail. For the purpose of this Master Plan, trails are linear paths usually along a canal or old

railroad right of way or an easement that provides access to canal trails or raibils. Trail
easements can vary in widthupto 100EAAO AO EO OEA AAOA xEOE OEA
are usually a paved or DG surface from eight & feet in width. Shade trees, bench seating,

and trash containers are preferred; more amenitiesould be added.

Descriptions of Existing Parks.Each of the parks or facilities in the City of Los Banos has
been classified by the following five categories: Pocket Parks; Neighborhood Parks;
Community Parks; Specialty Park or Facility; and TrailFor a thorough description of parks
by classification, seeSection 5 The City park acreage by classification is as follows:

Pocket Parks: 9.34 acres
Neighborhood Parks: 131.27 acres
Community Parks: 75.79 acres
Specialty Parks: 11.35 acres
Trails: 36.6acres and

Total: 264.35 acres

= =4 48 488"

ADA Access Facility EvaluatianThe California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2 mandates
that all publicly funded buildings, structures, and related facilities shall be accessible to and
usable by persons with disabilOD E A O 8 4EAOA OACOI AGETT O PAOOAET
parks, and facilities that were constructed using state, City, or municipal funds or that are
owned, leased, rented, contracted, or sublet by the CityThis Master Plan identifies the
necesa&ry modification of playgrounds and public sidewalksadjacentto parks to ensure
accessibility. The evaluation revealed that nearly half of the parks in the City needed ADA
access ramps from the adjacent or nearby street to the park. Approximatedgventy percent

of the parks that had existing playgrounds required ADA access ramps to the playground on
each park site. A detailed summary of ADA access needs by each facility can be found in
Section5 of this document.

Service Area AnalysisiVhat is a Servie Area? Service area distance radii are generated with

the park location as the central radius pointA Level of Service Area Analysisas conducted

with respect to all parks in the CityWhen areas zoned for residential use fall outside graphic

service area designations, that area may be underserved by existing parks. The service area
analysis demonstrates that there appears to blA AANOAOA AT OAOACA AAOI
residential areas with the current parks provided in the Neighborhood and Pocket Parks
classification. Community Park service radius coverage indicates that in the future, the
southeast portion of the City should be considered for an additional community park siié

the City continues to grow in that direction. Currently, expansion to the southeast is

hindered by the 7,400acre North Grasslands Wildlife Area to the easiGaps in service can

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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be addressed by adding a new facility or expanding existing facilities. There doex appear
to be an opportunity to expand an existing park facility in the southeast area of the City.

Aresident should be able to walk to a park within onequarter mile of his or her residence.
The following exhibit is a map of the City of Los Banos withll the park facilities including

the Los Banos Community Center with a quartemile walking radius for each park. The map
illustrates that for the majority of residents in the City there is access to some kind of park.

T

Existing Parks, Trails & Facilities

Service Areas
Community Parks Pocket Parks

Service Area « 1 Mile Servica Area - 0.25 Mils

S sonkenrea-21lle AN Trails & Akewavs
Neighborhood Parks Il Parks Acea
Sarvica Araa - 0/50 Mie " as Banos Gty Lim's

Q& 10F

o
S —
I
4

Figure 1
QK///// Composite Map: All City Parks Service Area Analysis

The City has provided the residents of Los Banos with a series of trails along irrigation canals
and the abandoned rail line as well as the bikeways identified in the Los Banos Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan. In certain neighborhoods in the City, greenwaysgvide access to parks
(i.e., Meadowlands Greenway and Rancho dos Amigos Greenway). Not all greenways have
sidewalks but installing them to provide better access to parks should be a priority.

When we view the service areas of all city parks, Los Banparks are clearly accessible to all
areas and neighborhoods in the community. New parks should be based on the criteria
identified in this Master Plan. Future neighborhood parks will be developed as new
subdivisions are approved and constructed. For exgoe, the new communities of
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Shaunessy Village near College Greens and Sunrise Ranch near Talbott Park/Los Banos
Junior Middle School will include new parks to accommodate the residents there.

While it is unlikely that the City will need substantial new parkland except as the City grows
and to meet the residents desire for a regional sports complex, there are areas for
improvements and the need to revisit the existing park facilities and amends to better
serve the community, meet new trends, and provide the types of facilities that residents
want.

Level of Service (LOS) standards are guidelines that define service areas based on population

standards for the City of Los Banos were evaluated using a combination of local, regional and
national resources including:

General Plan Policy Document; Parks, Open Space, and Resources Element
National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) Guidelines;

Similar standards from Parks Master Plans from communities in the region; and
Community stakeholder and city staff input and general observations. This allows
standards to be customized specifically for the Citgf Los Banos park system.

= =4 =4 =9

NRPA GuidelinesAccording to the2020 National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)
Agency Performance Reviewthe typical park and recreation agency offers one park for
every 2,181 residents served, witt0.9 acres of parklard per 1,000 residents. But park and
recreation agencies are as diverse as the communities that they serve, and what works well
for one agency may not be best for every agencWistorically, NRPA has created a hierarchy
of park types, as well as a set dicreage standards for different park types. For years,
nationally accepted standards called fo9.9 or more acres of parkland for every 1,000
residents. But by the 1990s, theNRPArelaxed that, suggesting instead that each city
establish its own standard tased on its growth patternsThis information for cities within
California areshown in Section 6.1.37 Regional Standards

Current Los Banos Standard§.he Los Banos General Plan had established a goal of providing
seven acres of developed park land pet,000 residents within the city limits ( five acres
provided by the development community andtwo acres provided by the City). TheCty
currently has a population of 41,898 and 264.35 acres of park land. This translates into a
ratio of 6.3 parks per 1,000population. With this current ratio of 6.3 per 1,000 residents, the
City has been able to maintain a favorable proportion of parks within @mfortable walking

or biking distance to a vast majority of residents in the CityTo maintain its current ratio of
6.3, then the park acreage needs to increase to 98 act®s2035, an increase of 6.5 acres per
year. This Master Plan recommends that the City maintain its current ratio of 6.8cres per

1,000 residents since it is currently working for the commuity, is equal to or better than

other California cities of comparable population and land area, and parks are in a
comfortable walking or biking distance from a majority of the people who live thereA new

regional park facility, addition of more trails, development of the additional area of Ag Sports
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Compleh AT A OEA AEOUS8O OANOEOAI AT O A1 O POEOAO,

communities they developwould likely help the City of Los Banos achieve its preferred park
acreage goals. Following is the mmmended target ratios of new park land for the 2035 Los
Banos Parks Master Plan:

Current Acreage per 1,000 Population by Classification

1 Neighborhood and Pocket Parks3.35 acres per 1,000 residents
1 Community Parks:1.8 acres per 1,000 residents

1 Specidty Parks and Traills.1.15 acres per 1,000 residentsand

1 Regional ParksNo standard available

Park Acreage by Classification Summary

1 Neighborhood and Pocket Parks.

0 Los Banos has 37 Neighborhood and Pocket Parks containing a totalldD.61-
acres resulting in 335-acres per 1,000 residents.

o! 0O OEA #EOUB80O POI EAAOAA ¢mouv DI BOI AOEIT
additional 52.1 acres of neighborhood and poogt parks to continue to meet this
level of service standard; however, neighborhood and pocket parks should be
located within a walking distance of onequarter to one-half mile of residents in
new residential communities.

1 Community Parks.

0 Los Banos has thee Community Parks containing a total of5.79 acres resulting
in 1.8 acres per 1,000 residents.

o! 0O OEA #EOUBO POT EAAOAA ¢mouv DI DOIBROEI I
acres of community parks to meet this level of service standard.

0 Ag Sports Complex is a community park of nearly 58cres but only 8.25acres
have been built out.

o0 The acreage for a new regional park could meet or exceed the acreage needs for
the community park standards.

1 Special Use Parks and Trails.

0 Los Banos has five Specialty Parks containing a total48 acres resulting in 1.5
acres per 1,000 residents.

o! O OEA #EOUBO POT EAAOAA ¢mouv DI DOIBAOEI I
acres of sgcialty parks and trails to meet this level of service standard. However,
the types of facilities found in a special use park, i.e., dog park, skate park, disc golf
course, etc., can often be found in neighborhood and community parks thus
negating the neel for additional area to meet the special use park acreage
requirement.

1 Regional Parks.The City currently has no regional park or regional park standards.

-_)

Regional StandardsTo establish a consensus of what the average level of service for each
park classification is, specific cities were selected due to their similarities to the City of Los
Banos.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Table2

Park Standards by Classification for Similar California Cities

Comparison City Type Service Area  Desirable Acres/1,000
Size population
City of El Centro = Pocket Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Neighborhood ¥ito Y2 Mile  5-10 Acres 2.5 acres
Parks
Community >1% Mile 20-40 Acres 2.5 acres
Parks
Regional Parks 50-60 Miles 500+ Acres No Applicable
Standards
Special Use No No No Applicable
Parks Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
City of Hollister Pocket Parks  Yato %2 Mile  <2.5 acres 4 acres
Neighborhood ¥ito Y2 Mile 2.5-10 Acres 4 acres
Parks (5 Min)
Community Y Mile >10 Acres 4 acres
Parks
Regional Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Special Use No No No Applicable
Parks Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
City of Delano Pocket Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Neighborhood <1 Mile 3-5 Acres 3 acres
Parks
Community <1 Mile 15-30 Acres 3 Acres
Parks
Regional Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Special Use No No No Applicable
Parkg Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
24EA #EOU T &£ $ATATT EAO OEQ® DAOEOTI PAT OPAAA AOAAO AAROGECT AOAZ

Plan does not designate applicable standards for the development tiese facilities.
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Comparison City Type Service Area  Desirable Acres/1,000
Size population
City of Manteca  Pocket Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Neighborhood <Y Mile 1-10 Acres 3 acres
Parks
Community <3 miles 15-50 Acres 1 Acres
Parks
Regional Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Special Use No No 1 Acres
Parks Applicable Applicable

Standards Standards

The average consensus of the four parks identified with similar populations and area to Los
Banos and a comparison to current Los Banos standards isfalows in the table below.

Table3
Comparison of Park Acreage Regional Standards by Classification
Classification Current Los Banos  Average Standards of Foul

Standards Regional Citieddentified

Pocket andNeighborhood Parks 3.35/1,000 3,2/1,000

Community Parks 1.8/1,000 1.6/1,000
Specialty Parks and Trails 1.15/1,000 No Standard Available
Regional Parks No Available Standard No Available Standard

Conclusiorg, 4EA #EOUG O A OODO i bétter@@amthekeianal Standatid A NOA |
of comparable cities.

Park Acreage Standards by Classification

Neighborhood and Pocket Parks3.35 acres per 1,000 residents

Community Parks:1.8 acres per 1,000 residents

Specialty Parks and Trails1.15 acres per 1,000 residents

Regional ParksTypically, one per region based on 2.5 acres per 1,000 population of
the region although the standard can vary from region to region. The population of
communities, both incorporated and unincorporated within a 20-mile radius (30-
minute drive) of Los Banos is approximately 67,000 (Santa Nella, Volta, Dos Palos,
Gustine, Newman, El Nido, Newman, and Stevinson, not including Merced with a

= =4 =4 =4

3 Pocket Parks are considered to be a subtype of Neighborhood Parks and therefore, do not have specific design
standards.
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current population of approximately 79,000). One regional park, which add
ultimately service the City of Los Banos and surrounding communities, would meet
or exceed the typical park standard of 2.@cres per 1,000 population. The City of
Merced has al2-acre Youth Sports Complex. A larger regional facility like the one
being proposed for Los Banos could also serve the City of Merced.

Distanceand SizeRequirements by Classification

1 Pocket Parksshould have a minimum area of 5,000 square feet and a general service
area of onequarter mile radius.

1 Neighborhood Parksshould have a minimum size of one to seven acres and a general
service area of onehalf mile radius.

1 Community Parksshould have a minimum size of seven to 25 acres and a general
service area of one to two-mile radius; three-mile radius is acceptable but not
encouraged.

1 A Regional Parkypically averages between 25and 100acres and serves the city and
surrounding communities (i.e., Gustine and Los Palos.)

Section 7: Focus Areas

AEA #EOU T &£ ,17T0 "ATTO0 0AOEO AT A 2AAO0OAAOQEIT $
interest in several new facilities and renovations to existing facilities. The following

O0i i AOEAO AOA Ai 1T AAPOOAT OOOAEAO Oi regioiaCA OEA
sports facility and an aquatic center. Renovations for Colorado Ballpark and expansion of

the Ag Sports Complex are described in the paragraphs that follow.

Regional Sports Facility
Two conceptual stulies
were prepared for a
Regional Sports Facility
on an approximately 2106
acre site located south of
Pioneer Road, west of
Ortigalita Road, and north
of the irrigation canal.
Although a site for a
regional sports facility
has not been selected or
determined, the location

Baseball
was used as an example of Field
what a regional sports '
facility might look like.

The two studies were

conceptual only and further investigation will need to determine the number of facilities for

the proposed project. A regional park could ifade soccer and football, baseball and softball,

Regional Sports Facility Concept Plan
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picnic areas/picnic shelters, basketball and tennis, restrooms/concession stands, and
parking to accommodate large events and competitions.

Aquatics Center. The need and
interest to develop an aquatic
center was identified in the 2006
Los Banos Parks & Recreation |
Master Plan. Two conceptual

studies were prepared for an
approximately three-acre facility.

Although a site has not yet been
determined or finalized, the

Fourth and H Street location was
selected to depict an example of
what an aquatic center might look
like. The two studies were

conceptual only and further | Aqutic(:ente Concept Plan

investigation  will need to

determine the number of facilities

for the proposed project. The two studies and a sumAOU 1T £ OEA Al i1 01 EOUS

follow below. Anaquatic facility should include a building large enough for restrooms,
lockers and changing areas, administrative functions, and an event room and kitchen for
rental space for parties and other events.

Ag Sports Complex.The Ag Sports Complex located at Mercey Springs Road and less than
500 feet north of St. Francis Drive in the northeast corner of the City currently is less than
seventeenpercent built out. The 50-acre park has just 8.25acres with ballfields, parking,
restrooms, tennis courts, and skate parkThe remainder of the site indudes approximately
11.5acres of detention basins and a landfill site along its northern border of approximately
10 acres The site could provide a facility for walking trails and access to a chyide trail.

Ag Sports Cmp/ex no Vatlon and ExpanS/om'ept Plan
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Colorado Ballpark Renovation. The

concept study for the Colorado
Ballpark does not propose to relocate
any of the ballfields, the parking lot,
restroom or the tennis courts. The
parking lot will need to be slurry

sealed and restriped. A skatepark is
proposed to be located north of the .
parking lot. The space between the byl

outfields of two ballfields is a prime
location for a picnic shelter, and a tot @
playground? a spot for all ages. O Sabies
Colorado Bdipark currently has no _  sewwe

_ Tennis Courts

playgrounds. The nearby tennis courts | Pekieta!

rry Seal
Restripe Parking lot

will need to be resurfaced and re : 5 5 L it troes
netted. The skate park location north ! we R N
of the parking lot has visibility from | G ;
both parking lot and Colorado Avenue B Sidewalks
and allows for 6,000 to 7,000 square g
feet of skatepark area with nearby
shade pavilions or a 10,006square-

feet area without the nearby shade
pavilions. The current skatepark is
around 6,000 square feet.

e s

Green Infrastructure Studies. At the CO/OfadO Ba//pafk Renovéiian Cncept Plan

time of the preparation of this

document, the federal gwernment (i.e., EPA) has green infrastructure funding
opportunities; the Sate of California had grants available for an urban greening program;
and, Proposition 68 has funding for a green infrastructure program.Two parks were
considered for sites for geen infrastructure and renewable energy: Colorado Ballpark and
Ag Sports Complex. For the Colorado Ballpark, green infrastructure improvement projects
could include converting the existing drainage ditch along the north property line into an
active bioswde and filtration area for treating parking lot runoff. Both parks have
opportunities for overhead shade structures with solar panel installations in the parking lot;
installation of permeable paving in the parking areas would help decrease load on local
storm drain systems and increase water percolation back into the surrounding soil; and,
shade tree planting in the parking lot interior and around the perimeter would help offset
the heat island effecwith large parking area surfaces.

Section 8: Park @sign and Development Guidelines

Design guidelines support consistency and quality in planning, building and maintaining new
and updated parks and facilities. The guidelines support the Master Plan vision and goals
and provide greater detail on plan recomrendations from developers. The design
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guidelines should be used as the basis for discussing, reviewing and approving all new
development or improvements to the park system. Los Banos should use the guidelines to
measure all projects for conformance with lhe intent and direction of the Master Plan.
Developers, designers and planners, decisiemakers, staff and members of the community
should all use these guidelines.

Guidelines for Amenities by Park Classificationlo ensure that future parks in Los Banoare
the proper size and contain the appropriate amenities for their intended purpose, the
following park classification guidelines are recommended. These classifications include
recommended and optional amenities for each of the park classifications. i§HExecutive
Summary only includes the suggested minimum requirements. For a complete summary of
both recommended and optional requirements, please refer t&ection8 of this document.

Table4
Guidelines for Amenities by Pak Classification

Classification Recommended Amenities Size & Distance

9 Irrigated small turf and landscaped area, including § 5,000 square
shade trees near benches and picnic tables feet to oneacre
Walking access via local neighborhood 1 one-quarter
Signage to identify park name angbark rules sign mile radius to
necessary for use most residents
Seating benches or seat wall

#EEI AOAT 60 DI AUugQimifirhun
1,500 square feet) with shade structure providing
shade for the play equipment

Trash receptacles (minimum one per half acre)
Minimum of two picnic tables

Other amenities as may be required by Park
Division

=a =4

=a =

Pocket /Mini

= =4 =9

1 Open turf area at least 125eet x 200feet or 180 | § One acre to
feet x 300feet for active recreation activities and sevenacres
youth/teen soccer for parks 3.0 acres to 5.0 acreg § Half-mile radius
Minimum two open turf areas at least 125feet x to most
200 feet or 180feet x 300feet each for parks larger residents
than 5.0 acres or as determined by the Park
Division

1 Irrigated landscaped areas including shade tree
near benches and picnic tables or shad
structure(s)

1 Signage for park identification and sign for use

regulations

Park benches and/or seat walls

4x7 AEEI AOAT 80 Dl #AYeard

(minimum 2,000 square feet) and one for 312

years (minimum 3,500 square feet)

Neighborhood

=a =
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Classification

Recommended Amenities

Size & Distance

=A =4 =8 =4

=A =4 =4

One large or two small family picnic areas
minimum of two picnic tables plus minimum one
table for each additional acre over one acre
Basketball court (one court for every four acres
and no more than two)

Sand or grass volleyball court

Trash receptacles (one per half acre)

Bicycle racks on concrete slab

Drinking fountain(s) (minimum one per acre not
to exceed four fountains). Note: At least on¢
fountain shall have bottle filler station and pet
friendly fountain.

Restrooms for parks larger han 3.5 acres
Security lighting

Perimeter walking paths with security lighting
(solar-powered preferred)

Other amenities as may be required by Parks
Division

Community

=a =4

=a =

Lighted sportsfields. Install minimum four athletic
tournament fields; softball, little league, soccer o
football tournament or as directed by the Parks
Division in parks less than 18acres. Install five
athletic tournament fields; softball, little league,
soccer or botball tournament or as directed by the
Parks Division in parks greater than 18cres and
less than 22acres. Install six athletic tournament
fields; softball, little league, soccer or footbal
tournament or as directed by the Parks Division in
parks greater than 22acres and less than 2%&cres.
Basketball courts fwo courts for every four acres
up to six courts)

Tennis courts with striping for pickleball (two
courts for every four acres up to six courts)
Perimeter walking paths (five-feet minimum
width, eight feet preferred)

Open turf areas for active recreation activities
Irrigated landscaped areas with shade trees nea
benches and picnic tables
Signage for park identification and posting of use
regulations

Park benches and/or seat walls

4 x|  AEE play Gafedsp éhe for @5 years
(minimum 3,000 square feet) and one for 312
years (minimum 5,000 square feet)

i Sevenacres to
25 acres

T Onemile to
three-mile
radius to most
residents

Minimum two group picnic shelters
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Executive Summary

Classification

Recommended Amenities

Size & Distance

= =4 =8 =4 =

Minimum three individual small family picnic
areas

Sand or grass volley court

Restrooms

Trash receptacles

Bicycleracks on concrete slab

Drinking fountain(s). Note: At least two fountains
shall have bottle filler station and pet friendly
fountain.

Off-street parking, including ADA stalls.
spaces per acre; maximum 200 spaces.
Other amenities as may be required by Park
Division

Eigh

Regional

= =4 =9 =A =4 =4 =A =4 =8 =9

=A =4

League soccer, football, and baseball fields to
determined by Parksand Recreation Operations
Manager/Parks Division

4x7 AEEI AOAT 80 Dl #AYeard
(minimum 4,000 sq. ft) and one for 512 years
(minimum 6,000 sq. ft)

Basketball courts @ne court for every six acres up
to 10 courts)

Tennis courts with striping for pickleball (one
court for every six acres up tdlO courts)

Off-street parking including ADA stalls to be
determined by City of Los Banos

Trash receptacles

Restrooms

Concession sinds

Drinking fountains Note: At least three fountains
shall have a bottle filler station and pet friendly
fountain.

Lighting for sports fields and parking lots
Landscaped areas

Signage for park identification and posting of use
regulations

Park benches and/or seat walls

Minimum two group picnic shelters

Minimum three individual small family picnic
areas

Bicycle racks

Other amenities as may be required by Park

Division

25 acres to 100
acres (more is
acceptable)
Generally,
serves residents
within a30-
minute drive
and a
population of
50,000 to
100,000 (or
more)
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Classification Recommended Amenities Size & Distance
9 Signage for identification and park rules One use park; no
1 Hardscape or turf area or both minimum size
Special Use f Landscape areas requirement?
§  The primary use dependson the
1 Any resource or use that supports the primary us¢ SPecial use

1 Signage/trailhead marker for trail identification | Generally, 30Gfeet to
and posting of use regulations 100-feet width.

1 Benches or seat walls placed at each majc

entrance or major street crossing and located n(

less than 1,000feet apart

Shade trees spaced approximately 2t 40 feet

Bike racks on concrete slab

Trash receptacles

Dog waste stations

Drinking fountain(s) (one at every trailhead

marker). Note: Fountain shall have bottle filler

station and pet friendly fountain.

1 Concrete or steel bollards at street entrances

1 Asphalt or concrete paving

Trails

=A =4 =8 =4 =

NRPA Guidelines for the Type of Facilityy Population. Based onfNRPA standards, Los Banos
may want to consider including the following ameities based on their current and future
population in their 2035 plan:

One dog park (under construction)
One and one half community gardens
One lighted synthetic turf soccer fielgl
One large skate park

One outdoor swimming pooj and
Tentennis/pickleball courts.

E I

Goals and PoliciesPrior to the kick-off of the Parks Master Plan with the City of Los Banos
and the consultant team, the City wanted to achieve at least six goals for this project. During
the planning proaess and public outreach with the community and stakeholders, additional
goals were identified as well as a list of policies to pursue to meet those goals. In addition to
the original goals identified in Section 3, two additional goals were later identifie¢through
the course of this project:

1 GOALWork at achieving sustainable landscapes, parkand facilities.
1 GOAL.Improve signage and wayfinding for parks in the City of Los Banos.

Opportunities, Renovations, and New Facilitie§.he city has over 264aaes of existing parks,
trails, and facilities. Many parks need playground equipment, picnic tables, and bench

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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replacements, parking lot improvements, park identification signage and rules signage,
landscape replacement, and turf and irrigation management.In other parks, better
access/sidewalks are needed and safety features such as lighting or fencing may be required.

Prioritization. In Section 97 Action Plan renovations and improvements to existingeity
parks, trails, and facilitieshave been prioritizedbased on several factors:

Urgent need, outdated or unsafe areas or equipment
Extensive/popular public use

History of vandalism;

Input from the community;

Input from City Parks and Recreation Stafaind

Visual tour of all facilities.

E

Two facilities, Downtown Aquatic Center and Regional Sports Complex are not included in
the priority tables but a cost for each can be identified and the City will need to determine
their priority based available funding and grant opportunities. Land acquisition and staffing
costs are not included. Those facilities are:

1 Downtown Agquatic Center $12 million to $20 million including design and
engineering fees.

1 Regional Sports ComplexBased on comparable facilities irthe central valley (i.e.,
Riverway Sports Park, Visalia), an average cost 028,000 to $250,000 per acre
including design and engineering fees.

The Tables in9-1 through 9-3 identify a listing of park renovations and improvements as
ranked by high, medum, and low priority. A detailed itemization of individual costs for each
proposed renovation/improvement is located in the appendices

The following parks were identified as High Priority Projects:

7th Street Ballpark

Ag Sports Complex

Big Page Park

City Park on Ninth Street
Cresthills Park

Citrus Terrace | Park
Colorado Ballpark

Davis Park

JoLin Park;

Little Page Park
Pacheco Park

Regency Lot D Park
Skylark Park and Expansionand
Vineyard Basin C Park

=4 =220 -0_5_40_9_4_°9_2._-2_-2-:-2-
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All other parks fit under the categories of Medium Priority or Low Priority Renovations or
Expansions.

Facility Needs Summary.This section brings together information from various public and
staff input, as well as other relevant studies and analyses, and distills them into a broader
overall picture of recreation facilities that can support the needs of the Los Banos residents
to achieve the community vision, goals, and policies of the Master Plan. Input is derived from
community surveys, stakeholder interviews, and listening to thg@ublic. The Facility Needs
Summary establishes relative priorities; the more input on a particular need identified by
the public, the higher the ranking. The facility needs are (in order of highest priority):

Skatepark/Action Sportspark;

Tie: Splash Parl& Pickleball/Bocce/Chess Tables and Similar Gamges
Tie: Outdoor Pool & Indoor Poal

Soccer Fields

Baseball Fields

More Trails; and

Community Gardens

Noga~wdhE

Funding. In order to continue to build and maintain a vibrant parks and recreation system,
a sound andstrategic funding strategy must be developed to fulfill the capital improvement
and operational costs considerations of thisvlaster Plan. Fiscally sustainable and realistic
funding sources are essential to implementing a capital improvement plan and thewre
significant existing funding sources to fund the capital improvement and operational costs.
These sources include public sector grants, fees and tax measures, assessment districts, non
traditional methodologies as well as a wide range of private and goorate foundation
sources. The following is &hort list of those potential sources and funding mechanismsAn
extensive list of possible funding sources and greater detail regarding the types of funding
potentially available and what they should be usedor can be found in Section 9 of this
document.

1 State of California such as California Regional Recreation and Tourism Program,
Proposition 68, and Greenhouse Reduction Fund

1 Federal Grant Programs such Community Development Block Grants, Federal
Highway Administration Recreational Trails Program, Land and Water Conservation
Fund, and Transportation Alternatives Program.

1 Benefit Assessment Districts such as MelHBoos, Community Benefits Districts, and
the Landscape & Lighting/Maintenance Assessment Drtts.

1 Tax Increment Financing methods such as Local Sales Tax Measlites Measure H
Sales Tax and Impact Fees

1 Non-traditional and Other Funding Sources such a Joint Powers Agreements, Bonds,
Sponsorships, andpecialty Agreements.

Parks Maintenance and OperationsContinuing to maintain and improve the parks and
facilities at the expected high level for residents is costly. Currently there is no reliable
source of funding to pay for all of it. The Landscape and Lighting Districts, , $ 6 O bOIlI OE
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funding for some parks and recreation facilities. The Ballot Measure H is a haéint sales tax
that provides for some additional funding. The Parks and Recreation Commissiomakes

recommendations to the City Council fosome upkeep and apital repairs every year, but the
need for greater funding still exists.

One of the needs identified by the community was the need for clean and weihintained
parks and facilities. Safety and vandalism issues are connected to this maintenance issue as
the better maintained and welltused parks and facilities are typically less likely to experience
vandalism and crime. Without adequate staffing and funding these needs could not be met.
The City has many parks that are aging (or have aged) and need riagunaintenance as well

as replacement and improvements to overall amenities and park elements. Some of the work
may be able to be funded through general funding, but many of the smaller items like
replacement of water fountains, new trash receptacles, andench or picnic table
replacement, are not.

The Parks and Recreation Divisiorwill need to closely monitor resources to ensure that the
assets of the park system reach the anticipated lifecycles. It is recommended that the Parks
Division maintenance furding grow to accommodate new park development in the future.
As the system grows, the following guidelines should be utilized to identify annual
operational funding required to maintain additional park acreage:

1 Athletic Field Parks:

o $12,000- $15,000 per rectangular field

o $18,000- $20,000 per diamond field

o $5,000 per acre

Community Parks: $7,500 $9,000 per acre

Neighborhood Parks: $8,500 $10,000 per acre

Pocket Parks: $10,000 $12,000 per acre

Special Us Parks: Costs varies dependent upon amenities
Trails: $5,000 - $5,500 per acre

= =4 =4 -8 -4

Note: Maintenance costs typically increasawvo to three percentannually to as much asix
percentduring a highly robust economy.

Staffing Needs.A typical park and recredion agency is staffed with41.9full-time equivalent
staff (FTEs) that include a mix of fultime and part-time staff. One way to view agency
staffing is to measure it relative to the population of the area that the agency serves. The
typical park and reaeation agency has8.1 FTEg on staff for each 10,000 residents living in
the jurisdiction served by the agency. The following tables suggest the FTEs that may be
considered for staffing the City of Los BandBarks and Recreation Division

42020 NRPA Agency Performance Review
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Table5
Comparison of Park Acreage Regional Standards by Classification

Year 2020 2025 2030 2035
Population 41,898 47,104 52,310 57,517
8.1&4 %0 OFpmhmnn 34 38 42.4 46.6

Operating Expenses.According to the 2020 NRPA Agency Performance Reviewgttypical
park and recreation agency has annual operating expenditures of $4,342,49%he typical
park and recreation agency has annual operating expenses of $81.19 on a per capita basis.
The median level of operating expenditures is $7,160 per acre of park and negark sites
managed by the agencyThe typical park and recreation agency spends $97,093 in annual
operating expenditures for each employee. At the typical park and recreation agency,fétay
costs account for 54 percent of the operating budget. The typical park and recreation agency
dedicates 44 percent of its operating budget to park management and maintenance and 43
percent to recreation.

Table6
Operating Expenses by Population
Year 2020 2025 2030 2035
Population 41,898 47,104 52,310 57,517

$81.19 per capita $3,401,698 $3,824,373 $4,247,049 $4,669,805

Table7
Operating Expenses by Park Acreage
Year 2020 2025 2030 2035
Acreage* 264.35 296.8 329.5 362.4

$7,160/acre $1,892,746 $2,125,088 $2,359,220 $2,594,477

*Assuming a ratio of 6.3acres of park land per 1,000 residents. if the City acquires land for
and constructs a regional sports complex, operating expenses should be increased based on
the size of the new park.

Capital Improvement Plan CIP. In order to continue to build and maintain the parks and
recreation system severalsound and strategic fundingoptions were identified for the capital
improvement projects presented in this plan. Fiscally sustainable and realistic funding
sources are essential to implementing a capital improvement plan. The following describes
an approachto identify anoperating budget so that fundingcan be propety allocated for the

~ - A N~ = Z

A E @épdabmprovement plan.

What park maintenance costs should be included in a CIP budget and how much should be
budgeted for it? Here ared O &i-ARE O | cAsbguidelines that the City of Los Banos might
use in ader to identify ongoing maintenance costs associated with park facilitiesThe Parks
and Recreation Divisionwill need to closely monitor resources to ensure that the assets of
the park system reach the anticipated lifecyclesThe Parks Dvision maintenance funding
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should continue togrow to accommodate new park development in the future. As the system
grows, the followingcostguidelines should be utilized to identify annual operational funding
required to maintain additional park acreage:

Pocket Parks$10,000- $12,000 per acre

Neighborhood Parks: $8,500 $10,000 per acre

Community Parks: $7,500 $9,000 per acre

Regional Sports Park and Athletic Field Parks

o $12,000- $15,000 per rectangular field

o $18,000- $20,000 per diamond field

o Other facilties: $5,000 per acre

1 Special Use Parks: Costs varies dependent upon amenities
1 Trails: $5-$5,500 per acre

= =4 =4 =9

Note: Maintenance costs typically increasthree to four percentannually.
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SECTION 1INTRODUCTION

On October 31, 2019, the City of Los Banos began the process of completing a comprehensive
OPAAOA OI OEA #EOUGO 0 ARakOMastek PldnAvas coniplatédan 4 E A
1986 with updates in 1999 and 2006. These interim updates primarily focused on general

needs (i.e., capital expenditure needs, acquisition and development, maintenance and
personnel), standards, and existing inventory;but did not focus on specific projects,
improvements, and renovations.This Master Plan was delayed a few months due to the State

of California COVIB19 lockdown, but the delay did not impact the process nor the work

being performed by theconsultant or City Parks and Recreation, and the plan continued and

xAO Al i bl AOGAA xEOE OEOOOAI bDOAI EAh OOAEEh AT A

The new Los Banos Parks Master Plan will guide the Parks and Recreation Division, Parks

and Recreation Commission, and staff in allocating resources over the nditteen years or

more and to adapt to changing conditions and population needs. The Parks Master Plan has

been informed by substantial community input, demographics and current trenslanalyses,
assessment of parks and facilities, and existing and new policies. The Master Plan describes
various types of parks and identifies park facilities and access improvements designed to

i AET OAET AT A EiIi POIT OGA ,10 "AT1 068 NOAIEOU I £ I E

The Master Plan is organized by the following sections:

Executive Summary. The Executive Summary provides a brief description of key
components of the overall Master Plan.

Section 1. Introduction. The Introduction describes the purpse of the Master Plan and how
it is organized; and describes the location of the City of Los Banos in a regional context.

Section 2: Community Profile & Demographic3.his section details the demographics of the
City, including population forecast, age dtribution, race/ethnicity, households,
socioeconomics, and health and related issues.

Section 3: Community& Stakeholder Input. This section includes a description of the )
community engagement plana description of the meetingsOEA AT i 1 O1 EQ@WU6 O O
main goals. A summary of the survey results for the stakeholders and the community is

located inthe appendices
Section 4. Trends.Local, regional, and national park and recreation trends are examined.

Section 5: Inventory& Needs Assessment AnalysiEach park in the city is arranged by its
classification. This section organizes city parks by pocket parks; neighborhood parks;
community parks; specialty parks; and trails. The existing conditions of each park based on

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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site visits to each park by the consultant team, and interviews with park staff are identified
in this section.

Section 6: Level of Service (LOS) Analysissvel of &rvice (LOS) standards are guidelines

OEAO AAZET A OAOOGEAA AOAAOG AAOGAA 11 bDibpOl AOCET
related to parks, facilities, and amenities. This section includes a look at recommended
standards by the National Recreation ath Parks Association (NRPA), similar regional

standards, city current standards, and a summary of key findings.

Section 7: Focus AreasT he section describes conceptual studies of four parks: the existing

parks, Ag Sports Complex and Colorado Ballpark, gtwo potential new parks/facilities,

Aquatic Center and Regional Sports Complex. The focus areas also include the potential for
OCOAAT ET ZFOAOOOOAOOOAG 1 PPT OOOT EOEAOG AO OEA |
Section 8: Park Design and Development iMgelines: This section identifies the
characteristics of each park classification (i.e., size, distance from residents) and
recommends the types of facilities for each park classification as well as a list of additional
optional facilities.

Section9: Adion Plan. The Action Plan to implement the Master Plan includes sections on
goals and policies; opportunities for renovations and facilities; and a prioritization of parks
contained in three tables that arrange all park renovations according to immediateeed,
mid-term need, and longterm need. This section also includes a budget and funding
analysis.

Appendices. Appendices are supporting materials for some of the information contained in
each section.

1.3.1 - QT1Y OR.OSBANOS

The City of Los Banos (City) is situated in the southwestern region of Merced County, in the
northern portion of the San Joaquin Valley. Los Banos is conveniently located in the center
of California, near the junction of California State Route (SR)52 and Interstate 5,
approximately 120 miles southeast of San Francisco, 83 miles northeast of Monterey and 72
miles northwest of Fresno. Los Banos is roughly five milesast of the Coastal Range and
approximately 45 miles west of the base of the foothillso the Sierra Nevada Range. Los
Banos is the second largegtity in the county and is within the proximity of the communities

of Dos Palos, Gustine, Volta, and Santa Nella. Los Banos is surrounded primarily by
agriculture and wildlife reserve areas. The & Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area is west
of the City. Various State and federal wildlife areas and refuges surrounding the City include
the Volta State Wildlife Area to the northwest, the Los Banos Wildlife Area to the northeast,
and the Mud SloughWildlife Area to the east. The Los Banos Campus dflerced College

I TAAOAA 11 OE Aas#divédtbtn@unity BoeQestOdenisisince 2007.
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Regional Location

Many communities throughout California are expressing interest in bringing a regional
sports complex to their city. Outof-town visitors can have a big economic impact from a
regional sports park since their spending is new money being introduced into the local
economy., I O " AT 1T 06 1 I-BandHighway 904 jodatkd at the crossroads of
Highway 152 and Highway 165 provides it with easy access to airports in FresnOakland,
San Jose, San Francisco, and is a short distance from the Sacramento International Airport.
Within a two-hour drive, a sports complex could attract teams from San Francisco, Oakland,
San Jose, and the Central Valley. Within a feliour drive the complex could attract teams
from Los Angeles, Sacramento, and Reno. Additionally, Los Banos offers large plots of land
for development and over 300 days of sunshine per year. The benefits of a Regional Facility
in Los Banos would also go beyond the finamal stability of the Los Banos Parks & Recreation
Division, but also bring tourism to the area.

Sphere of Influence

The Sphere of Influence (SOI) is considered an area where a City can plan for growth and, in
anticipation, it will allow for the annexation of land within the SOI. The SOI is approximately
16,000 acres.Los Banos currently measures 10.12 square milelsos Banos can propose the
area that it would like its SOI to include. However, the SOI is defined by the Merced County
Local Agency FormationrCommission (LAFCo). Establishment of this boundary is necessary
to determine which governmental agencies can provide services in the most efficient way to
the people and property in the area.

City Limits

The city limit boundary encompasses the land over Wwich Los Banos has jurisdictional
authority. The currentcity limit covers approximately 6,400 acres in an irregular rectangular
like shape, expanding along SR 33 East and West and SR 165 North and South. Agricultural
canals bound the eastern and westernity Limit. To the south the city limit extends to
Pioneer Road, and to the north theity limit extends just below Henry Miller Road.

1.3.2 - MERCEDCOUNTY

- AOAARAA #1 601 OU EO ET #AIl EZ OTEAGO 3AT *1T ANOET
County to the north, Fresno and Maderaounties to the south, Mariposa County to the east,

and Santa Clara and San Benito counties to the west. The City of Merced is the county seat

for Merced County. Unincorporated land within the county accounts for a little over 1.2

million acres or 98.1 percent of all land in the county, while incorporated cities account for

24,138 acres or 1.9 percent. Agriculture is the predominate use in the county, totaling just

over one million acres or 81.2 percent of the unincorporated county. Pulz/Quasi Public

land is the next largest use with 131,582 acres or 10.6 percent of the unincorporated county.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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SECTION 2COMMUNITYROFILE& DEMOGRAPHICS

This secionb O OEAAO AT 1 OAOOEAx 1T &£ OEA AAI T COAPEEA
association with poverty levels for the City of Los Banos. Los Banos has experienced
relatively slow population growth in comparison to the County of Merced and the State of
California. The analysis uses data from U.S. Census Bureau (2@037) American

Community Survey estimatesand the conomic Conditions and Trends Repo@tieveloped

by BAE Urban Economics, an economics and real estate advisory consultant, in coordination

with PlaceWorks for the Los Banos General Plan 2040 Update. The Census data was taken at

2015 and 2017, due to the fact that the timeline of the Master Plan starts 2015, and the

most recent American Community Survey data is from 2017. The BAE report was developed

in conjunction with the Los Banos 2040 General Plan.

Population growth is a keyfactor for increasing demands for parks and park facilities in most

areas. Demographic characteristics can influence the level of service for parks in the City of

, 10 "ATT1 08 &1 O AgAi i Ah AcCA AT A ETATI A AEEAAC
facilities. To a lesser extent, employment, education and ethnicity can also play a role. A
demographic overview is presented here as a basfer determining park and recreation

demands As mentioned previously, the City of Los Banos, utilizes the U.S. CensusBurand

BAE Urban Economic Odhditions and Trends Reporto Most of the data is from theU.S.

Census.

The current population for the City of Los Banos is 41,898 according to 2019 data from the
California Department of FinancgDepartment of Finance , 2019) The current population

for the City of Los Banos is 41,898 according to 2019 data from the California Department of
Finance. The population projections in Table-A below represent a 35 percent growth rate
from 2015 to 2035 and a 25 percent growth rate from 2020 to 2035. Although the
approximately 7.8 percent average annual growth rate has been substantial, it is similar to
the average growth rate of Merced County (7.0 percent). The population of Los Banos is
projected to resume its rapid growth in coming years. A population forecast from Merced
County Association of Governments, the population of Los Banos is projected to increase
from 38,100 (2015) to 57,592 (2040) or an approximately 34 percent increase.

Table 2-1
Population Projections

2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 Total Average
Growth Growth

Rate Rate
Los Banos 38,681 41,638 44,785 48,634 52,349 35% 7.8%
Merced County 272,718 291,056 310,572 334,443 357,496 31% 7.0%

Source: 2018 BAE Economic Conditions Trends Report, City of Los Banos, 2018 Madera County Association of
Governments Regional Transportation Plan
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understood that people in younger and older demographic groups utilize park facilities,
while age groups 3%54 typically do not use parks as much. Trends show that senior activity

levels have risen due to the benefits of being physidglactive.

Table 22 depicts age distribution in the City of Los Banos; residents based on each age group
comprise the overall population in 2015 to 2017. Comparatively, the largest age groups are
25734, 3544, and 4555 years with approximately 39 percen of the population. This
population group is understood tounderutilize parks compared to thesenior and younger
agegroups (U.S. Census Bureau, 2017)

Table 2-2
Age Distribution in Los Banos
Age Group Year
2015 2017

15-19 7.5% 7.8%

20-24 7.0% 6.4%

25-34 13.5% 13.8%

35-44 14.1% 13.6%

45-54 11.2% 11.1%

55-59 5.0% 5.6%

60-64 3.4% 4.3%
65 and older 9.8% 9.6%

Source: 2015 and 2017 U.S. Census Bureau American
Community Survey Demographics and Housing Estimates, Table DP05

Race/Ethnicity plays alarge part in the utilization of parks and the level of participation in
various activities. This coutl help highlight areas of the City where a parknight be better
utilized than others.

The City of Los Banos has a culturally diverse population, similar to demographic trends that
are present in the San Joaquin Valleyhe population is largely Hispanic &pproximately 70
percent) and white (approximately 23 percent). The City contains a below average amount
of other prominent ethnic groups (Asian,Black/African American, Native Hawaiian, and
American Indian). Often languages are spoken that reflect the htage of the residents. The
population being predominately Hispanic may challenge overall communication with
patrons, municipal officials, or employers. In some cases, it is likely, the younger segment of
the population is the first generation to be Englis-speaking(U.S. Census Bureau, 2017)
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Table2-3
Race and Ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity Group Year
2015 2017
Hispanic/Latino (of any race) 70.4% 70.6%
Not Hispanic/Latino 29.6% 29.4%
White alone 22.8% 23.3%
Black/African American alone 2.1% 1.1%
American Indian and Alaska Native  0.5% 0.3%
Asian alone 2.5% 2.6%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific  0.0% 0.1%
Other 0.0% 0.0%
Two or More Races 1.6% 2.0%

Source: 2015 and 2017 U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey
Demographics and Housing Estimates, Table DP05

Specifically, the Hispanic population group is the predominate ethnic group within Los
Banos andcontinues with an incremental growth trend. The norHispanic ethnic groups are
the next largest ethnic group (combining White, Black/African American, American
Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian and other Pacific ethnicities), whidias been
exhibiting aslight declining trend.

The following language breakdown is calculated by including the population age group of
five years and over. According to the U.S. Census, there is a large population of English only
speakers at approximately 65 percent35 percent are considered bilingual and 14 percent
speak English less than very wellU.S. Census Bureau, 2017)

In 2017, there were approximately 11,364 total housing units according to thé).S.Census.
The percentageof residents owning their households issomewhat similar to renter-
occupied households. Ownepccupied households account for 54 percent of theumber of
occupied houses and 46 percent are renteroccupied. The percentage of renteroccupied
housing in Los Banos is slightly higher than the national average of 43.3 percent.
Furthermore, family households consisting of two or more members related by birth,
marriage, or adoption account for approximately 77 percent. Of the 77 percent,
approximately 53 percentare married couple families. Not all households contain families
since a household may include groups of unrelated people living together or a single person
living alone. One person households account for approximately 19 percent of the total
occupied hougholds.
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Table 2-4
Housing Occupancy Rate
Housing Type Year
2015 2017
Occupied housing units 10,457 10,853
Vacant housing units 602 511
Total housing units 11,059 11,364
Source: 2015 and 2017Census Bureau American Community Survey Occupancy Characteristics, Table S2501
Table 2-5
Los Banos Housing Values
Income Category Year
2015 2017
Less than $50,000 164 142
$50,000 to $99,999 640 336
$100,000 to $149,999 1,339 745
$150,000 to $199,999 1,560 1,145
$200,000 to $299,999 1,190 1,867
$300,000 to $499,999 437 1,512
$500,000 to $999,999 15 112
$1,000,000 or more 53 28
Total Owner-Occupied units 5,398 5,887

Source: 2015 and 2017Census Bureau American Community Survey Selected Housing Characteristics, Table DP04

Park utilization can be directly tied to locationsTypically, parks located in areas where the
housing prices and income are lower will be better utilized compared to ther
neighborhoods. The median price for a home in Los Banos in 2017 was approximately
$226,700 (U.S. Census Bureau, 2017Comparatively, the approximate median home price

in Merced County is $230,000 and $68)280 (California Association of Realtors, 2019¥or

the State of California. According to the Los Banos average home price, there are about 2,368
owner-occupied homes below the Los Banos average.

Trends inpark planningillustrate that people with more disposable incomestend to be more
active and participate in physical andsometimesmore expensive types of leisure activities
while many low-income families take advantage of free or loweost recreation opportunities,
such as playing in parks and attending iy -sponsored programs and events. However, low
income families may spend more of their time at work, leaving less time for recreational
pursuits.

According to the Census, the median household income of the City of Los Banos is $46,994
(U.S. Census Bureau, 2017)The average California median income is 3571,§3OEigh[y ) 3
PAOAAT O T &# #Al EAI OT EA8OC | AAEAT ETATT A EO Avxh
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disadvantaged community has a household median @ome below 80 percent of the State
median income. Therefore, the City of Los Banos is considered a disadvantaged community.
A significantnumber of households, roughly 60 percentare living below the poverty line.

Table 2-6
Income and Benefits
Income and Benefits 2015 2017
Total Households 10,457 10,853
Less than $10,000 839 834
$10,000 to $14,999 874 649
$15,000 to $24,999 1,249 1,140
$25,000 to $34,999 1,119 1,214
$35,000 to $49,999 1,844 1,852
$50,000 to $74,999 2,036 1,797
$75,000 to $99,999 1,083 1,526
$100,000 to $149,999 994 1,139
$150,000 to $199,999 290 490
$200,000 or more 129 212
Median household $44,292 $46,994
income
Mean household $55,187 $64,720
income

Source: 2015 and 2017 Census Bureau American Community Survey Selected Economic, Table DP03

Table2-7
Education and Poverty Level for the Population 25 years and Over
Poverty Rate with 2015 2017
Education
Less thanhigh school 27.4% 25.2%
graduate

High school graduate 15.4% 13.2%
(includes equivalency)
Some college or associate 18.2% 13.8%
degree
"AAEAI T O60 88% 6.6%
Source: 2015 and 2017 Census Bureau American Community Survey
Educational Attainment, Table S1501

There are two major public health concerns facing Los Banaar quality and obesity. A parks
master plan can assist in reducing the effedf both these issues.
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Air Pollution is a major issue in the San Joaquin Valley. Hemmed in by mountains and rarely
having strong winds, pollution is exacerbated by stagnant weather, coming mainly from
diesel and gasoline fueled vehicles and agricultural operations. The San Joaquin Valley has
beAT AAAT AA Al -ADIOAEDAIAR O 1UT T A6 AU OEA %l OEOI I
(EPA) for select pollutants. Although the inclusion of parks does not directly affect the air
guality in Los Banos or the San Joaquin Valley, trees can sequester carbon engtmosphere
and convert it into oxygen in a process called photosynthesiPiseases that may be caused
by or exacerbated by poor air quality include asthma and asthma attacks, valley fe¥dung

and heart disease, cancer, and moré&urthermore, the inclusion of parks does promote a
healthier lifestyle, which can reduce the ailments that may be exacerbated by poor air
quality.

Building and maintaining parks promotes a healthier and less sezhtary lifestyle compared
to the inverse. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundatiproduces health rankings for states
and counties. The foundation explores many aspects of health including quality of life,
healthy behaviors, access to clinical care, socioecamic factors, and environmental factors.
According to the data compiled by this foundation in 2015, the County of Merced has an
approximate 31 percent adult obesity rate dthough, 68 percent of residents haveaccess to
available exercise opportunities (Open Data Network, 2015) This is roughly similar to a
study prepared by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention refereng the California
Department of Public Health, which estimates a 34 percent obesity ra{@ulema Valdez,
2016). Furthermore, there is a higher prevalence of obesity among people who are low
income and Latino than among people of highhcome or peoplewho are white.

One of he purposes of preparing this Parks Master Plan isd identify and maximize the
resources available to the City of Los Banos and to better serve its constituents. With the
information contained within these sections a more educated determination can be made
by decisionmakers.

5 Center forDiseaseControl (CDC) claimavalley feveris endemic in the San Joaquin Valley. This fever is caused by fungus
in the soil getting trapped in the air and inhaled by residents. It can caupmeumoniaand is especially dangerous for
seniors.

6 The Robert Wood Johnson FoundatiofRWJF) is theUnited States largest philanthropy focused solely on health. The
foundation's goal, through the use of gints, is "to improve thehealth and health careof all Americans.”" RWJF makes for a
range of health issues, includig access to careshildhood obesity, and training for doctors and nurses. Other topics of
interest to the foundation include social and economic factors that can impabealth, including quality of housing,
violence,poverty, and access to fresh food.
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SECTION 3COMMUNITY: STAKEHOLDERNPUT

QKprepared a public outreach planthat was reviewed by the Citystaff for their input and
acceptancebefore the outreach process began

3.1.1 - LoSBANOSPARKSMASTERPLAN PUBLICOUTREACHPLAN
Public Outreach Plan

The two workshops identified in the outreach plan provided a variety of methods for
participants to interact, learn, and engage in wagithat are meaningful and comfortable (by
providing a range of written and verbal input options). QK facilitatorshelped guide the

community through the workshops and
ensure that all voiceswere heard and
acknowledged.

All workshops were noticed in the Qos
Banos Enterprisd 1 A x Odnd ®ith O
posters at a few of the larger and more
popular park sites, City Hall, and the
Community Center. A recogniable logo
was created for the Parks Master Plan

process that was included in all . oo K|
advertisements and repeated on all LOS BANOS PARKS MASTER PLAN
exhibits. QK prepared the advertisement COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1
for the newspaper and posters for the _ _ _

. . . . Please Join Us at Our First Community Workshop
meetings. QK maintaired a list of p— i}
participants who were noticed via email 52 [ ———
for future Parks Master Plan public events LOS BANOS 530 730PM

as provided by the ParksDivision and as
additionally collected from the public
workshops.

QKwas responsible for providing meeting

minutes for all public meetings related to
the Master Plan process. QK provided

Spanish translations for agendas, notices
and surveys if requested and necessary
The City provided a Spanish translator at
the first public meeting.

Los Banos Community Center
645 7th S1. Los Banos CA, 93635
Refreshments and snacks will be provided

TOPICS WE WILL BE DISCUSSING

- Tell us what you want in a park - Future trends

- Changing demographics + Renovaling parks and [acilities

Please contact Joe Heim for a;
Joe Heim, Par

estions regarding this event
1 Operations Manager

The ad appeared in the Los Banos Enterprise
newpaper. Attendance surpassed 100
residents.

Parks Master Plan
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$O00OEI ¢ OEA bDpOI EAA
with the City was the Parks and
Recreation Operations Manager. The
#EOUBO OAOEO AT A ¢
Manager brought in other City staff into
the project for discussion when
needed.

QK prepared a parks and recreéion
survey and presened it to City staff for
review and comment. The survewas
based on input gathered from the site

ous win parks and Rectealon | BANGS PARKS NASTER PLAN

Operations Manager and included co =
qguestions about key issues such ac sl JIGEC LG LU AL,

Regional Sports Complex, Aquatic Bienvenidoes al Primer Junta Comunitario
Certer, Colorado Ballpark, and the M Jeves,

i i P 9 de enero
_potentlal for an aquatic center. Key 0% BANOS Joecners
issues, other than those notedyere v
A A Los Banos Community Center
included in the survey after further 645 7th St. Los Banos CA, 93635
discussions with the Parks and Se servirdn refrescos
Recreation Operations ManagerSome

of the questionswere geared towards

TEMAS QUE DISCUTIREMOS

gathel’lng A I O E O E A o O A E Sus deseos en parque - Planes del futuro
~ o s ~ oA Z A N = L b z oA Cambio demografico - Renovando parques y instalaciones
AT i1 01T EOUBO OAODIT I

‘e . Para mas informacion llame:
addltlonal |Ssues: Joe Heim, Parks &(1;8;;221;?%241)&3"%5 Manager

Joe Heim@losbanos org
Demographics of participant . .
% Commgunipt)y attit?J des /ll;)iggesst Workshop Announcement in Spanish

issues facing Los Bangs

Recreation behavior/frequency of use

Facility use/perceived barriers to participation at parks and recreation
Satisfaction towards facilities and programsand

Desired improvements

= =4 =4 =9

The surveywas also be distributed to the participants and/or as a survey embedded in the
PowerPoint presentation at thepublic workshops. QK summarize the findings of the survey
and reviewed it with City staff. QK team membersalso provided the opportunity for
stakeholders who were unable to attend the interview to participate via an email survey.

Agendas and Minutes

QK was responsible for providing meeting agendas for all public meetings related to the
Master Plan process. QK reviegd the agendasvith City Staffprior to all public meetings. QK
was responsible for providing meetingsummaries and survey resultsfor all public meetings
related to the Master Plan process.
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3.2.1 - VISION

The City of Los Banos has held a lorgganding vision toO# OAAOA #1111 61 EOU OEOI
Parks, and Programsd Through leadership and creativity, theParks andRecreationDivision

enhances the quality of life and strengthens community by providing a variety of affordable

leisure and educational opportunities to individuals of all ages and abilities

3.2.2 - GOALS

Prior to the kick-off of the Parks Master Plan with the City of Losa®os and the consultant

team, the City wanted to achieve at least six goals during the course of this project. During

the planning process and public outreach with the community and stakeholders, additional

goals were identified as well as a list of polieis to pursue to meet those goals. A review of

past policies that were not yet implemented or policies that could be maintained that were

EAAT OEAZEAA ET OEA ¢momn ' AT AOAI 01 AT 10 AAOI E/
reviewed and included in thegoals and policies identified inSection 9z Action Plan.The six

initial goals are as follows:

GOALIncrease capacity to meet future demand (population growth).

GOAL. Provide a system of park classifications and amenity requirements for future parks
that serve their intended purpose.

GOAL.Develop a definitive program for renovation of existing recreation facilities and
development of future facilities.

GOAL Improve connectivity to parks.
GOAL Expand financial opportunities.

GOALAddressaccessibility including park visitors with disabilities.

3.3.1 - STAKEHOLDERTERVIEWS

QK met with the Parks and Recreation Commission, Parks Foreman, key sports
organizations, educators, and other key stakeholders as defined by the CitParks and
Recreation Managerto discuss the project and solicit comments, issues, problems, and
preferences. @& interviewed the stakeholders on November 19, 2019at the Los Banos
Community Center. Theone-day event (approximately six hours) included prearranged
timeslots to interview individuals and solicit responses. Interviewees also hh the
opportunity to offer their own input regardless of the prepared questions.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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The sixhour scheduled interviews with the stakeholders provided the interviewers with a
highly useful perspective on the issues, concerns, needs, and desires of groups like sports
organizations, lav enforcement, educators, and the Parks and Recreation Commission.
Below is a summary of their responses. More detailed responses and dozens of individual
thoughts and ideas are located ithe appendicesof this Master Plan.

The most often used source foinformation about events and activities in the city was by far,
social media. Emails and announcements at City Council meetings came in second and third,
respectively. The most often used facilities by the participants in the City included, in this
order, Oliveira Park, the Los Banos Community Center, and tied for third place: trails,
Pacheco Park, and Little Page Park. The most popular activities were picnicking and
tennis/pickleball.

The stakeholders identified the types of amenities that they wouldlke to see added to the
#EOUGO DPAOEOS 4EAU xAOA OATEAA E1T OEEO 1T OAAO

Splash Park

Outdoor Poot

Expand Current Parks

Increase the number and length of trails
Teen Club

More picnic areas and picnic sheltersand
More playgrounds

Nogas~wWNE

The stakeholders wereasked where theypreferred locating a regional sports complex and
the participants preferred to see one closer to Interstate 5 within the City. The west side
near SR 152 was their choice. When it came to the location for an outdoor pool, the
preferencewas downtown.

The §takehoIdAer§)greatestA concerns included, in this order, adequate parks and recreation
AAAE]I EOEAO OI 1 AAO OEA Ai i1 OTEOUGO TAAAOh AA(
personal safety.

3.3.2 - COMMUNITYVORKSHOR?1

QK prepared for and onducted Workshop #1 that included an overview of the Parks Master

ol AT AT A OEA PIATTEIC POI AAROON A AOEAZE O OO «x
local, regional, and national trends; andNational Parks and Recreation Association (NRPA)
guidelines.This meeting washeld in the evening over a approximately two-hour period on

January 9, 2020The meetingwas dividedinto three parts? exhibit boards with voting dots;

a project PowerPoint presentation with real time response survey;and a question and

answer period/open mic discussionby the consultantwhereby participants can individually

express their opinions, ideas, and concerns.
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Exhibit boards with images
of City parks were available
for review at the entrance
as participants walked in,
and they were be able to
write comments and ideas
on Postlt notes and attach
them to any of the exhibit
boards. Participants were
able to view the boards
before and after the event
as well as during the bbeak. : .
Participants were asked to |

locate their neighborhood | — .

and the park they used most +AUI A6O0 AAOCECI & O A 0],
often using voting dots on

maps. They were also asked

to use voting dots to select their preferred type of facility. The list of facilities included: teen
club; indoor and outdoor pool; increase in trails; outdoor basketball courts; skate park; more
playgrounds; tennis; dog park; splash park; more baseball fields; more soccer fields; outdoor
volleyball (grass or sand); outdoor exercise equipment; disc golf course; conumity
gardens; outdoor amphitheater/bandshell; and, a mix of pickleball courts, chess/checker
tables, and bocce.

Following is the order of preference for the most desired facilities:

1. Skatepark (also called an Action Sportspark)
2. Tie: Splash Park &ickleball/Bocce/Chess Tables and Similar Gamges
3. Tie: Outdoor Pool & Indoor Poal
4. Soccer Fields
5. Baseball Fields
6. More Trails; and
7. Community Gardens
I 4001 ET COTET O 4AAETTITCcU OAI EAEAOS8 OOOOAU AIi

was prepared. TurringPoint allows participants to respond to specific questions including
AT OxAOO OI OUAOGSE AT A o116 TO A 101 OEPI A AEITE
preferences posed to them on a large screen. Reimhe responses are provided after each
quedtion. For a list of the survey questions anthe responses please refer tthe appendices.
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3.3.3 - COMMUNITYDEVELOPMENDIRECTOR
MEETING

.
----

The City of Los Banos 2040 General Pla
Update was underway at the time the Parks
Master Plan project was in proces$Khad one

meeting with the Community and Economic
Development Directoron November 19, 2019
to collect information on the General Plan
progress and to gather input on possible
locations for a regional sports park. The
Community  Development Director has
suggested to the QK team that the goals an
policies that are derived from the Parks Master
Plan process will likely be included in the

General Plan update.

3.3.4 - \WORKSHOP#2: RENOVATIONS ANI
NEWPARKS

s XN Az o~z s A

7 OEOETI b DPAOOEAEDPA

fo select recreational amenity preferences,

favorite park, and where they live on a
map of the city.

On March 19, Governor Gavin Newson
California ordered a statewide mandate for
nearly all residents to stay home and limit
social interaction until further notice to try to
slow the spread ofCOVID19. As a result, large
gatherings such as public workshop were
postponed by the City of Los Banos. Workshop
#2 was postponed until September 10, 2020 via a Zoom Video Webinaohkted by QK over

an approximately oneand-a-half-hour period. Our team was assisted in the webinar with
the help of Joe Heim, Parks Division Manager. Using a graphic presentation, survey
guestions, opportunities for comment, QK was able to salit input and feedback from the
public. The workshop includel a recapsummary of the surveys and input providedrom the

first workshop ; concept site plans for two parks cited for future renovations and two concept
site plans for new parks; survey questions on a vaety of topics; and a timeline for
completion of the master plan.The workshop included exhibits for improvements to four
®ocus Aredparks (see Section7 7 FocusAreasfor exhibits of proposed new park sites and
renovated parks)Colorado Ballpark, AG Sports Complex, da newRegional Sports Complex
and new aquatic center.

Participants were asked to prioritize types of facilitiesfor new and renovated parks and to
select their preferred locations for a skatepark, pickleball courts, and new restroom facilities.

The material was also provided for inclusion to the City's website for public consumption
and comments.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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The results of the Focus Area parksjuestion and answerportion of the survey included the
selection of the preferred Concept Site Plan for each park and the preferred amenities for
each park as desired by the community. Some of the results of the Workshop and a
simultaneous online survey hosted by the City icluded the following.

Regional Sports Park Results

1 The preferred Concept Site Plan was Concept B with a meandering interior roadway
and several central picnic areas.

1 The preferred amenities most participants wanted to see were court games, soccer
fields and ballfields, and restrooms with concession stands.

Colorado Ballpark

1 A <atepark and pickleball courts were the most popular amenities desired for
Colorado Ballpark followed by a close third with renovated ballfields.

1 Although Colorado Ballpark was the most popular location for a skateparkpsie
youths wanted one on the eastside like Talbott Basin Park orAG Sports Complex
Downtown was also selected aa popular potential spot.

Aquatic Center

1 The preferred Concept Plan was Concept Site Plan B that had more amenities than
Concept Site Plan A.

1 An aquatic center with competition pool andpool for kids to play and learn to swim
was the mostpopular type of aquatic center. A large pool community building with
large event room or rooms and kitchen was also highly desired.

1 Adowntown location is the most popular spot for an aquac center.

Ag Sports Complex

1 The preferred Concept Site Plan was Concept B with the meandering trails.

1 The Ag Sports Complex was identified as another desirable site foore sports fields
and an aquatic center.

1 Tennis and pickleball and meandering trails through the park were the most desired
amenities.

Other Survey Results and Comments

1 Bulk of surveyparticipants were ages35z65, although there is a fair representation
from all age groups.

1 Renovating Pacheco Rrk wasahuge priority. The preferred site for a splash pad was

Pacheco Park.

A large playground was a preferred amenity at nearly all neywarks.

Building an Aquatics Center and a splash pad were both alsbuge community

priorit ies.

= =4
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1 Preferred locationsfor a skatepark were Colorado Ballpark and a site downtown near
community center.

T Somel £ OEA # Evénikd ©O seb & Raiefpatk constructed othe east side and

O E AliRdlyGhe reason why Talbott Basin Parkand AG Sports Complex receid

multiple votes. Downtownwas also a popular spot.

Participants wanted to see lightingareas to restand shade at future skateparks

Lighting on the trails seems to be the biggestem that peoplewho use the trails were

requesting.

Lighted fieldswere listed asone of the most desired amenities

Preferred locations for pickleball courts were Pacheco Park and any basin park that

had soccer games

1 Specialty use parks are the most desired area to increase park usage (dog park, splash
pad, etc.).

1 Exercise equipment wane of the morefavored amenities at certain park locations.
Gardens V, which is near the trailmight work best. Airspace clearancenear the
airport may need to be addressed.

1 Residentswould like more affordable programs at the Community Center. Measure H
could help accomplish this

1 There was community interest in seeing public art in city parks (i.e., murals).

E

= =

3.3.5 - PARKS ANORECREATIOKLOMMISSIONMEETING

On October 20, 2020a virtual presentation was held with the City Parks and Recreation
Commission to present a summary of the draft Parks Master Plan and gather any input they
might have after reviewing the document and the summary presentationA second virtual
meeting was held on December 10, 2D to gather additional input from the Commission. At
the end of the meeting, the commissioners unanimously voted to recommend the master
plan for approval to the City Council.

3.3.6 - QTYCOUNCIIMMEETING

On February 3, 2021, a virtual presentation was held with the City Council to present a
summary of the draft Parks Master Plan and gather any input they might have after
reviewing the document and the summary presentation.

3.3.7 - SUMMARY OSURVEYS

A summary of the survey results of the community input and stakeho#t interviews can be
found in the appendicesof this document.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
City of Los Banos Page3-8



Parks Master Plan Trends

SECTION 4TRENDS

Since the provision of public parks and recreation services can be influenceddgmographic

preferences, the Master Plan process identified logakgional,and national recreation trends

that help define what Los Banos residentsnay beseekingeither now or as the City grows

Resident demographics using local community input andesearch of relevant national

trends, critical insights that help to plan for the future can be found. This section reviews

local, regiona, AT A 1T AOET 1T Al OAAOAAOGEI1T OOATAO OAI AOE
identified interests. Learning from new shifs in participation in outdoor recreation, sports,

and cultural programs, a city can then adapt its park requirement planning and development

focus.

4.1 - Local

Local trends are identified by listening to the residents
of Los Banos to determine their interests and desires for
recreation amenities in the City. A preference by the
community is not necessarily a trend but a preference
may result because it is a tred. The top three trends

that the consultant team heard from listening and from

survey input included the following:

1 A skatepark that could hold regional
competitions with a variety of design elements

1 Pickleball courts throughout all neighborhoods
of the community; and

1 Splash parks which is also a trend in many
central valley communities due to the extreme
summer heat conditions.

Recent park renovations in nearby communities in
Merced County can also reflect the trends that are
occurring locally. Exampls include:

1 The only park in Planadawill be upgraded to
include features such as a splash padutdoor
stage, eight new benches welded blyigh school Splash Park at Inspiration Park in
students, and a jogging path with lighing and an Fresno, California
exercise station. Thefour-AAOA (1 Ol E
current amenities will be upgraded as well. The
plan calls for its basketball court to be resurfaced, its lights replaced and a shade
covering to protect the existing playground. Eleven graffiti-resistant metal picnic
tables will replace old ones. Additionallytwo picnic pavilions with six tables and
barbecues as well as three new picnic shelters with four tables each will be added.
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1 In Gustine, Pioneer Park will receive upgrades like a new basketball court, splash pad,
playground, free-play area, picnic areasand fencinginstalled around the park.

1 A-recently completed park in Merced, McNamara Park, included synthetic turf soccer
fields, splash play, fencing and entry gate designed and welded by local high school
students, mural on the blank wall of a new resbom designed and painted by the UC
Merced art students, climbing play structure, and security cameras.

This section looks at two approaches to Regional Trends. First, it identifies cities within
three California regions and how each may have aehed or is not reaching their park acreage

ratios per 1,000 residents as identified in their General Plans and/or Parks Master Plans.
Second, it looks at the recreational facility trends in cities throughout the San Joaquin Valley.

4.2.1 - REGIONATRENDS INPARK RATIOS ANPARKACCESS

Within Merced County and much of the Central Valley, many communities have much less
park and open space designated acreage per 1,000 residents than l@gtensely-populated
areas of the state. Furthermore, Merced and neighboringounties have higher rates of
disadvantaged populations than other regions of the state. Disadvantaged communities
typically include areas that have lower overall income levels but can also include deficiencies
in local facilities, such as parks and recegional spaces.

For example, within the State, only 24 percent of residents live more than half a mile from a
park. Within Merced County, approximately 46 percent or almostiouble the number of
residents live more than half a mile from a park. Directimpacts associated with living further
from parks and open space include decreased physical activity which in turn leads to
increased poor health issues as well as health costs ovdral With the region being
disadvantaged in terms of income, reducing any ancillary costs, such as health care through
promotion of exercise at parks or trails, would be beneficialHowever, Los Banos appears to
be the exception to the rule, as the City Isal6 percent of residents living further than a half
mile from a park and 27 percent living with less than three acres of park or open space per
1,000 residents, which would be closer to the ratios within the Bay Area despite a lower
median household incone.

4EA AEOEAO xEOE OEIi EI AO Pi BOI AGETTO O1 ,10 "4
General Plan and current ratio of acres per 1,000 residents are 6.5 and 6.6, respectively.
. AxAOEGO ' AT AOAT o1 AT AT A AOOOATO3.0ALEIL, T £ A
respectively. It should be noted also that cities like Hanford have General Plan policies that
include a portion of the recreational facility acreage of school sites and joint use agreements

to meet their park requirements.
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Table4-1
Comparison of Park Demographics between Regions and Cities in California
Percent of
Percent of residents General
Residents living with Medi Plan Cur_r i
edian . Ratio of
C;omparable further less than 3 Income per Policy of Acres per
City (County) th_an a half acres ofparks Household Acres per 1.000
mile from a or open space 1,_000 res'i dents
park per 1,000 residents
residents
CENTRAL VALLEY
City of Los Banos (Merced) 16% 27% $48,410, 7.0 6.3
Atwater City (Merced) 46% 50% $57,745 3.0 3.37
City of Madera (Madera) 62% 53% $56,305 3.0 2.52
City of Reedley (Fresno) 45% 78% $52,629 4.0 2.63
City of Patterson 24% 58% $60,321 5.0 No Parks
Hanford City (Kings) 54% 59% $61,663 3.0 3.08
Porterville City (Tulare) 47% 60% $48,817 10 5.1
Delano City (Kern) 43% 67% $51,579 3.0 1.89
Folsom City(Sacramento) 11% 46% $69,767 5.0 6.21
BAY AREA
Gilroy City (Santa Clara) 12% 73% $126,606 5.0 2.34
Santa Cruz City (Santa Cruz 15% 28% $86,941 4.5 3.63
Newark City (Alameda) 8% 65% $102,125 3.0 3.11
Danville Town (Contra 19% 54% $101,618 6.5 6.6
Costa)
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Redlands City (Riverside) 40% 61% $66,964 5.0 6.0
Arcadia City(Los Angeles) 24% 81% $68,093 2.43 2.38
Aliso Viejo City (Orange) 11% 61% $89,759 5.0 5.37
Hesperia City (San 41% 66% $63,857 5.0 7.3
Bernardino)
Poway City (San Diego) 18% 49% $79,079 7.5 13.0
Imperial 34% 51% $48,984 5.0 3.0

Source:https://www.parksforcalifornia.org/parkaccess

City of Atwater General Plan 2000, City of Madera General Plan 2009, City of Madera Parks Master Plan 2009, City of
Reedley General Plan 2013, City &fatterson General Plan 2010, City of Hanford General Plan 2030, Porterville City
General Plan 2030, City of Delano General Plan 2005, City of Delano 2016 Parks and Recreation Master Plan, City of
Folsom General Plan 2035, City of Gilroy General Plan 20Q2ty of Gilroy Parks Master Plan 2004, City of Santa Cruz
General Plan 2030, City of Santa Cruz Parks Master Plan 2030, City of Newark General Plan 2013, Danville Town General
Plan 2030, City of Redlands General Plan 2035, City of Arcadia General PlarD2@lty of Aliso Viejo General Plan 2014,

City of Hesperia General Plan 2010, City of El Centro General Plan 2004.
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Parks Master Plan Trends

Although California has seen recent trends in attempts to increase parks and recreational
facilities through the implementation of acquisition provisions, such as the Quimby Act or
the Mitigation Fee Act, on a statewide level, State operated park space has severely leveled
off. Inthe 1970s, the total acreage acquired by California for state parks was almost 180,000
acres. Since 2010, the &t has only acquired 37,811 acres. In 2017 and 2018, no new
acreage was added to the state park system for the first time in almost 50 years.

California’s land acquisition for state parks
1970-2018 by decade

178,863
acres 175,397

1970-79  1980-89 1990-9S9  2000-09 2010-18

Source: California Department of Parks and Recreation
BAY AREA MEWS GROUP

There is limited space within thestate to acquire land for such useshowever, the steep
decline could be anindication that the state is nearing an end of acquiring new state lands
and transitioning the responsibility of providing parks and open space to more local
agencies, such as cities or special districts. With the increases anticipated in population
growth and perhaps inrmigration from other areas of the state, state park facilities are
expected to be more impacted by overcrowding resulting in diminished quality of park
facilities if measures are not taken in the form of funding or proper maintenancéRogers
2019).

4.2.2 - REGIONAORENDS INFACILITIES

Regional trends identify recreational facilities being proposed by cities throughout
California, particularly in central California, southern California, and the Bay AreaSome of
the more common themes include a focus on walking and hiking; outdoor pools with an
emphasis on swimming and aquatic based activities including competition pooland team
sports.

In order to minimize annual operational costs, the trend in aquatics developnmé has been
to create a combination of rectangular pools (racing pools), mulpurpose recreational
pools, water slides, wet play/splash play areas, and shallow areas for swimming lessaibk
in one facility. The facility should be located in a central phof town so as to be equidistant
to all residents.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Hockey, rugby, and lacrosse have all experienced an increase of participation. Ultimate
Frisbee,touch football, and fast pitch softball have seen a significant decline in the last five
years. Howeverrecent trends related to concerns over football concussions, has sparked a
new interest in touch football.

Soccer as a yearound sport can have immense pressure on natural fields. Future
recommendations suggest cities consider constructing a ratio of ppoximately one of every
three sports fields as lighted, synthetic turf fields wherever sports complexes are being
planned to obtain maximum usefulness of the investment. The loAgrm water savings and
maintenance cost savings will benefit the sustainabiy of City operations.Artificial turf can
also be used for a variety of sports including baseball, touch football, lawn bowling, and more.

Other regional facility and program trends include:

1 Themed special events, social recreation eventfiness enhancement classes, and

health and wellness education were all identified as the top five most commonly

provided program areas offered regionally

TeenClub/Center;

Community Center,

DogParkincluding small dog parks

Gymnasiurs;

SportsCompleses;

Indoor and outdoor basketball courts

Greenways/paths for running, biking and dog walking. Fitness walking remained the

most popular fitness activity;

Park restrooms and better lighting in all parks

An interconnected system of green belts, future trasegments

Renewable energy in facility design. Incorporate renewable energy opportunities

where appropriate to reduce future operating costs

1 Incorporate new types of play elements and features when making playground
improvements, suchas:

0 Music garders;

o Nature play elements in existing parks, in addition to or as an alternative to
traditional playground equipment in neighborhood and community parks.
Consider incorporating nature play areas along trail corridors or in open spaces
and

o Destination play areas, also called themed playgroundsare those that are
designed around a common theme, providing play opportunities that are hanes
on, physically challenging and/or educational. The aea shall be an inclusive
playground for children of all ages and abilites.

1 Diversified recreation opportunities, adding facilities such as bocce courts, a bike
skills area/pump track, pickleball courts, exercise stations, a climbing structure
QOutdoor events space for concerts and eventsand

Rental facilities at picnic areas

=4 =4 48 -4 -8 -5 -9

= =4 =

= =4
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Los Banos is doing well in providingmost of the regional trending facilities such as
baseball/multi -purpose fields, tennis/pickleball courts, basketball courts (lighted and
unlighted), and playgrounds.The City offersnumerous multi -purpose fields inthe variety of
fenced, unfenced and basin open field3he quality of these facilities needs improvement
and more capital investment The City does not have an outdoor swimming pool, but this can
be a longrange goal discussed with the aquatic center desig In some instances, e
guantity of fenced facilities could be increasedrom two to eight or more depending on the
available space In recent years, Los Banos has revamped its playground replacement
program, which should be ongoing.

Accordingto the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA):

1 There are typically 10.1 acres of parker 1,000 residents, with a lower quartile of 5.2
acres per 1,000 and an upper quartile of 17.1 acres per 1,000 residengnd

1 There is typically one park for eery 2,181 residents, with the lower quartile of 1,260
per park and an upper quartile of 4,298 residents per park

Throughout the United States, facilitiesnay vary depending on locale and local resources.
Table 42 is a breakdown of the percentage of eadype of facility present at parks and the
number of residents per type of equipment/facility by public agency is as follows

Table4-2
2019 NRPA Park Facilities Review
Resident
: . Percentage .
Rank Park Equipment/Facility Type Present at Parks Pe[r I;ZZI“W
1 Playgrounds 94.4% 3,706
2 Basketball Courts 86.1% 7,375
3 Tennis courts (outdoor only) 79.7% 4,803
4 Diamond fields: baseball youth 77.9% 6,608
5 Diamond fields:softball z adult 66.5% 12,619
6 Rectangular fields: multipurpose 66.1% 7,878
7 Diamond fields: softballz youth 60.9% 11,160
8 Dog park 59.3% 44,330
9 Diamond fields: basebalk adult 54.7% 20,412
10 Swimming pools (outdoor only) 52.3% 36,266
11 Tot Lots 48.1% 12,226
12 Rectangular fields: soccer fielg youth 48.1% 6,883
13 Community Gardens 46.3% 29,750
14 Multi -use courts: basketball, volleyball 42.0% 17,667
15 Rectangular fields: soccer fielg adult 40.9% 13,031
16 Skate park 26.2% 49,250
17 Multipurpose synthetic field 19.1% 43,149
Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Rank Park Equipment/Facility Type Percentage PZfls:igc(:eiﬁt
quip yp Present at Parks Type ty
18 Ice rink (outdoor only) 16.7% 18,500
19 Rectangular field: lacrosse field 11.7% 25,566
20 Rectangular field: cricket field 9.2% 126,945
21 Overlay field 7.5% 15,819
22 Rectangular field:field hockey 4.0% 33,112

Source: 2019 NRPA Agency Performance Revigwark Facilities

Depending on demographics and climate, the need and availability to use certain facilities
will vary. However, this provides a glimpse as to what types décilities are most common
throughout the United States and perhaps the average residential population needed to fully
utilize each specific facility. For instance, the likelihood of an ice rink being utilized within
the City of Los Banos is low given thelimate as well as the type of sports which are played.
However, that does not eliminate the fact that a rink that was utilized for roller rather than
ice hockey would not be an acceptable use within the CityThe following national trends
may have thetendency to influence park facilities and programs for the next5 years.

Combatting the increasing rate of obesity Combatting the increasing rate of obesity has
become a national trend.According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OCED), the United States has had an obesity rate that has risen at rates f
greater than other developed countries worldwide. The rate was approximately 14 percent
in the mid-1970s but has grown to approximately 40 percent in the 2010s with no sigof
leveling off. It is estimated that the obesity rate in the United States will reach almost 50
percent by 2030 without significant policy changesegarding health-related sectors, such as
nutrition but also available of facilities where fitness activities are possible, such as parks
and trails.

Combatting Increased Opioid Use.Given the rise in opioid use nationwide, the design of
parks, where much drug use may take place after normal operating hours, is an important
factor that could help stem the progression of opioid use. This trend has led to agencies
revisiting their designs of park facilities in order to promote better visibility of employees,
passingby law enforcement and surrounding neighbors to discourage this type of behavior.
These desig changes include, but are not limited to, improving sight lines near restrooms,
changing the placement or removing benchealtogether, security cameras,and installing
additional safety lighting.

Nationwide Fitness Activity Trends According to the Sports and Fitness Industry
Association (SFIA), high impact intensity training (HIIT) and crosgraining style workouts,

or CrosskFit, are two of the top trending aerobic activities. These workouts combine elements
of gymnastics, weightifting, running, rowing, and other sports to create a varied fitness
regime. Regarding individual sports, offoad triathlons have seen asevenpercent average
annual growth for the last five years. These races, such as XTERRAs, consist of a competitive
combination of swimming, mountain biking, and trail running. Pickleball, a paddle sport
mixing badminton, tennis, and table tennis, is still trending, gaining an averag@ht percent

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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growth each year. Growing even slightly faster is Cardio Tennis at 9.1 pent. Cardio Tennis
is a fitness program that focuses on combining a full body workout with elements of tennis.

Generational Changes Activity participation varies based on age, but it also varies based on
generational preferences. Regarding generationalctivity, according to the SFIA report

i EITTATTEAI O EAA OEA EECEAOO PAOAAT OACA 1T &£ OEI
guarter also remained sedentary. Nearly 28 percent of Generation X were inactive, wihe-

third of Baby Boomerseinginactive. Baby Boomers prefer low impact fitness activities such

AO OxEIiiTETch AUAIEIch ANOAOEA AQGAOAEOAR AT A x
were at least casually active in 2017, according to the 2018 SFIA repoifable 2-2
demonstrates the bre&down of age groupsn the City of Los Banos. In the City of Los Banos,

the generational groups are as follows:

1 Generation Z ages % 22: 27 percent;

1 Millennials, ages 22z 37: 25 percent,

1 Generation Xages 387 52: 20 percent,

1 Baby Boomersages 8z 71: 22 percent and

1 The Silent Generation72+ years old:six percent.

Technology.Technology is having a greater impact in parks than ever before. Lower costs,
technological simplification and mass production are making highiech inexpensive and
acces#ble to park and recreation agencies.

The most tantalizing tech developments for 2019 are monitoring systems, such as beacon

counters and geofencing, that can be used in parks. Beacon counters are simple, relatively
inexpensiveBluetooth-enabled devices tlat can be mounted in a variety of locations, interior

AT A AGOAOET Oh OEAO AAOAAO A PAOOTI 160 DPOAOGAT AA
information to a central location. Geofences utilize RFID or GPS technology to locate people

within larger areas.

"OEAT '1 AOECEOh AEOAAOT O T £ 3A1T $EACI #1 010U
are free without staff, so we have no way of monitoring and counting how many people are

using the parks, what the most popular areas are, times of day, etheTbeacon counters

attach to light poles, fencing and signs, and power themselves through photovoltaic cells. We

AAT AT 11 AAO AT A ITTTEOT O OEA AAOA OAIT OAT U £EOI

Recreational drones are becoming increasingly accepted in park setting®/ith advances in
technology, reduced prices due to mass production and greater public acceptance, drones
are becoming just another type of tech recreation. Fears of some park manageoscerning
privacy intrusions and safety violations persist, howeverLikewise, the proximity of some
parks to the local airport could also create a problem.In parks, the promise of drones in
assisting in public safety missions and improving public secity continues to make this
specific type oftechnology more enticing. The future of drone use in Los Banos may be a
distant opportunity. As elsewhere in similar communities, a policy for the use of drones in
Los Banos should be in line with the Los BasdViunicipal Airport policies.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Drones are currently being used for pollination. A U.S. firm is already using fglize drones
for dropping pollen bombs on fruit and nut crops, increasing yields 2660 percent. Could
there be new applications for parks?

In the near or perhaps distant future, park and recreation agencies may embrace the use of
technology in 220 and beyondfor a variety of purposes, including monitoring of park
visitors, biometric identification at entrances to public facilities and prograns, and scientific
uses, such as surveying firprone landscapes and charting the spread of invasive species.
Although it is not likely to occur in 2019, facial recognition software may be coming to parks
and recreation sooner than we think, as it alreadyhas for retail businesses and law
enforcement.

eSports. With revenue topping a halfbillion dollars per year and a global audience of 400
million annually, eSports are more than a fad. In eSports, spectators essentially aitd watch
individuals or teamsof players compete in a variety of electronic games, cheering rabidly for
their favorite champions or teams.

With slick marketing, intensive promotion and exciting competition for participants and
audiences alike, this essentially sedentary recreationattvity poses a conundrum for parks
and recreation. It is problematic in combatting childhood obesity, getting kids on their feget
and being physically active.

Despite its sedentary nature, eSports is a form of recreation virtually guaranteed to draw
crowds of young people into recreation facilities and venues. eSports events and
tournaments have excellent potential for revenue generation and facility utilization. Is it
possible for public parks and recreation to convert this enormous potential into a mearaf
promoting health, physical activity and social cohesion for young people?

Several park and rec agencies are likely to sponsor eSports tournaments in 2019, combining
digital gaming with supplemental events and physical activity challenges. For particips,
this will offer maximum fun in combination with heart-healthy physical activities, gaining
the best of what can be an outstanding opportunity for parks and reeation agenciesto
attract and engage youth.

Dog ParksDog parks are one of the fastest gwing types of parks in the country. The more

than 90 million dogs in the United States must have a place to run, play, and socialize with

other dogs. Larger dog parks have become destinations and can contribute significantly to

agency revenues and tourismincreasingly, for many, dogs are regarded not just as part of

the family but astheir children. Currently, a one acre dog park is proposed for the Ag Sports

Complex that could serve the entire community. A typical guideline for dog parks is a
community should have a minimum of one facility for every 50,000 residents as identified

AU 30AOEOOA 0O3P1 OO0 0O 2AAOAAOQEIT O0OAOEO O / OOA
one half to one acre so the proposed dog park at Ag Sports Complex should serve the
community well.
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Themed Playgrounds and Splash ParksThemed playgrounds and themed splash parks
continue to be a popular trend. Asplash park, dso referred to as an aquatic playground,
spray ground, splash pad, or waterplay, is a recreational area designegpecifically for
interactive water play. Unlike swimming, wading, or paddling pools, splash parks have no
standing water. Splash parks improve public space and provide an ideal setting for family
recreation. Another reason for their popularity is that sgpash parks are less expensive than
pools and require less maintenance and oversight. Whether they echo a medieval castle,
pirate ship or outer space, thesethemed play spacesbreak the mold of traditional
playgrounds to battle evershrinking attention spans. ¥ O A @Al b1 Ah -1 OCAT1 60
Inspiration Island Splash Park in San Antonio, Texas, which carries a pirate themiéows
children of all abilities to pretend to set sail on a pirate ship or search for buried treasure as
they keep cool while playing in the sun. Large themed playgrounds should be components
of flagship or larger neighborhood and community parks such as Pacheco Park. Sizes can
range from 5,000 square feet to 10,000 square feet and larger such as the nearly 14,000
square feetplayground at Inspiration Park in Fresnoand its 4,400 square foot nearby splash
pad.

Increase in Indoor Activities. Some traditional public park facilities are being replaced by
indoor commercial recreation experiences. Some of the new indoor facilities that are
growing by leaps and bounds include trampoline centers, climbing facilities, and multi
sports ®ubblesdthat have turf-play areas for baseball, lacrosse, football, soccer and other
field sports.

Most are private-sector, for-profit facilities that may supplant public park and recreation
programs and facilities. With outdoor temperatures rising due to climate cinge and some
areas of the county experiencing extreme heat in the summer months, there is a growing
market for such indoor payto-play recreation, which, in many cases, is overtaking the
capacity of public parks and recreation to offer these recreationmaenities but leaving such
experiences out of reach for those who cannot afford it.

Outdoor Yoga.Yoga is one of the fasteggrowing wellness trends, and its popularity is only
expected to climb.Twenty million Americans currently practice yoga. Yoga Jour's latest
&Yoga in Americ@ survey shows that8.7 percentof Americans are practicing yoga that's
more than 28 million Americans. Nearly one third of yoga enthusiasts practice the activity
outdoors. The number of yoga practitionersover the age ofb0 has tripled in the last three
years. A park can add an outdoor yoga space atserene location away from noisethat
cultivates a sense of calmness and peadgities could look for a green space with beautiful
flowers or trees nearby.
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Pickleball. More than 31 million players
play pickleball in the United States and
that number has beergrowing by more
than 10 percent each year over the past
decade. A lot ofAmericans play tennis,
but pickleball is a lot easier on the body.
Pickleball is a sport that anyone ca
enjoy. Approximately 75 percent of core
players are 55 or older while 14 percent
of casual players are older than 55.
11T OEAO OAAOT 1 A
popularity is that many people are
migrating from tennis to pickleball. Pickieball is a spot for all age groups

Tennis courts can be easily stped for

pickleball players. Utilizing tennis and pickleball courts for dual usage can be a highly
effective cost savings approach for two sports on one court. Pickleball tournaments are local,
regional, and national. Their popularity continues to growA park with six to eight pickleball
courts for pickleball tournaments should be considered for the City of Los Banos

ConnectednessParks have long offered communitybased walking programsand building
and, connecting trails and greenwaysto parks and neghborhoods have become top
priorities for regional planning boards and municipal agencies. The City of Los Banos has
been successful with trails on irrigation canals and abandoned rail lines and have more
identified in their Pedestrian and Bicycle Plas (as well as bikeways). Several communities
have greenways that connect to streets, neighborhoods, and parks, some with sidewalks and
some without sidewalks. One of the trends, both past and future, has been for many public
agencies to provide this connectedess throughout their community. Davis and Chico are
examples of California communities welconnected by greenbelts and trails.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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SECTION 5INVENTOR®& NEEDSASSESSMENMANALYSIS

This section of the Master Plan provides an overview of existing parks, trails, and recreation
facilities within the City of Los Banos. An understanding of existing resources is essential to
beginning the needs evalugon process. A diverse combination of community parks,
neighborhood and pocket parks, special use facilities, trails, and the recreation center
provide opportunities for a myriad of community and personal activities for recreation,
health, education, anctultural enrichment within the City.

A4EA 1+ 4AAT O1 OOAA AAAE 1T &£ OEA #EOUB8O DAOE
Recreation staff members, digitally photographed the facilities, and listened to staff
members regarding their issues, e@ncerns, and likes and dislikes about each of the

properties.

The City of Los Banosgrides itself on providing the highest quality parks and recreation to
its citizens. The parks and recreation facility inventory idicate there is a broad range of
passive and active opportunities well dispersed throughout the city. The City of Los Banos
currently includes approximately 266 acres of parks and facilities. This includes pocket
parks or mini-parks, neighborhood parks, coomunity parks, specialty parks, and recreation
centers or buildings otherwise referred to as assets. The current park acreages are analyzed
against a ratio of park or recreation amenity per population, typically per 1,000 population.
Local agencies can aipt their own standards, but often agencies tend to look toward
national and regional standards.The current population of Los Banos is 41,898 and an
average size of 3.45 people per household. This averages out @@ acres per 1,000
population. Unlike the cities of Hanford and Clovis, California, school recreation facilities are
not included with the average per 1,000 population.

5.2.1 - PARKCLASSIFICATIONS

The Master Plan suggests the classification of park into five categories: Pocket Parks,
Neighborhood Paks, Community Parks, Specialty Parks or Facilities, and Trails. A sixth
classification, regional parks, are identified as parkgypically larger than 50 acres though
smaller cities have regional parks less than thaservice the region and nearby citiesand
provide a range of activities including passive and active recreation but primarily sports field
games such as soccer, football, and baseball/softball. Los Banos does not have a regional
facility.

Pocket Parks

For the purpose of this Master Plan, Pocket Parks in the City of Los Banos are most often
found in residential neighborhoods developed as an amenity to serve the immediate
neighborhood and can be reached by foot in around five minutes or less and are gealbr

Parks Master Plan February 2021
City of Los Banos Page5-1



Parks Master Plan Inventory & Needs Assessment Analysi:

located less than onegguarter mile from the furthest residence. Pocket parks are usually less
than oneacre and can be linear parks that separate the ends of ailg-sacs or greenways that
connect adjacent streets. Typically, pocket parks, at a minimyrnmclude a playground, picnic
tables and barbecues, benches, and shade. Lighting is usually available from the adjacent
streets. Larger pocket parks (between one half to one acre) may provide basketball and/or
volleyball.

Neighborhood Park

For the purpose of this Master Plan, Neighborhood Parks in the City of Los Banos are
designed to meet local neighborhood needs and are intended to be within walking or
bicycling distance of less than a onbalf mile radius. Neighborhood Parks usually emphasize
child oriented and family-oriented activities. Theytypically range in size from one acre to
ten acres and the size can generally be as much2&sacres when attached to a storm basin.
The storm basins are generally used for open play, sports field games, apérimeter
walking/jogging trails.

Community Park

For the purpose of this Master Plan, Community Parks in the City of Los Banos are designed
to serve both the City as a whole or a group of neighborhoodgvhile community parks may
include neighborhood parkamenities, and do act as neighborhood parks as well, the focus of
a community park isoften on meeting community-based recreation, athletics and open space
needs. Two examples would be the Ag Sports Complex and the Colorado Ballpark. Typically,
the senice area ranges from onenile to as much as a threemile radius; patrons typically
drive to community parks so oftstreet parking is required. The acreage ranges in size from
seven to twenty. Community Park facilities are most often oriented towards fangiland adult
activities such as tennis courts, community centers, swimming pools or splash pads, sports
fields, walking paths, picnic areas and/or picnic shelters, and night lightingn some cases, a
park with a single athletic field or two athletic fields that provides a venue for community
athletic organizations may fall into this category regardless of its small sizeCommunity
0OAOEO OEI O A AA OARAAAEAAT A £EO0TiT OEA #EOUBO AOC
from travel through residential neighborhoods.

Ag Sports Complexcan expand to an approximately50-acre facility. Currently, Ag Sports

#1 1 p1 Ag AAT OAOOEAA 1100 T &# OEA #EOUGBGO 11 OO0E
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south of Pacheco Boulevard and east of Mercey Springs Road would be underserved by
community parks because they are further than a twanile radius from Ag Sports Complex

or Colorado Ballpark. Despite its small size, Pacheco Park ansidered a community park

because of its many amenities, the library, the museum, and its proximity to a major
arterial/state route.
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Specialty Park or Facility

For the purpose of this Master Plan, a Specialty Park or Facilitpvers a broad range of
spedalized park and recreation facilities, often with a single major use. Golf courses,
historical sites, community center sites, theme parks, water parks and other speciase
facilities fall into this category. These parks may also include neighborhood community
park elements, but with amenities that have a regional appeal to visitors from outside the
boundaries of the Park Districtcan be a building used for meetings aecreational programs

or a memorial park or plaza generally smaller than five ace Specialty parks may also
include a park that is meant to commemorate a fallen hero or heroes or a specific use such
as a skate park, BMX track or dog park.

The size of the park o facility can vary significantly based on the needs of the
amenity/facility. The park or facility can also draw visitors from well beyond the boundaries
of the City.

Trail

For the purpose of this Master Plan, trails are linear paths usually along a canal or old
railroad right of way or an easement that provides access to gal trails or rail trails. Trall
easements can vary in widthupto 100EAAO AO EO OEA AAOA xEOE
are usually a paved or DG surface from eight t® feet in width. Shade trees, bench seating,
and trash containers are prefered.

Park Needs Consistent Throughout the City

Overall each park needsre as follows. Most parks needADA ramps to playgroundspearby
public sidewalk ADAramps, transition from old growth trees to newly planted trees (most),
park ID signage and rulessignage Each park should target playground replacement every
15720 years, or as needed. Playgroundood chips or engineered Fibarare the preferred
surfacing but pour-in-place surfaces could be pursued in conjunction with a splash pad or as
part of a large park facility. Benchestrash cans, andpicnic tables should be replaced and
maintained. Lighting should be provided where possible, particularly solalighting.

Equipment, too, is necessary for ongoing park maintenance. At a minimum, the City should
include stump grinder anda new aerial boom truck in this budget for park maintenance.

The City isadding Cartograph software this year, whichwill be utilized as a park asset
management systemnthat will assist in tracking small asset conditioaand replacementand
will provide coverage for all areas of the Los Banos park system.
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5.2.2 - DESCRIPTIONS d&ISTINAPARKS
Pocket Parks

BIG PAGEPARK. 1055 West | Street.
Big Page Park is an approximately
0.9-acre pocket park located in the
triangle formed by West | Street,
West J Street, and Pennsylvanic
Avenue, and approximately 1,500
feet east of los Banos Airport. Big
Page Park does not have any
sidewalks along any of the streets
that it fronts. A new sidewalk should
meander around the large shade
trees so that they can be preserved to
the extent possible. ADA pedestrian
access is not available &m the ""‘"“f "* -

adjacent neighborhoods. The park Big Page Parkhadnewp/ayquwment/nsta//edln

has two picnic tables. The park has February 2020

an adequate number of trees that

provide sufficient shade. There is adequate space for open lawn play which also allows for
other potential park features should the community regiest other amenities or playground
expansion. The park should have a split rail fence on its perimeter at | Street to prevent
children from running onto the busy arterial road.

CATHOLICPARK. 1150 5" Street. The approximately quarter-acre Catholic Park is located

250-feet north of Cornerstone Catholic Church and is across Fifth Street from an artist studio.
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boundary, lacks a sidewalk, and ADA ped#rian access to the surrounding neighborhood is

not available. Asidewalk along L Street might require the removal ofdrge treeswhich

should be replaced if they are removed. The park would benefit from benches, picnic tables,

andan identification sigi 8 SEAAA EO AAANOAOGA8 711 A AEAT AET C
shows signs of aging.

QTRUSIERRACH PARK. 226 Citrus Avenue.Citrus Terrace | Park is an approximately .29

acre park tucked in between five homes that borders Citrus Avenue. Thergalocated on

OEA AEOUBO 11 OOE AAT OOA1 AOAAnR EAO Pl Au ANOEE
The park does not have benches, picnic tables, and signage. Shade trees are adequate for the

size of the space but lacks active choices such as volial}. The playground was replaced in

April 2020 and thewood chipswere applied for the fall surfacing The park needs a sidewalk

to the playground and a picnicarea7 | T A A£AT AET ¢ Ai11 ¢ OEA DPAOEGSO
neighbors shows signs of aging.
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CGTY PARK (ON NINTH
STREEY. 450 9" Street.City
Park is an approximately
.81-acre park located within
the triangle formed by D
Street, 9" Street, E Street,
and the backyards of homes
along San Juan Avenue
Though a small park, the
facility serves many
purposes for the large
apartment complex to the
north. The tree shaded park
lacks  sidewalk  access
adjacent to the streets as
well as ADA ramps at seet
intersections. the play
equipment will be replaced
in the Fall of 2020 and a
volleyball court is targeted for construction in 2022. The park has a basketball court and
lighting. Benches, picnic tables, drinking fountains, and signage should be addedany
improvement plan for the park.

City Park on Ninth Street is a small park with
room for opportunities.

GARDENS PARK 1540 West | Street. This park located between | Street and Alberta Drive

IT OEA AEOUGO O1 OOE x A Gténth©derksA The farkAds B pdygodaidA OAT U
basketball court, lighting, drinking fountain, and two picnic tablesThe playground will need

to be replaed in the next 7 yeard.he playground could benefit from some shade trees and at

least two additional picnic tables and at least three benches. A walkway is needed through

the park to connect West | Street to the basketball court and the playground, antlimately

to Alberta Street.

GARDENSII PARK 900 Daffodil Drive.Often called Daffodil Park because of its location at

the east end of Daffodil Street, this O-&cre park is a greenway that connects Daffodil Street

to West | Street and Birch AvenueThe park has ADA pedestrian access at Birch Avenue but
none at its border with Daffodil and Garden Streets. The playground has play equipment,
swings, two picnic tables, trash containers, and two bencheghe playground is aging and

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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will need to be replaced within five years

and a transition from sand to chips
should be pursued. Two empty concrete
padsare missingpicnic tables. The park
has a tubular steel fence along Daffodil
for safety. While there are a f& shade

trees scattered throughoutthe park, the

playground lacks shade. Turf
improvements are neededand a shared

neighbor fence requires post
replacements.

DAVISPARK 254 Santa Ana StreeDavis
Park is located at the intersection of R \ . '
Santa Maria andSanta Ana Streets. The L&\ T
approximately six-tenths acre park has Entrance to Daffod (Gardens I/|) Park

adequate shade and a playground but no

! AAAAOO O1 AT OE OEA DI AUCOiI OT A AT A OEA DA<
should be replaced, and signage, picnic tables and benches shouldadded. The park has

two benches today. The park has adequate shade provided by large canopy trees onaiieA
improvements seem to be the most needed, as well as a transition from old growth trees to

new healthy trees.

Dos AMIGOS PARK.  Located
between San Luis Street ana
Huntington Drive about 140
feet from Ward Road. Dos &
Amigos Park, also called g
Rancho Dos Amigos Park, is
approximately .66 acres and is
IT OEA AEOUBO
park  currenty has a
playground  with  swings,

climbing features, and slides.
The play equipment has shade [
canopies The swingset was
replaced in August 2020 and
the playground will need to be
replaced in the next seven
years. Although it has night Wide sidewalks in DosAmigos Park

lighting along a meandering

walkway that connects San

Luis Street to Huntington Drive, vandalism and graffiti has been an issue at this park. The
park has two picnic tables with barbecues but could benefit from at least two benches and
two shade trees. ADA access is needed from HuntingtoDrive and possibly to the

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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playground. The park lacks identification and rules signage. The turf requires some
improvements in certain areas of the park.

LITTLEPAGEPARK 600 Page Avenue. 3%
Little Page Park, .16 acres, has |
abundant shade, a playground, ADA ¥
access to the play equipment, three &
benches, a drinking fountain, and
picnic tables. ADA ramps are needed a
OEA DPAOEGO 11 OOEx
corners. Tle playground is targeted
for replacement by 2023.

MEADOWLANDY PARK 2600 Wood
Duck Drive.Meadowlands | Park is an
approximately .62 acre park located
along Wood Duck Drive near its ikt & R G gt
intersection with Sprig Way. The park Not every park has an identification sign like this at
has a playground with four benches, Little Page Park, but they should

two picnic tables, and a drinking

fountain. The playground will need to

be replaced in he next seven to ten years. The park needs ADA access from Wood Duck Drive,
lighting, and shade particularly near the picnic tables. The play equipment has some shade
and as the trees mature nearby, more shade is likely. The park does not have signage.

MEADOWLANDS GREENWAY Located
between North Fallbrook Drive and
31 OOE &AI ] AOI'T E $OEOA
southeast sideMeadowlands Greenway
is an approximately .60acre park. The
greenway al® has pedestrian access to
two cul-de-sacs, Cool Spring Court and
Sun Stream Court. The park has two
shade arbors that accommodate two
picnic tables each. Sidewalks meander
throughout the greenway and three
benches offer places to sit. The park is

Sidewalks connect residents to nearby streets and anchared on both ends by gateway
each other arches that need some repairs

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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OLIVEIRA COURTYARD(SOUTHBROOK “ . -
PARK). Northwest corner Travertine
Way and Limestone Boulevardrhis ‘ 1

0.7-acre park is located west of the
sevenacre Oliveira Park in the
southwest area of the city. The
courtyard park has sidewalks,
benches, a shade arbor, and shad:
trees. The park would benefit from
the addition of two picnic tables and
shade trees.

PRESIDENTIALPARK 1043 Monte
Vista Avenue.This approximately
half-acre park has a playground,
half-court basketball, picnic table,
and fencing along the Main Canal or.
OEA DPAOEGO xAOO
abundant shade but lacks AR
access from Monte Vista Avenue anc 1§
to the playground. The park could
benefit from picnic tables and some
minimal re-landscaping. The major
benefit to this park would be to
provide shade over the picnic area
that was recently renovated. The
playground should also be replaced
in the next five years.

el >

e z =7 - AN
Oliveira Courtyard Park could use a few picnic tables
in the shade structure

REGENCY TOT LOT 500 Block
Addington StreetRegency Tot Lot is
a O0.4acre park providing the
immediate neighborhood with a i e :
playground that has adequate ADA Presidential Park
access, covered shelter and

picnicking, and benches The site lacks landscaping and shade on the playground and sitting
areas as well as ADA access from the adjacent streets, Chamberlain and Addington Drives.
The playground will need to be replaced in the next seven years.

-

e

VILLAGEPARK (ON BELLFLOWER 1150 Bellflower. Village Park is a 0-cre park located
between Bellflower Way and Cattail Court. The park provides the nearby residents with
playgrounds, open lawn play, four picnic tables, three barbecues, two benches, and a

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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drinking fountain. The facility lacks
shade, but many of the trees that have
been planted are fairly young. The park
also has safety fencing along Bellflower
Way and Cattail Court. The playground
will need to be replaced in the next0 to
12 years.

Neighborhood Parks

Street. The park is large turf covered

basin-style park of 2.34 acres that spans i . . o
the block between First and Second Village Parkzg the quintessential pocket park that

; . . offers a little bit of everything z shade,
Streets just north of Mandarin Avenue in ! / veryihingZ

~ AR ! A playground, open lawn, picnic tables, and ~ s
OEA O#EOOOO8 AEOOO benches A0

basketball court on the east side and a

large, round playgroundarea with structures and swings on the west side, this park also has
some significant planting areas, a few large shade trees near the play area, a meandering
walkway along the south side ofthe park and more landscaped areas along the north
boundary. ADAaccess into the park from the surrounding community seems adequate but
the playground area, picnic table, bench and one trash can adjacent to the playground area
are located in a large turf area and not
connected to any path of travel. They
would all require new walkway
installations connecting them to
adjacent paths of travel in order to
comply. The basketball area has a
single pole light for serviceable
nighttime illumination but only a
single trash can and no benches or
seating areas. This park could besfit
from some replacement planting in the
existing landscape areas, as well as the
replacement and addition of many
more shade trees in the areas outside
OEA AAOET OPIT186 1 AOA]

— .
—

=\

Citrus Terrace Park Il is a weHnaintained basin park

with multiple activities, trails, and landscaping accessible bus stop located on the"2
Street side of the park. Tie playground

was replaced in June 2020.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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COLLEGHGREENSPARK. 1815 College
Green Drive. Just southwest of
Scripps Drive and its intersection
with College Greens Drivare the5.3
acres of open green fields known as
College Greens Park. This is a very
well appointed park with two
baseball backstops for informal play,
multiple playground structures for
smaller children, a full basketball
court, sand volleyball court, several
picnic tables, trash receptacles and a
drinking fountain on the east side. A
spacious parking lot off Scripps Drive
fronts onto the park space and a
o S g = fenced building thatthe City rents for
Swing sets are a fun option for kids at receptions and private gatherings.
College Greens Patk The College Greens Building at 1815
Scripps Drive has a full kitchen, three
restrooms, and a event/banquet space. The building will need interior wall improvements,
interior ADA improvements, mirror, soap dispenser, and other minor repairs and
maintenance. ADA accessibility into the park is good; however, within the park there is
limited access to some of the play structures and no pathways to the picnic tables, basketball,
and sand volleyball courts vinich are located in the turf areas. Night lighting should be added
to the park; currently, the park interior and nearbystreetlights are nonexistent. Suggested
improvements would include: upgrades and repairs to tharrigation system; turf renovation
and gading in the baseball field areasaddition of two more ADA compliant picnic tables
covered benches or seating areasdditional trash receptacles security lighting; a walking
path around the backside of the parkand additional shade tree plantings wold really
enhance the look and function of the park. New restroom facilities should be included in a
ten-year plan and be located in a wellit, high-visibility area of the park to reduce vandalism
opportunities. Playground repair and maintenance is scheded for the next year;but the
playground should be replaced in the next seven years.

CRESTHILL$PARK. 700 Pioneer Road.Cresthills Park offers a little bit of everything to the
surrounding community. Currently nestled in the extreme soutkcentral part of the City at
Pioneer Road and Black Hills Avenue this 3.5%cre park is easily ADA accessible from the
surrounding city sidewalks. A wide central walk enters the park from the east side and
meanders past a generous plaza space containing picnic tablesnpbtiges, trash receptacles, a
bike rack and planter wells with large shade trees. A spacious, wood chipped playground
containing multiple play structures and swings abuts the opposite side of the plaza. The
central walkway connects to a large paved area ued a newly constructed, steel pavilion
structure. This area is designed for large groups and contains multiple picnic tables, food
preparation tables, two barbeque pits outside the structure and four new trash cans. This
park benefits from a stand of matwe cottonwood trees along the western and northern

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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/TA T £ OEA #EOUG0 /T OA PIBO]I A0 DPAOCEO OF
special events and plenty of activities

borders andseveral other large existing treescattered throughout the rest of the perimeter
turf areas. Some turf areas need repair. A permanent backstop at the edge of a large open
playfield in the middle of the park begs for an improved baseball field. The existing full
basketball court has been stped to accommodate pickleball play, which has become quite
popular. Just to the west of the basketball court is a regulation play, sand volleyball court.
Both courts and the baseball field lack any ADA access via connected walks. Cresthills would
benefi® £O0T I A OAOGOOITTI EAAEI EOU xEEAE EO EI
walkway that would encircle the perimeter of the park, improvements to the ballfield play
surfaces, and a tree replacement program for the cottonwoods that have surpasstwbir
effective lifespans. New housing developments to the west of the park have increased the
intrinsic value of the park as an amenity but also a recently installed large, landscaped
parking lot offers sufficient capacity for future demand.

O
m;

GARDENSV BASINPARK. 1525 Persimmon Way(a.k.a. Persimmon Park) Really two parks in
one this 16.15acre green space is made up of a 4 8f&re, smaller, southern section bordered
on the north by Birch Avenue, on the east by Mulberry Way and the busy Cardoza Road on
the southern edge. Resembling a golf course fairwathis long and narrow greenway is
entirely appointed with irrigated turf, a few street trees planted along a short stretch of

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Cardoza, and a single serpentine walkway running approximately, 200 feet alongthe length

I £/ OEA 1T PAT OPAAASGO AAOO OEAAhR -Ackekektdhtbtde O - O
north of Birch Avenue is primarily utilized as a stormwater retention basin and open green
space, but regularly functions as an athletic practice fig space. This section contains a very
generous system of tredined walkways, multiple, 10-foot wide connector paths linking to

the surrounding residential areas and access to the H.G. Fawcett Canal Trail running along
the north edge of the space. Theresia large family recreation area with multiple play
structures, swings, a covered pavilion, picnic tables, trash receptacles, benches, walkways,
shade trees and a nearby set of restrooms. On the far north end of the park is another
grouping of picnic tables and barbecue pits that are well intentioned but, unfortunately, are
located distant from the walkways, in the turf making them potentially inaccessible for
disabled users. At least one picnic table and barbecue pit in this group needs to be made ADA
compliant and a walkway installed, connecting it to the rest of the circulation paths. One
barbecue pit is missing and should be replaced at the tabjest east of main walkway. The
remainder of the walkways in and around the park seem to all be in good conigih and ADA
compliant. This park could benefit from the installation of a handful more trees in strategic
I1TAAOGEIT T O OEAO xI118680 EsonmeAvaymiiicglsignadge End@ievhd A1 E CE
the park; a more pronounced transition to the H.G. Fawce@anal Trail lighting on and shade
sails over the playground areasexercise equipment either in stations along the trail or as an
outdoor fitness center area and several dog mitt stations. The playground will need to be
replaced in the next seven to telyears. The linear shape and layout of the park sections are
dictated by their location in the flight line approach path to the Los Banos Airport just to the
north. The park would benefit from a walkway that parallels the wall on the basiside/west

side d the park to create a loop trail around the basin.

JOLIN BASIN PARK 295 Ward
Road.This 3.03 acre basin bark is
bordered by Ward Drive,
Greenbriar Drive, and East B
Street. The park would benefit
fromA O1 11 P8 xAIlE
OEA mI AOh OBPPAO
that connects to  existing
walkways. The larger flat area to
the east hasgood visibility and is
located diagonally across Ward
Road from the high school. There
is an opportunity for some lighted
basketball courts, picnic pavilion,
picnic tables, monument sign for & TR b o
park and signage indicating where Currently, there is not much to see or do at
on street parking is allowed. *j | EfT O0OAOE Oi . EO60
Additional amenities  should

include basketball court with a

nearby split rail fence.

Moy o
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MEADOWLANDSII PARK 2700 Snow pwmm ’
Goose StreetMeadowlands Il Park is an | *
approximately 4.13 acre neighborhood -

park located on thet EOUS8 O AAC R
park has basketball, three playgrounds,
six picnic tables, a covered shelter, loop
trail, lighting, restrooms, parking lot,
benches, and drinking fountain. The
restrooms are a target for graffiti. Trees
Al TT ¢ OEA bDPAOEesemI
boundary need to be replaced. The
playgrounds need shade for the hot
summer months and will need
replacement in the next seven years.
Irrigation appears to need replacement
and turf needs improvements. The parking lot needs resurfacing and regbing. The park
has a 1.5acre open play lawn area for pickup games, Frisbee toss, and other field games.
The playgrounds are not ADA accessible. The park is large enough to provide another
popular recreational amenity in the future.

Playground at Meadowlands Il Park

MEADOWLANDSI PARK. 2500 S. Fallbrook DriveMeadowlands 11l Park is an approximately
311-AAOA T AECEAT OET T A PAOE 11T AAOGAA 1 trkastdo # EOU B
playgrounds, restrooms, three picnic tables, benches, sidewalks, picnic pavilion, landscaping

and shade trees, and lighting. The park has entry arches at street corners but no park name
signage. The centerpiece of the park is a landscapedcterthat could benefit the community

if it were redesigned for active or passive recreation, i.e., shade pavilion, a hill with slides,

etc.). Shade trees are located along the street edge but not interior to the park. The
restrooms are a target for grafiti. The park needs turf improvements. The playgrounds will

likely need replacements in the
next seven tol0 years.

MEADOWLANDSBASIN PARK 2599 gﬁ'
S. Creekside DriveMeadowlands
Basin Park is an approximately
23-acre  neighborhood park
1 TAAOAA 11 easOsd.
The neighborhood park consists
of two basins (approximately 14
acres) separated by two
playgrounds, a picnic shelter with
four picnic tables and four
benches, parking lot, lighting,
sidewalks and restrooms. A

——

e =

second area with playgrounds, The ehtrj/ arbors at Meadowlands Basin Park are familiar
nine picnic tables, benches, half icons that should be preserved and maintained
Parks Master Plan February 2021
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basketball court, lighting, and pavilion is located approximately 70(eet to the south.
Because of its size and length, the park could benefit from a loop trail with possibly exercise
stations. A loop trail along the canalvhether by asphalt, concrete or DG would be a valuable
addition. The sidewalk along Creekside Drive and the addition of a trail (DG, asphalt or
concrete) could create a 1.5nile long trail. Because of its size, the park has opportunities
for other recreation facilities. Thispark needs darge amount of shaddrees in the nonbasin
areas of the park. In the flat area on the south side of the park a skatepagkercise
equipment or similar amenity could be addedAny of these amenities could benefit the
nearby high school students. A split rail fencehould be added to prevent cars from driving
into the park. The playground should be replaced in the nexevenyears. The parking lot
needs restriping.

NEIGHEORHOO{SANDSTONEPARK. 1538 Mayweed DriveNeighborhood Parkor Sandstone
Park is an approximately oneacre park

located in the southwest area of the City.
The park is located between Mayweed Drive
and Woodland Court. The park has two
playgrounds, one with swings and the

second with climbing equipment and slides.
It has two picnic tables, one barbecue,
drinking fountain, two benches, and ADA
ramps at Mayweed Drive. The park could 4§
benefit from a fence along approximately
160 feet of Mayweed Drive fronage for
child safety.

OLIVEIRA SOCCERPARK 1115 Cardoza 5 S AR A e
Road. Oliveira Soccer Park is a seveacre Playgrounds at Neighborhood (Sandstone)

neighborhood park that offers soccer, Park have multiple activities that are

basketball, restrooms with concession desperate for shade
stands that face the soccer fields, night "SRR :
lighting, a drinking fountain, seven picnic
tables, four barbecues, playgrounds, anc
perimeter sidewalks. The soccer fields are
fenced and the fields along Travertine Way
have protective nets to stop errant balls.
Ortigalita Road is a major arterial in the City
and the playgrounds nearby could benefit
from having some type of fencing FEEEESTERERE TS :
(approximately 200 linear feet) to prevent ojvejra Soccer Park has trails for jogging or
children from darting out into traffic. The st,'a///'ng with attractive /andscap/ng’ p/'cn/'c
parking lot needs resurfacing and areas, and playground along the way
restriping; the basketball court needs

restriping; the playgrounds need ADA ramps and should be replaced in the next ten to twelve
years; some areas negk re-sodding and a lawn maintenance program; picnic areas need

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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shade; and, the protective netting along the north side of Travertine Way will need A
replacement./ | EOAEOAG6O bi DOl AOEOU AgAi pl EAEAO OEA 1.
prevent over-use and high maintenance costs.

ORCHARD TERRACE PARK 303 Block
Sunburst Street This 1.1-acre park on the
AACA 1T £ OEA O#EOOOC
Honeybell Street, Citrs Avenue, and
Sunburst Street. As a newer park it meets
ADA accessibility requirements for the
walks and connectors but is lacking ramps
into each of the two plagrounds. Orchard
Terrace Park is one of the few parks in the |
park system that is provided witha park
identification sign. Amenities include a
picnic shelter, playground, sidewalks,
shade trees, picnic tables, drinking
fountain, and trash containers. Some
shade will be needed in key locations
throughout the park such as sidewalks, -
picnic tables,and near playgrounds. The  Orchard Terrace Park: One of the more recent
play equipment is not anticipated for parks with a monument sign
replacement for at leasten years.

RANCHODOS AMIGOSGREENWAY
PARK Between San Luis Street |
and Park Crest Drive, 40eet
west of Park Sharon Drive.
Rancho Dos Amigos Greenway
Park is a narrow 2.7acre

neighborhood linear park that
simply  provides dedicated
pedestrian access route, free
from any dargerous vehicular
traffic, from San Luis Drive on the
south to JoLin Park

approximately one-third mile to

the north. This greenway is

located between ends of cutle- Greenways are great ways to connect streets and
sac streets, and crosses Part  ,eionborhoods and are opportunity sites for pathways,

View Drive and Racquet Club benches, and picnic tables
Drive and ends at Park Crest

Drive. The greenway has shade
trees but no sidewalks, benches, picnic tables or lighting.Solar lighting alonga new
meandering sidewalk would help limit vandalism and solar would lower costs and avoid

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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large scale electric line trenching. Wayfinding signageould also be beneficial as there are
multiple roads that cross throughor cul-de-sacs that end athe park.

RANCHODOS AMIGOSPARK. Huntington Drive at Pismo Way. This .66-acre park has a
playground, picnic tables, trash barrels, and barbecue. A 280ot meandering concrete
sidewalk with lighting connects San Luis Street to Huntington Drive. The park would benefit
by adding seven to ten shade trees and signs for both park identification and park rules signs.
Over time, the wood fencing that separatese park from the adjacent homes will need to be
replaced. They are currently in a state of disrepairADA ramps are needed from the street
to the park and on the playground.

RANCHWOODPARK 515 Stonewood Drive Ranchwood Park is an approximately 4.4@cre
neighborhood park located at the northwest corner of Stonewood Drive and Driftwood

Avenue. The park has a preschool facility and parking lot. Amenities include a basketball

court, playground (that needs ADA ecess ramps), one picnic table, picnic pavilion with no

picnic tables, benches, park ID sigand park rules sign and lighting. The park is often used

Al O O0AOOEAO ET OEA 0AOE6 OPAAEAI AOATIgO8 4EA
around the basketball court. The parking lot needs repair and restriping. A restroom building

should be included in a ten year plan for the park.The park has approximately three

guarters of an acre of open play south of the playground. There are opportunities foruro

gamesin the northwest corner of
the park. More landscaping and
turf are also needed in the
northwest corner. Sidewalk or
trail access throughout the park is
limited to the parking lot to the
nearby Ranchwood Building
(preschool), basketball court,
pavilion, and playground.
Sidewalks could be added to
Driftwood Drive, around the
playground, and on the western
perimeter. The playground needs
ADA  access ramps. The *
Ranchwood Building needs ADA  panchwood Park is a popular place for sp
improvements on the interior, and has plenty of room to grow and add
notably minor improvements to more recreation amenities

the restrooms and the interior

walls need replacement.

REGENCY.OTD PARK. 556 Rockport Drive.Regency Lot D Park is an approximately fivacre

1T AECEAT OEI T A PAOE 11T AAOAA 11 OEA #EOQOUGSO 11 OOE/
near the picnic tables. Regency Lot D Park ssirrounded by public streets on all three sides.

The park has two playgrounds with ADAaccess, basketball court, lighting, drinking fountain,

five picnic tables with barbecues, and a parking lot. The park needs lighting, needs
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landscaping, numerous shade trees, the turf needs improvements, and the parking lot needs
restriping. The playground will need to be replaced in the next seven years. A long term
benefit for the park would be a restroom facility.

SKYLARKPARK 648 Meadowlark Avenue &
700 Block Fairmont Drive. Skylark Park is
approximately seven acres and is located or §
OEA #EOUB8O 11 OOEAAOC g
corner of Dove Street and Fairmont Drive.
The park has a new playground (2019),
basketball court, two soccer/football fields,
parking lot, picnic area with no shade,
restrooms, drinking fountain, and large shade e g P e
trees on the western side of the park. The EEEE
soccer field turf areas need upgrades anc o
additional nearby shade would benefit the &
players that use the park for exercise. The
parking lot needs restiping. The park needs
a sidewalk from Meadowlark Avenue to the
playground. The park would benefit from a loop trail and lighting. There is no park ID sign
or park rules sign. Some concrete pads need to have picnic tables replaced and the basketball
court should be upgraded.

A ark /s ar s for local soccer
games

TALBOTBASINPARK. 1620 San Luis StreeiTalbott Basin Park isa 10.68-acre space on the
north side of San Luis Street, just west éflace Avenue andhe Los Banos Junior High School
parking area. TheCity-owned building on the south edge of the parks currently leased to a
daycare provider. An ADA compliant,
paved, loop trail encircles the perimeter
of the basin area connecting the rest of
the park to the built amenities. There is
a small play structure and sitting area
near the southeast corner adjacent to
the four regulation play horseshe pits.
The playground will need to be replaced
in the next seven years. A fewhade
trees anda couple dozerpalm trees line
the perimeter walking trail but only
offer sparse shade. The basin area is
used for informal recreational activities
Irrigation u pgrades and turf renovation
programs would be recommended.
There is room tohost a short discgolf
course if there is interest from the
community. The area on the southwest
corner that is out of the basinbordered

This iconic row of sta)‘e/y palms c/ea |
signals you are at Talbott Park
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by existing walkways and next to multifamily dwellings would be a prime location for a
skateparkand/or other park amenities like restrooms, pavilions, picnic tables, barbecue pits,
larger play structures & etc. The park needs shade along the trails, playground, and
wherever benches and picnt tables areadded.

VERONA BASIN PARK 2200
Palermo Drive.Located on the
north side of Palermo Drive,
between Sorento and
Castellana Streets This 6.45
acre greenspace is another
basin style park but with a
more significant play area on
the east side contaimg an
intricate series of ADA
compliant  walkways, en
circling a large play structure
and picnic area Additional
walkways connect a series of
picnic tables, benches and AN .
trash receptacles to a full y
basketball court in need ofre- o371 A
striping. The rest of the basin

is surrounded by city

sidewalks and a few, recently planted shade tree®lanting more trees along perimeter
walkways and amenity spaces wouldncreasethe usale hours of these spacednstallation
of a small parking lot lighting andrestroom facility and other upgrades would also increase
usage. pgrading the irrigation system and a reseeding programare needed to revitalize
the turf areasfor free play or practice areas. The is acircular area created by walkways
southwest of the play areasthat seemsto be a prime location for a splash padashade
structure or a large picnic pavilion with tables. The slide on the play structurewill be
replaced in the Fall 2020ut the playground will need to be replaced in the next seven years.

OEET C6 OAAI O OF ¢
Verona Basin Park

~ oA N =

VINEYARBASINA PARK. 480 Birchwood Avenuel 11T OEAO 1T £ OEA -BeDUG O O

greenspaces, this 6.1&cre space is located on the north side of Birchwood Avenue in the
newer development area of the northcentral part of the city. The extensive space is often
used for athletic practice fields but is underutilized because of the poor condition of the turf
areas. Institution of an aggressive maintenance progranthat includes upgrades to the
irrigation system, aeration, reseeding and fertilization programs would be necessary to
restore the turf to acceptable levels for practice and play fields. The amplengang lot needs
resealing and restriping. There are only two existing benches on the site; both are located
next to the play area. The play area would be more hospitable in the hot summer months
with the installation of a shade structure to cover the equiment. This playground will need

to be replaced in the next three yearsIhere are four picnic table stations along the southern
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perimeter, but none of them are
ADA compliant. At least one of the |=
tables needs to be upgraded to an

ADA compliant model and an A
accessible walkway connecting it
to existing sidewalks and paths.
There is a single drinking fountain
adjacent the playground area, but *
other sources of potable water
would be beneficial when hosting
larger groups. Installation of an
r$! AT T BI EAT Oh

trail with exercise stations,
benches, informal pay areas and

dog mitt stations would increase VAR E : : .
utilization and cleanliness of the Playgrouna, picnic area, and parking lot at

space. The installation of a Vineyard Basin A Park

generous amount of shade tree

planting, benches and naturalized landscape areas may be key to changing the character of
this space to a more inving park-like setting, and heat island buffer zone, where children
can enjoy cool play areas. Replacing the shade trees and shrub plantings along the south side
of the parking lot would enhance curb appeal and create a screen for cars parked in the lot.
Installation of a split-rail or other type of ornamental fence along the southern perimeter,
between the parking lot and picnic areas, would serve as a safety barrier to help keep small
children from easily wandering into the parking areas as well as defing the transitional
boundary of the space.

&

VINEYARD BASIN B PARK 640
Vineyard Drive.Located at Vineyard
and Stonewood Drives on the north
edge of a fasigrowing residential

area, this 8.72acre expanse of
somewhat, patchy turf is regularly
utilized for sports practice and play
fields. The shallower basin depth
allows for the condition of the turf to

fare better than most of the basin
parks in the city but could still

benefit from an intensive turf

renovation and maintenance
program. The parking area cold

use re-surfacing and restriping. The Vot e s
parking lot, the playground aréa  vjpeyarg Basin B Park. These large picnic areas are
xEEAE x1 1080 1 AAA gffcultto enjoy during the hotter months without any
twelve years, picnic areas, benches shade
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walkways, open play areas and all the edges of the park all need shade.aggressive shade
tree planting and landscape program would help to transform this space into the muki
generational and multiuse space that would become a benefit to the entire community. The
perimeter could be heavily mulched and landscaped to reduce the overall quantity of turf
needing mantenance while providing places for shade tree planting. The median strip on
Vineyard Drive should be renovated. Its current, poor, condition detracts from the entire
area. Upgrades should include the installation of an ADA compliant perimet® | 1 D dvayx A1 E
with exercise stations, lighted basketball courts, benches and informal play areas.
Installation of a split-rail or other type of ornamental fence along the Vineyard Drive frontage
would serve as a safety barrier to help keep children from walking it busy travel lanes.
Eventually, the same treatment would be needed along Stonewood Drive, when it becomes
a through street. In the southwest corner of the park there is@.5-acre area that is out of the
basin and could provide opportunities for the instdlation of amenities like large, familystyle
picnic pavilion(s), barbecues with prep areas, restroomsand supervised, small child play
areas that are currently missing from the space

VINEYARIBASINC PARK 645
Santa Ana StreeiThe park is

an 8.5acre storm detention
basin and open spacewith

sides so steep as to make it
difficult to access even
informal play. The bottom of
the basin however, is a shaliiie.
relatively  flat  four-acre £
rectangle that seems to be
constantly wet in certain
locations and parched and
cracked in others making
maintenance a challenge. It
also renders the space : :
difficult to use with any & e s

¥
f;:"

H H . < R ulf:;" . "
consistency. One idea that ard Basin C Park has plenty of available land to
might be considered is he install a variety of recreational amenities

bottom of the basincould be

planted with a mixture of native grasses and sedges designed to survive fluctuating moisture
conditions. This oould ultimately reduce operating expenses byreducing, or nearly
eliminating maintenance for the largest areaofthepatk x EET A AT 1T OAOOEIT ¢ EO
landscape areaAttention can then be focused on developing the usable spacesong the
western edgethat are above pnding level. There is about halfacre along Monterey Street
just north of Marsala Street thatvould be significantly improved with the installation of play
equipment, covered picnic areasand a lighted basketball court Anornamental split-rail
fence along both streetexposed perimeters, wouldhelp prevent younger users from
running into the streets and keeping! 4 6 andother vehiclesout of the basin Installation

of an ADA accessible walking path along the uppeeaches of the basid @erimeter may
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prove technically challenging to install. A completed perimeter trail wouléhterconnect with
existing city sidewalks offering healthy exercise options for neighborhood residents.
Installing a significant number of shade trees, benches and naturalized landscape areas
would reduce the amount of turf needing weekly maintenance. Upgrades of this typsay be
key to changing the character of this space to a more inviting patlke setting that gets used
and supported by thesurrounding users. The space offers picnicking, barbecue, and trash
container.

Specialty Park or Facility

AIRPORTPARK. 1000 Airport Road.Airport Park is a small triangular park in the middle of
the airport parking lot that offers a shaded refuge fortie public and airport users. The park
could also be used when the canal trail is constructed.

HENRYMILLERPLAZA 600 H StreetThis 2.25acre semicircular plaza opens onto H street at
6t street in the heart of the historic downtown business districtA large, formal, space, used
for festivals, performances and other community events, with some surrounding turf areas,
walkways, flagpoles, benches, ornamental lighting, decorative paving and a large memorial
fountain dedicated to city founder Henry Millerall add vibrancy and character to a grand
space. Located at the center of the city within part of the vacated rail corridor this unique
plaza has direct links to the adjacent Rail Trail, the Community Center and the nearby
historic Miller & Lux building. Future development along the rest of the corridor and
adjoining downtown parcels will put this plaza at the heart of a revitalized and dynamic
downtown district. Until the areas to the east and west of the plaza are buitiut, it seems
like a premium locaET T &£ O A xAAEAT A AAOI A0O8O | AOEAO
visible, easy access, available parking, available public transit routes and proximity to the
disadvantaged sections of the city.

LOSBANOSCOMMUNITYCENTER
645 7 Street. Centrally
located in the city at 7th and H
Streets. Immediately adjacent
to the Henry Miller Plaza and
the Rail Trail running through
the heart of the downtown
district. This 5.7-acre site i et R L]
houses the administrative | B : A N e——
offices and several of fhg [najo'g\ Los B anos ' C [er
AAOEOEOU OAIl O en

Park System It is truly the Comlnumty o
heart of the Park System and a
major hub for many of the
educational and lowimpact
fitness programs the division : : s S
has to offer. Its distinctive The Los Banoscommunity Center
éAAOTG OOU‘Ie\&)keé\UHEEUHHUUUH
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the agricultural heritage of the
region yet is a completely modern
recreational facility. The facility is
not only the administrative center
for the Parks and Recreation
Division, but a hub for indoor and
outdoor community events as well
as lower impact types of recreation.
A large central courtyard and other
gathering spaces are surrounded by |EaE
lush turf and planting areas, 2
buffering them from noise and
traffic. The Community Center, Rail
Trail and Henry Miller Plaza are so
closely placed and interconnected
that they essentially create one park
area but with completely different
functions. Revitalization and infill in
this district will increase casual tse
of these facilities and create demand for more.he major capital remainingshould be to
complete and landscape the adjacent overflow parking lot, which will support the plaza, trail
center, and any potential new facilities Solar panels installed onE A AOEIT AET ¢8O
solar panels mounted on shade structures in the parking latould lower energy costs. The
leaking courtyard fountain will need repair or consider repurposing to a planter. Other
improvements that should also be considered include

The gazebo at Veeterans Memorial Park is a
quiet retreat for local residents and visitors

1 Perimeter fencing
1 Secured entries to the lobby and to the courtyardand
1 Art murals on thewall along the northside of the parking lot

MILLER ANOLUXBUILDING 830 6" Street.This is a classic turn of the century office building
facing 6" Streetin the heart of the historic downtown district. Originally built by city founder
Henry Miller as corporate offices for the Miller and Lux Cattle Company, the Parks Division
now operates this two-story, .086-acre public use facility. The building enjoys pmimity to
two elementary schools, City Hall, the Community Center, a bus stop, aederalbusinesses.
A meeting and banquet hall with a kitchen and food prep area occupies most of the first floor,
with some under-used administrative offices on the upperlbor. An aging elevator provides
the only ADA access to the upper floor. Narrow corridors, walls and structural columns on
both floors create impediments to ADA travel throughout certain areas of the building. The
structure seems reasonably sound but thereis a tremendous amount of deferred
maintenance that needs to be rectified to keep this property in safe, working order. A
deliberate program of cleaning, painting, general maintenance and repairs would certainly
create more hours of use and interest in ugating the facility. In addition to preserving its
historic architectural character, the City should consider dedication of the building to specific
uses such as: a museum; coffee shop; teen club; gmyernment office space.
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VETERANSMEMORIALPARK. 2300 N. Creekside DriveThis well-tended 2.7-acre park is
located in a quiet residential setting where it, unfortunately, gets little use as a park and little
recognition as a memorial from the general public. It is weldppointed with wide walkways,

a large gazebo, flagpoles, memorial signage, decorative paving, lighting and a generous
amount of landscaping. All the bollard lights will need replacing. Several dead or missing
plants should be replaced. Turf continues to be well irrigated and maintained. Struces and
amenities continue to be kept in good condition.

FHLAGPOLE PARK AND WOLFSEN PARK
1301 W. | Street & 1275 | StreeElagpole A
Park is .63acre small but important »

triangular-shaped green spacsqueezed "t’.“ -
between busy Pacheco Blvd. (SR 152)
the Main Irrigation Canal, and | Street, a
wide four-lane collector roadway.
Serving as a gateway to the City, this parl
welcomes eastbound Pacheco Blvd (SF
152) commuters and visitors to the
western entrance d the City. Wolfsen
Park is an approximately 2.3acre park
located north and adjacent to Pacheco &= a G
Boulevard, south of Airport Road, and Flagpole /-'far_k/saS/te fora/a_rge_cﬂg/taIS/gn ana
east of the Main Canal. The park serve Iisting of local organizations

primarily as the location for an

identification sign for Los Banos Municipal Aport. Most of the area is lawncovered. The
vegetation there has aged and could possibly benefit from additional and updated
landscaping. There is an
opportunity north of the signage
and landscaping for parking. If a
future trail along the canal is eer
considered here, the site could serve
as an opportunity for a future canal
trailhead. To save on irrigation
costs and improve on water
conservation, some of the turf might
be replaced with decomposed
granite and large stones and
boulders, perhaps spelhg out
Velcome to Los Banadfor people
arriving by air travel.

A well-tended turf area and a raised  wojfsen Park is a large expanse of lawn area that coulc
landscape border ring the park area  potentially serve other purposes such as parking lot
and frame the namesake flagpole.  and an extension of Fawcett Canal Trail south of the
Civic organization placards and airport with trail head and staging
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sponsor logos are located on a large display boardar the middle of the park. Closer to the

| Street intersection, on the northeast corner of the park is a large, electronic monument sign

flashing its welcome to travelers entering the City that likely may need future upgrades. This

little park is more of a companion space to the larger Wolfsen Park, located directly across

Pacheco Blvd to the north. Together they form a welcoming green gateway along the busy
EECExAU Al OOEAT 08 4EAOA Ox1 DPAOEO AOA DPOEI A 1
signs. Signge indicating the two park names would also be beneficial. There should be park

rules signage posted at all city park locations for liability and enforcement purposes. The

flagpole and display board could both use upgrades to their lighting systems andrse

overall maintenance and repairs.

Currently, there is only a compacted decomposed granite pathway along the entire north
side of the park. For pedestrian safety and ADA access, the City should consider completing
the missing 615foot section of concree sidewalk connecting the existing walks at | Street to
the existing sidewalk to the west.

Community Parls

TTHSTREEBALLPARK 401 7" Street. At approximately 9.52acres the 7th Street Ballpark,
between E and C Streets, smulti -use four ballfield facility in the north central part of the
city. The fenced and gategbark is used for organized activities such as Parks and Recreation
Tee-Ball, PAL Softball, Flag Football and Juwri Giants. As a Countpwned park, the field is
also utilized as a parking lot for the May Day Fair at the Fairgrounds activitieGates can be
opened to the Fairgrounds to
expand for large events that may
be held there. The park has four
ballfields, three softball and one
baseball, and are heavily used
and nearly always in service.
Posey Field, a grant funded
ballfield, is the only ballfield
with a grass surface, the
remaining three are dirt. Any
striping on the fields would be
for flag football. An exiding
building functions as the
restroom, concession stand and
storage area. A new restroom is
RS b 55 - planned for the south side of the
et Ballparkz a popular spot for baseball park near the E Street parking
lot. All the baseball fields have
regulation backstop fencing. The parking lots need resurfaajand restriping. There are two
ADA ramps from the parking areas onto the compacted gravel surfaces that surround the
perimeter of the complex. Any landscape improvements to this area should consider the high
volume of foot traffic and transition from grawel surfacing to decomposed granite. The spaces
immediately around the bleachers, backstops and dugouts are all concrete and compliant.

mﬁh Stre
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This complex is leased from Merced County but is operated as part of the City recreation
facilities, often making improvement decisions complicated. The primary needs for 7th
Street Ballpark are parking lot and field regrading and ADA sidewalks, concrete preferred,
to access from the parking lot to the two north ballfields.

AG SPORTICOMPLEX 700 N. Mercey
Springs Road. Located on Mercey
Springs Avenue at Del Rio Drive, this 2%
park is readily accessible from most
parts of the city. At 49.87 total acres,
this site has many opportunities for
new and expanded facilities.
Currently, the westernmost 8.25
acres is utilized as he AG Sports
Complex. The existing park contains
two improved baseball fields with
compacted decomposed granite
infields, lighting, regulation
backstops, dugouts, field fencing, 5
surrounding walkways, and picnic The ento;ﬁaza and concessmstand at

areas. The deteriorating structure in Ag Sports Complex

the certer of the plaza space is the

former concession stand, storage

areas and upstairs game room. The upstairs is closed due to deterioration and inaccessibility
to the public. The structure and adjacent ramp support pillars should be removed or painted.
Constuction of a new restroom, concession and storage facility would be a high priority.

The batting cages at the
western edge ofthe park,
between the two outfields,
are not used and could pose
a safety hazard. The area
should be repurposed such
as a bullpen area or other
similar use or it should be
removed. Updates to
outfield fences and foulball
netting should be
considered as neessary
pedestrian and traffic safety
measures. The transition
2 : - areas between the infield
Many of the picnic tables at Ag Spon‘s Comp/ex are elevated or. and the outfield need
earthen mounds allowing for better viewing of baseball games immediate attention as the

elevation differences
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between them can create a tripping or fielding hazard for players. Outfield turf areas should
be re-graded and reconditioned to reduce any uneven surfaces that can interfere with play.
The softball fields are in poor condition and require regrading. The entire irrigation system
should be examined and upgraded, as needed, to provide for the best arafest play
surfaces. The irrigation system will need to be designed to service the proposed dog park
and the existing field area just to its west. An approximately onacre parcel, just north of
the parking lot, isthe site of a fenced dog park under consiction.

To allow safer movement of adults and children to and from thplayground area, it would
be advisable to enclose the remaining two sides with ornamental fencing that matches the
existing fencing. Install a selclosing and latching gate with a safty push-bar facing the
existing west side walkway. Additional lighting should be installed to improve security in the
play areas, main plaza spacand parking lot to extend hours of service into the evenings.
Benches, tables and trash receptacles in thday areas appear to be adequate. All areas that
besides the playing fields could benefit from more shade tree plantings and canopies for
shade.

The existing storage building seems to be adequate for maintenance division needs. Staff has
engineered the vandal resistant security upgrades they had been seeking.

The park should be considered as a site for greanfrastructure improvement projects as
well as for the funding that might be pursued for them. Ideas include shade tree planting in
the parking lot interior and around the perimeter that would help offset the heat island effect
of such a large area of uncovered paving. The installation of overhead shade structures with
solar panel installations could also provide respite to parking lot users in the heéaf the
summer. These units could also provide energy credits to the City, helping to offset a portion
I £#/ OEA PAOEGO OOEI EOU Al 0008 4EA ET OOAI T AOQCEIT I
help decrease load on local storm drain systems and increasvater percolation back into
the surrounding soil. Proposed development of additional recreational areas to the north
and the east could change the dynamic of the parking lot and should be considered. The
installation of solar powered lighting units in the playground, plaza and parking areas would
also be a green solution reducing overall energy usage for the site. Any or all proposed
improvements associated with parking lot resurfacing, restriping new walks, lighting,
utilities and drainage should be coadinated with an overall development plan for the park.

The open field area, east of the northern ballfield, could be developed to allow for larger,
more informal gatherings, picnic facilities and a turf area accommodating pepp tent
structures and lawn Hankets or even a splash pad.The entire site should be reviewed for
ADA compliance issues and a specific plan developed to address those concerns.

The remaining 41.62 acres comprises the eastern part of the site. Despite many parts of the
space being loated on a former City landfill site, the City is interested in converting the
readily available space into a firsiclass recreational facility. Grading, excavation or land uses
that could disturb underground debris are restricted in designated portions othe site, but
perhaps with mitigation and cost and clever design a tremendous portion of the site can be
made available for more passive features like large pailike green spaces, water features,
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turf play and picnic areas as well as the more active ba#fds, courts and other intensive
uses.Suggestions for park development features include an animal shelter, a new skate park,
aguatics center, water play area, more sports fields, tennis courts, basketball, walking, riding,
exercise circuit trails, a BMXrack, disc golf, etc. New structures, facilities and uses should be
designed to interconnect with a series of internal walkways, ponding basins, shaded
greenspaces, playgrounds, performance venues, gazebos, shelters and other amenities.

Implementation of a city-wide wayfinding signage program for City parks would be
particularly beneficial to residents and teams visiting the area for games and tournaments.
Improve monument signage along Mercey Springs Avenue that better identifies the park
location and ertrance. Install signage indicating park rules, identification of structures and
directions.

A lighted promenade walkway along the southern edge of the park would create a distinctive
destination for walking, riding, and other community interaction opportunities on summer

evenings when it is cooler and more conducive to being outdoors. Improved sidewalks,
lighting and access from the neighboring streets is highly encouraged as part of the

AT OEAAT AT O 061 AOAx OAOEAAT OO 1 00 O1I OEA DPAOE

Following is a summary of the needs and renovationf®r the developed acreagé¢hat should
be included with an Ag Sports Complex improvement plan:

First, a one acre dog park is currently under construction;

Replace restroom/concession stand which will saere the dog park, softball fields, and

other facility additions and renovations

1 The empty field between the softball fields and the dog park could be a valuable

location for a splash pad, picnic pavilion or other communitydentified need;

Improve irrigation and grading on the softball fields

Remove batting cages and upgrade the outfields. Add large marquee sign on the north

end of park, visible from Highway 165. Install outfield netting and extend it along foul

lines;

1 Renovate the parking lot, slrry seal, restripe and widen the entrance drive. Consider
shade structures with solar panels, shade trees, and permeable surfaces

1 Replace playground in the next three to seven yegrand

1 Consider artificial turf for one or both softball fields.

T
T

1
T

Following is a summary for the undeveloped acreage that should be considered for future
improvements:

Add more sports fields

Consider a space for an animal shelter

Consider an aquatic center option

Consider a BMX course and/or looping DG trail, parking on the rib side of the site,
and low maintenance natural areasand

= =4 =4 =
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1 Tree grants could be pursued for large scale plantings. As the trees mature, a disc
course could be a potentially popular addition to the Ag Sports Complex. A disc course
has minimal construction and maintenance costs.

COLORADMALLPARK 815 Colorado Avenue.As one of the oldest parks in the system this

9.6-acre veteran continues to provide for the community. This basebadiriented complex is

located along the west side of Colorado Avenue ihe northwest part of town. The entire site

is located on property owned by the Citybut the airport operates on a portion of the

property. The City might consider a parcel split and, at some point in the future, sell off the

portion that the airport is on. Sometime prior to 1950 this unit of land was unofficially
OAAOOAA 1008 1T &£ OEA 1 AOCAO AEODI OO0 PAOAAT A
enjoyed by several generations of Los Banos residents. If the airport is relocated, it may be

in the best interest of the city to attempt to officially acquire the parcel. The park consists of

three improved baseball fields and related facilities. The larger field to the south maintains

a packed dirt infield while the two smaller fields to the north have empacted decomposed

granite (DG) infields. All maintain reasonable turf outfields, lighting, backstops, dugouts,

field fencing, bleachers and walkwaysGenerous, opstreet, parking is bolstered by a large

asphalt parking lot on the north end of the complexRestrooms, picnic areas, a skate park,

tennis courts, and a two separate concession stand facilities, are all components that make
OEEO OEA AA EAAOT OOPI OO0 PAOES &I O OEA AEOQUE
aging facilities in need of upgades and repair.

Regrading of the infield / outfield transition area should receive immediate attention as it
can create a tripping or fielding hazards for players unfamiliar with the field. The outfields
should be graded to reduce uneven surfaces thatmanterfere with play. Irrigation systems
should be examined and upgraded as needed to provide the best play surfaces.

Green Infrastructure improvement
projects could include converting the
existing drainage ditch along the north
property fence line into an active
bioswale and filtration area for treating
parking lot runoff; at least 550 linear
feet can be converted to arattractive
well-landscaped bioswale. Excavated |
and engineered shade tree planting in
the parking lot interior and around the
perimeter would help offset the heat
island effect of such a large area of
uncovered paving. The installation of
overhead shade stuctures with solar
panel installations could also provide There is an interest in making the connection
respite to parking lot users in the heat between ballfields more pedestrian friendly with

of the summer. These units could better surfacing and shade trees atdlorado Ballpark.
provide energy credits to the City,

EAI PET ¢ O 1 ££O0AO A DI OOEIT 1T &£ OEA PAOESO
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utility costs. The installation of permeable @ving in the parking areas would help decrease
load on local storm drain systems and increase water percolation back into the surrounding
soil. Any or all proposed improvements associated with parking lot resurfacing, fstriping
new walks, utilities and dainage should be coordinated with the overall development plan.
The vehicular entry into the parking lots should be widened.

Adding tables, shade structures and play areas in existing and new picnic areas would
provide more family spaces outside bleacheareas. Adding diversity of uses outside the
traditional ballfields should increase use of the park as well as increasing activity levels in
the peripheral neighborhoods.

The existing tennis courts need
resurfacing, new nets, repairs
to the fencing, lighting
upgrades and repairs, and
operational gates just to bring
them up to useable condition.
Restriping should also include
stripin g for pickleball.

The existing skate park is highly
O1 AAOOOEI EUAA

and design no longer offers the
kind of challenging obstacles
that hold the interest of users.
Flooding has been identified by

park staff and the skate park e ST o S e e A L s
users. It coutl be demolished, The local skateboarders wanted to see an improved

and the space used for other skatepark either here at Coloado Ballpark
facilities or it could continue as or elsewhere in Los Banos

a practice venue for younger

users. Skate parktypically require higher visibility from adjacent streets or parking lot. The
current skate park is virtually hidden behind kaseball fields. Other replacement sites for a
skate park are available at Colorado Ballparkuch as north of the parking lot.

The fenced area to the west, between the two main ball fields could continue to be utilized
as a bullpen area but would needome improvements to make it a usable amenity. Outfield
scoreboard units and sponsor identification display areas around the field fences need to be
improved or replaced. The addition of some very secure, esite storage units or buildings,
located in high visibility areas, would be beneficial for storing site equipment and supplies.

North of the main parking lot, and east of the existing concession stand is an approximately
quarter-acre open area that could be better utilized as a larger family picnic dmplayground

area with pavilions, tables, barbecues, prep facilities, and play structures for larger

OOAEI CAOET ¢6 AT A OEOEOEIT C COI OPO8 -usddmaAdinOx1 Ag
need of structural and safety upgrades. Any remodel or removaf the existing concession

Parks Master Plan February 2021
City of Los Banos Page5-29



Parks Master Plan Inventory & Needs Assessment Analysi:

buildings may require investigation into asbestos contamination, abatement, and removal.
The restroom facilities are also in need of some maintenance and renovation.

The entire site should be reviewed for ADA compliance issuemd an ADA access plan
developed to address those concerns.

Implementation of a city-wide wayfinding signage program for City prks would be
particularly beneficial to residents and teams visiting the area for games and tournaments.
Monument signage along Colorado

Street could be improved to better

identify the park location and

entryways. Install signage indicating

park rules, identification of structures,

and wayfinding. L B ity tgnoree S

A comprehensive plan that includes
shade tree and landscape installation, Bt
signage, lighting, drinking fountains, MESSEEEEAEEEE B e
pavilions, storage, and irrigation and [EREEEEE 2

utility upgrades, throughout the __---—--""'f'
interior of the park in conjunction with > ik
parking improvements, paving
upgrades, landscape planting,

c'onnTc'tor walks, “ght'?g anc(:j |Oth§r Colorado a//par/(‘ Tennis courts need resurfacing
visual improvements along Colorado and pickleball enthusiasts want to see

Avenue, will help to physically and striping for their favorite sport .
aesthetically unite the entire facility

with the community.

o AN =
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PACHECAPARK 903 Pacheco BoulevardNhen this 6.8-acre park was developed prior to

pwvuvh EO EAA A 11 OA AAAEAAAT U AOATIT EA Al AEAT |
Community Park. Located near the center of the City on the south side of Pacheco Boulevard, .
whEAE EO 11T x OEA OAOU AOOGU 30A0OA 21 6OA puvces8 4E

a more decidedly urban feel to it today. Despite the changes, this park still maintains a high

profile in the community and is a heavily used space despite its lack active recreation
opportunities. Adding activities such as themed playground, splash pad, and court games

x] Ol A COAAOI U AATAZEEO OEBEAAHEO DS O OAIIOI @1 BEOO O

10O A OOOA O#EOU O0AOEGS A& O to,all gdople. Atlisiexpectedto OOE A O
function as a neighborhood park, a busy rest area for travelers, a performance venue, play

space, celebration space, staging area, parking lot and way station for hundreds of children
DAOOET ¢ A1 T 1 ¢ E O6%hodisAngrkdiately to thOrokhioidhe budyPadbeco
Boulevard. Poised to be the premier park space in the City it has unfortunately become
underutilized and somewhat forsaken because of mounting security concerns and the
degrading condition of its facilties.
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Located adjacent to theexisting Los Banos High School track and football stadiurthe park,
parking areas, local streets and facilities are heavily burdened during game and event
seasons. Street parking in the surrounding neighborhood during games can become
troublesome for residents.

S. 7TH STREET

Proposed plans for Pacheco Park include activeareation and parking on the east side and passive
recreation andO A O A @dniobialon the west side near the library

There are three separate parking areas associated with the park and all needdesign,
resurfacing, and restriping. Another small lot has been proposed for the space just north of
the Milliken Museum and Scout House building. This area currently remains unpaved with
no plans for future improvements.

Parking could be radically improved along 7 Street by removing the existing curb and
installing angled parking. Protections like curbs, planters, and high visibility striping should
be included for the existing utility pole locations to avoid collision potential. New shade tree
plantings and widened sidewalks and security lighting should bestalled to accommodate
the heavy pedestrian traffic travelling to and from the schools. Tree planting and installation
of permeable pavements could help qualify this area for a Green Infrastructure project
grants.

Create safer access from Pacheco Blwdto the north side parking area by installing a single
direction of travel from west to east and redesign for angled parking. Aesthetic upgrades to
OEA OEAAAS 1T &£/ OEA DPAOE OEIT OI A ETAI OAA 1 Ax
furniture, ornamental lighting, and the addition of a low, wall, fence or shrub plantings to
define the entries into the space and double as a sound barrier from the traffic noise. Tree
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planting and installation of permeable pavements could help qualify this area for a &mn
Infrastructure project grant.

There are only two designated ADA parking spaces in the entire park area, including the
stadium. Both spaces are located near the pedestrian bridge. Revise the parking design and
add spaces near the library, in the north @rking area off Pacheco Blvd., in the proposed Scout
House lot and at the Milliken Museum lot near the front of the stadium and existing rec
center.Any new facility development on the site should incorporate more parking and create
better pedestrian acces routes to the stadium from the surrounding parking areas and the
neighborhood.

Many walkways, transitions and paving
areas along the circulation paths are not
ADA compliant and should be replaced.
Many of these paths of travel are Safe
Routes to School fomany students and

their repair should be made a
community priority. Twice a day, scores

of students travel from the

neighborhoods south of Pacheco Blvd. &
up and over the pedestrian bridge and
on to the Junior High and Elementary §
schools located either side of 7 Street

just north of the intersection at Pacheco
Blvd.

There is a pubic library building located
on the western side of the park facing
300AAO xEOE A O Al
plaza, two benches, a flagpole and a little
grove of shade trees in the park, just to
the east of the library. A public access
Recreation Center(Hall) with kitchen
facilities and large banquet room is
located near the center of the park space
and can be rented for large gatherings
or events.

Implementation of a signage program
would be particularly beneficial to this

park as it is utilized by somany people

who are just passing through the area.
Wayfinding signage in other parts of the
city, and along Pacheco Blvd (SR 152)
specifically directing users to the park.
Develop park monument signage that

The Los Banos Library (top) and the
Milliken Museum (bottom) help make
Pacheco Park a true civic park
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identifies the park and indicates how to get tkre. Install signage indicating park rules,
identification of structures and points of interest.

Twenty picnic tables are provided throughout the park, although, it appears that none of
them may actually be ADA compliant table units. It also appears ordye or two of the tables
may be accessiblédrom existing walkways. All are located in turf areas with no connections
to existing circulation paths. At least three tables in the main area of the park should be
upgraded to compliant status. More covered aas with tables should be provided. Larger
dining shelters with several tables, barbecue and prep areas would be recommended.

In addition to table seating there are five benches providethroughout the park. It appears

that three of those are ADA accessible. More covered/shaded seating areas would be
desirable. There aretwelve strategically placed trash receptacles, onlythree appear

accessible from adjacent walkways. There are sevemlonument and memorial structures

located throughout the park that need to be evaluated, renovated and/or relocated.

2A1T T AAOET ¢ AT A OAATT OOOOAOET ¢ OEAI OI CAOEAO
suggested as a possible solution.

Trails

For a more extensive list of trails and bikeways, refer to the City of Los Banos Bicycle
Pedestrian Plan. Trails should be developed as recurring maintenance allows and its
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Pedestrianbridge crossing Fawcett Canal proding access from BIuff Drive to Los Banos High Scho.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
City of Los Banos Page5-33



Parks Master Plan Inventory & Needs Assessment Analysi:

construction can be funded by trails and greenway grant® few key examples include: the

extension of the Canal Trail at the airport; etension ofthe Rail Trail along H Stand the old
railroad; and £ A 04 OAEI  OAsMdicediColtede idévdiopsiraviding recreational

s oA s~

access and ameniieA AEAAAT O O OEA O40AEI O1 OEA #i111ACcC

HGFAWCETICANALTRAIL W. / Street to PioneerStreet This 19-acre linear park corridor
extends approximately 1.8 miles in length along the south side of the existing Main Irrigation

Canal. Beginning at the west side of | street near Pacheco Blvd (SR 152) and proceeding
southeast to its terminus at Pioneer Avenue. Nearly the entire letly of the corridor is

irrigated and lined, on both sides, with mature trees providing a generous amount of shade
and a respite from the summer sun. The Raywood Ash trees have a short life span and will

eventually require replacement. Benches and trash carnlocated along the trail provide

resting locations for users. The regularly spaced lighting provides a sense of security during
dusk and early evening hours, making this one of the most travelled trails in the city. The

eight-foot-wide asphalt paved trail meanders within a 100foot-wide corridor and has

several walkways connecting to it from adjacentneighborhoods. Several street and
pedestrian bridges crossing the canal allow easy access to the trail from north side

residential areas as well. There are nturf areas along the trail to be maintained. More
benches and trash containers would be a welcome addition if possiblEhe entrance at Bluff
Drive needs ADA and landscape improvement§Vayfinding signageand lighting areneeded

and replacements for existing signs areneeded.

LINDEMANNIRAIL Place Road to Ward Roadhis half-mile long, 4.5acre linear park contains

an 8foot-wide asphalt trail that is really intended as an
extension of the downtown Rail Trail corridor. This part of the
trail has fences and open gates installed at its Place &t and

Ward Steet entrances. Large, irrigated, shade tree plantings

line both sides of the trail and provide a cool break from the
intense summer heat. There are no turf areas along the trail tc

maintain. The addition of benches, lighting, and trash

receptacles would be welcomad by users as activity in the
area and trail usage increasedhe trail provides recreational
and transit opportunities for an adjacent multrfamily housing

complex and nearby neighborhoods with connections to 3?“‘-"‘

s o~ A 2 s
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PAGEAVENUEEXTENSION Corner 11" Street to Page Avenue. |

10 A AEI ET OOEOA p8t AAOAON-

mile-long connector walk from the southeast corner of the :'
High School on 1# Street and Page Avenue, slipping betweer |
two agricultural fields, and extending across the very busy |

.....

Page Avenue Extension

Mercey Springs Road corridor to the residential areas on the
east side. This tredined mini-park acts asa shortcut and a  provides a shortcut for
shady refuge for students traelling to and from the high /ocal high school students
school from the surrounding neighborhoods. A fence and ¢ fo get to and

from home to school
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control gate have been installed at the 1# Street entrance, across from the high school;
however, there is neither a fence, control gate, crossing zone or crossing guatdhe Mercey
Springs Road end. The City should address the need for a safe entrance point at Highway 165
for the local students. This could possibly be funded through a Safe Routes to School (SRS)
grant. The installation of benches, trash receptaclesnd lighting would be a welcome
addition to the trail.

RAIL TRAIL ANDEXTENSIONS 2527 to Place Roadlhe main segment of this 11.7acre linear
greenway / park extends along the abandoned Santa Fe railroad corridor. Within the
improved corridor is a gently
AOOOET ¢ pmd xE/
trail that runs approximately a
mile or more in length. From its
current starting point at 2nd
Street between Gand H Streets,
the trail and corridor move
southeast, on a diagonal,
through the historic downtown
commercial and residential
districts to its terminus at the
very busy intersection of
Pacheco Blvd (SR 152) and
Mercey Springs Drive (SR 165).
This highly visible segment of
the trail does offer benches,
trash receptacles, decorative
lighting, signage and extensive
landscaping to maximize the experience for the users. The corridor is designed as a means
to, pick-up, and conduct pedestrians from the surroundingdistricts toward existing and
proposed amenities developing along its length. The corridor currently links diverse places
like the Henry Miller Plazathe historic downtown business district, the Community Center,
nearby municipal services, retail busineses, and a potential recreational amenity such as a
splash pad, skatepark, pickleball/tennis courts oranother recreational amenity. The trail
and corridor space become the nexus in a web of recreational and social opportunities for
those living and working inor near downtown and surrounding districts. Unpaved sections

of the trail should be improved with asphal.

The Los Banos Rail Trail links the city residents with the
civic center, downtown, and local businesses

The Rail Trail Corridor and surrounding parcels could become integral parts of a plan to

revitalize and re-orient the downtown district by establishing a corridor or zone for the

purpose of consolidating City and County and State administrative Centegsjvate utility

offices or customer service centers and other municipal services like Police, Fire and
Ambulance into one centrally located and interconnectedpine along the entire onemile

length -- consolidation of City and County administrative and mnicipal services along a

OET CI A OOPET A8 1T &£ 1TAx1 U AAade] publid/gitate AT OOAT |
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government structures all interconnected with a mix of public use spaces, green
infrastructure, and a pedestrian trail and mall.

Large establishedtrees provide shade alongmost of the route. Understory plantings have
been modified where possible to increase security and visibility along the trail without
degrading the overall aesthetic of the trail. The trail is ADA accessible for its entire length

Technically, the Rail Trail continues to the southeast, across the busy intersection at Pacheco
Blvd (SR 152) and Mercey Springs Road (SR 165); however, after resuming its journey at the
opposite corner, both the name and the character of the corridor nk@ adramatic change.
Users wanting to continue along the trail are, at this point, required to carefully navigate two
frantic crossings before regaining access and continuing southeast from Pacheco Boulevard
for approximately a halfmile until the end of this section at Place Avenue. Across Place
Avenue the trail resumes its alignment and for another haliile is known as the Lindemann
Trail.

511 EEA OEA DPOAOGEI OO OAAOQCEIT 1 & OEA 2AEI 40AEI |
granite. This secton is; however, nicely appointed with a double row of established shade

trees for most of its length. Benches, trash receptacles or other amenities are conspicuously

absent due to maintenance concerns. No turf or other understory plantings are present. No

fence or access control gates are present at the Pacheco Boulevard entrance but have been
installed at the Place Road terminus. This segment is currently the most underutilized

portion of the trail. A lack of lighting, incomplete paving, and safety issuekave all

contributed to a less than desirable reputation.

Dedicated pedestrian crosswalks for trail users and conspicuous trail terminus plazas on
either side of Pacheco Boulevard would greatly enhance the connectivity and thus, the
usability of the corridor. Improvements would bring more users, boost activity levels along
this more isolated segment of the trail. Increased usage, lamforcement, andighting would
help to reduce and possibly eliminate vandalism and litter issues. Perceptions regardingsh
part of the trail should then improve, increasing use accordingly.

The Rail Trailcurrently ends on the northwest side of town at 2ndStreet but if the existing
rail spur should become abandonedthe trail and corridor could potentially extend another
1.5 miles farther to the northwest where it would intersect with Los Banos Creek. Any
proposed trail along the creek would, ideally, link up with the Rail Trail extension. The
extension area should include asphalt and improved entryway.

Sgnage upgradesand a marquee sign at the crossroads of Highway 1865 is needed.The
exercise equipment stations have not proven to be very popular along the trail; thus, these
areas should be discontinued and replaced with bench and picnic spaceét trail locations
near the Community Center small trainthemed playgrounds could offer activities for
younger ages. Tie Community Centerand Henry Miller Plaza do not currently haveutdoor
recreational amenities for children.
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Access to recreation facilities, including parks and playgrounds, trails, picnic areas,
recreation and community centers, and sports facilities, is addressed in the ADA
standards.This section also addresses the desired proximity and access to parks and
recreation facilities for each park classification.

5.3.1 - PROXIMITKISTREEACCESS

Community parks should have access from major or secondary arterial roadways.
Neighborhood parks should have access from local streets or collector roadways. Pocket
parks may be &cessed from local streets or cufle-sacs. Park sites shall also be located to
provide maximum accessibility from the areas to be served, meaning that they shall not be
inaccessible to adjacent neighborhoods by virtue of development patterns, street laytsy
block walls or other obstructions to accessibility.

For the most part, trails (or Class | bikeways) in Los Banos are either rail trails or located

adjacent to irrigation canals. The 2018 Citpf Los Banos BicycléPedestrian Plan proposes

a Class | tkeway adjacent to Los Banos Creek west of the City. Trails typically provide access

O OAcCEITAI AT A AiTii Ol EOU DPAOEOS I AAAGO O1 1,
is acceptable. A few exceptions may currently exist, but it is preferred thaocket parks

should not be accessed from trails.

It is generally considered important for a community member to be able to walk to a park
within one-quarter to one-half mile of his or her residence. The Exhibit (Figur&-2) is a map

of the Cityof Los Banos with all the park facilities including the Los Banos Community Center
with a quarter to half mile walking radius identified around the center of each pocket or
neighborhood park. Other parks on the map include community parks. The map clearly
illustrates that for most residents in the City there is access to some kind of park. SR 152
may be considered a barrier to walking, but the City still has sufficient access tarfs on
either side of the major thoroughfare. The City has provided the residents of Los Banos with
a series of trails along irrigation canals and the abandoned rail line as well as the bikeways
identified in the Los Banos Bicycle and Pedestrian Plam dertain neighborhoods in the City,
greenways provide access to parks (i.e., Meadowlands Greenway and Rancho dos Amigos
Greenway). Not all greenways have sidewalks but installing them to provide better
connectivity to parks should be a priority. In area where canal trails and the rail trail do not
exist, the City should consider that any greenway that may be includedany new residential
developmentshould include sidewalks.

The Los Banos Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan identifies a much more extengistof bikeways

and trails. The extension of the Canal trail at the airport, the extension of the Rail Trail along

( 300AAOh AT A OEA O40AEI O OEA #111ACA6 xEII
access and amenities for the residents of LosaBos. Trails should be developed as recurring
maintenance allows and when construction can be funded by available grants.
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5.3.2 - AMERICANS WITBISABILITIERACT(ADA)
Mandates

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a civil rights law that mandates equal
opportunity for individuals with disabilities. The ADA prohibits discrimination in access to
jobs, public accommodations, government services, public transportation, and
telecommunications. The City oLos Banos Parks and Recreation Divisidmas undertaken
an evaluation of its facilities to determine the extent to which individuals with disabilities
may be restricted in their access to Cityecreation andactivities.

This section will guide the planning and implementation of necessarypark facility
modifications over thenext fifteen or more years The ADAEvaluationis significant in that it
AOOAAT EOEAO OEA #EOUGO 1T CciEITC AiiiEOIAT O OI
programs, and facilities that includeall its citizenry.

The California Code ofRegulations, Title 24, Part 2 mandates that all publicly funded
buildings, structures, and related facilities shall be accessible to and usable by persons with
AEOAAEI EOEAOS AEAOA OACOI AGETT O PAOOAET Ol
that were constructed using state, City, or municipal funds or that are owned, leased, rented,
contracted, or sublet by the City.

ADAPolicies

Ensure that parks and recreation facilities are accessible to all citizens. Incorporate all
design features, equired by the Americans With Disabilities Act, which improve access to
parks and park facilities for disabled citizens. Where necessary, retrofit existing park
facilities in order that they comply with the provisions of the Americans With Disabilities
Act, affecting parking and access. To the extent practical, provide playground equipment
which provides recreational opportunities to disabled children within Los Banos parks and
provide features such as trails and signs for persons who are visually impaireahd park
structures which accommodate persons confined to wheelchairs. Where appropriate,
provide park facilities which meet the recreational needs of senior residents.

To the extent feasible, ensure that trails are accessible to all residents. Incorpagatesign
features, including suitable trail surface materials, which provide access to trails loysabled
citizens.

Facility Evaluation

This master plandescribes the processo completethe evaluation of, T O " fAcilitie<add
identifies the necessary modification of playgrounds and adjacent streetsto ensure
accessibility. Evaluations were conducted with QK staff and the Parks and Recreation
Operations Manager at each park site with the use of digital photography to record both the
availability of ADA access or lack of ADA access and field notes. Tablé, ADA Access
Evaluation for Existing Facilities, is a summary of the evaluation.
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Table5-1
ADA Access Evaluation for Existing Facilities
Park or Facility Name Needs Access Needs Access Notes
from Nearby onto
Street(s) Playground
7th Street Ballpark X OK No playgrounds.
Ag Sports Complex X -- No playgrounds
Airport Park OK OK No playgrounds
Big Page Park X X
Catholic Park X X
Citrus Terrace | Park X X
Citrus Terrace Il Park X X
City Park (on Ninth Street) X X
College Greens Park X X
Colorado Ballpark OK -- No playgrounds
Cresthills Park OK X
Davis Park X X
Dos Amigos Park X X Sidewalks from street to
play area may bdoo steep
Flagpole Park OK -- No playgrounds. No acces:
needed from nearby
streets
Gardens | Park X X
Gardens Il Park (Daffodil Park) X X
Gardens V Basin Park OK OK
Henry Miller Plaza OK OK No playgrounds
HG Fawcett Canal Trail OK -- No playgrounds
JoLin Park OK -- No playgrounds
Lindemann Trail OK -- No playgrounds
Little Page Park X OK
Los Banos Community Center X -- No playgrounds
Meadowlands Greenway Park X -- No playgrounds. All four
streets need ADA
Meadowlands | Park OK X
Meadowlands Il Park X X
Meadowlands Ill Basin Park OK X
Meadowlands Il Park OK X
Miller & Lux Building Restrooms need ADA
Neighborhood Park (Sandstone OK X Two playgrounds; one
Park) needs ADA access
Oliveira Courtyard Park OK -- No playgrounds
(Southbrook Park)
Oliveira Soccer Park OK X
Orchard Terrace Park OK X
Pacheco Park OK -- No playgrounds
Page Avenue Extension Trail -- --
Presidential Park X X
Rail Trail and Extensions OK -- No playgrounds
Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Park or Facility Name Needs Access Needs Access Notes
from Nearby onto
Street(s) Playground

Rancho dos Amigos Par& X X 1z 3 street ramps needed

Rancho dos Amigos Greenway X OK No playgrounds. Ten ADA

Park ramps needed at streets

Ranchwood Park OK X

Regency Lot D Park X X

Regency Tot Lot -- X

Skylark Park &Expansion X X Needs ADA ramp at
Meadowlark

Talbott Basin Park OK OK

Verona Basin Park OK X

Veterans Memorial Park X Suggest 2 ADA ramps fron
Creekside. No playgrounds

Village Park (on Bellflower) X X

Vineyard Basin A Park OK X

Vineyard Basin B Park OK X

Vineyard Basin C Park X No Playgrounds

Wolfsen Park -- - No playgrounds. No street

access needed at this time

KEY:X Requires ADA ramp(s) OK No ramps needeg-Not applicable

5.3.3 - SERVICAREAANALYSIS

What is a Service Area? Service area distance radii are generated with the park location as
the central radius point. When areas zoned for residential use fall outside graphic service
area designations, that area may be underserved by existing parks. Hegvice area analysis
demonstrates that there appearsto bd AANOAOA AT OAOACA AAOT 60 OEA
with the current parks provided in the Neighborhood and Pocket Parks classification.
Community Park service radius coverage indicates thamithe future, the southeast portion

of the City should be considered for an additional community park sité the City continues

to grow in that direction. Currently, expansion to the southeast is hindered by the 7,400
acre North Grasslands Wildlife Aredo the east Gaps in service can be addressed by adding
a new facility or expanding existing facilities. There does not appear to be an opportunity to
expand an existing park facility in the southeast area of the Citynless, perhaps, the City
grows south of Pioneer Road

In addition to providing appropriate quantities and types of recreation facilities, the City
strives to provide them in useful and appropriate locations. A Level of Service Area Analysis
was conduced with respect to all parks in the City. Proximity to parks is more than a
convenience issue. It helps to establish an excellent Gityde park system by providing
improved air quality, circulation, opportunities for social engagement, community identify
and health benefits. Proximity to park land is one of the elements identified as predicting
healthy levels of physical activity in the community, and a survey of U.S. adults finds that
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people with access to neighborhood parks were nearly twice as liketg be physically active
as those without access to parks.

Neighborhood and Pocket Parks Service Area Analysis

When we view the service areas of neighborhood and pocket parks, Los Banos parks are
clearly accessible to all areas and neighborhoods in the monunity (Figure 5-1). New
residential development shall install new pocket parks and neighborhood parks based on a
walkable service radius of a quarter mile for pocket parks and a half mile for neighborhood
parks. A quartermile radius typically represents a fiveminute walk whereas a halfmile
radius is typically aten-minute walk. Future neighborhood parks will be developed as new
subdivisions are approved and constructed. For example, the new communities of
Shaunessy Village near College Greens andnfSse Ranch near Talbott Park/Los Banos
Junior Middle School will include new parks to accommodate the residents there.

Community Parks Service Area Analysis

When we view the service area of community parks, Los Banos parks are cleabtcessible
to all areas and neighborhoods in the community within a twemile radius (Figure 5-2).
When we take a closer look at a onmile service area, the southeast section of the City
appears to lack a community park to meet the recreational needs did city. A community
park may be a future need if the population of the City expands primarily to the south and
southeast.

All City Parks Service Area Analysis

When we view the service areas of all city parks, Los Banos parks are clearly accessible to all
areas and neighborhoods in the community (Figure). New parks should be based on the
criteria identified in this Master Plan.
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SECTION 6LEVEL OISERVICELOS)ANALYSIS

Overall, the level of service (LOS), accessibility to parks, quality of facilities, and type of
facilities available are excellent. While it is unlikely that the City will need substantial new
parkland except as the City grows and to meet the residents siee for a regional sports
complex, there are areas for improvements and the need to revisit the existing park facilities
and amenities to better serve the community, meet new trends, and provide the types of
facilities that residents want. Sectionb goesinto depth about the needs and opportunities
for the City.

Level of Service (LOS) standards are guidelines that define service areas based on population

Z A ~ =

standards can and will change over time; as the population increases, the need to acquire
additional land and develop parks also increases as will the costs to do so.

LOS standards for the City of Los Banos were evaluated using a combination of local, regional
and national resources, including:

General Plan Policy Documen®arks, Open Space, and Resources Element
National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) Guidelines

Other standards from Parks Master Plan from communities in the regiomand
Community stekeholder and city staff input and general observations. This allows
standards to be customized specifically for the City of Los Banos park system.

= =4 =4 A
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a number of inputs are required to have a complete understanding of what the community
needs. The following are the areas evaluated in this section.

1 The collection of available information provided by City Parks and Recreation and
additional research such as comunity profile and demographics.

9 Site visits and recordation of each visit using digital photography and field notes of

all city parks and facilities with Park and Recreation staff.

Data analysis to determine inventory and condition of current facilities.

Evaluating local interests, regional and national trends, and determining what Los

Banos can extract from nearby communities.

1 Determination of supply and demand within the community including acres of parks
per resident.

1 Community input using stakeholderand community participation and community
surveys.

1 Developing recommendations for meeting the needs of the community through an
analysis of facilities.

1 Areview of national and regional guidelines and standards as a tool to help determine
a suitable andcomparable approach to meet the needs of Los Banos residents.

= =4
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6.1.1 - NRPAGUIDELINES

According to the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA&020 NRPA Agency
Performance Revievj the typical park and recreation agency offers one park for every B1
residents served, with9.9 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents. But park and recreation
agencies are as diverse as the communities that they serve, and what works well for one
agency may not be best for every agencyHistorically, NRPA has created hierarchy of park
types, as well as a set of acreage standards for different park types. For years, nationally
accepted standards called fo®.9 acres of parkland for every 1,000 residents. But by the
1990s, the National Recreation and Park Association Iexed that, suggesting instead that
each city establish its own standard based on its growth patternStandards nformation for
cities within California are shown in Subsection 6.13 z RegionalStandards that follow.

6.1.2 - CURRENTOTY OR.OSBANOS
Current L Banos Standards

The Los Banos General Plan had established a goal of providing seven acres of developed
park land per 1,000 residents within thecity limits ( five acres provided by the development
community and two acres provided by the City). TheGty currently has a population of
41,898 and 264.35 acres of park land. This translates into a ratio of @G8res ofparks per
1,000 population. With this current ratio of 6.3 per 1,000 residents, the City has been able to
maintain a favorable proportion of parks within a walking or biking distance to a vast
majority of residents in the City. In order to meet the growing population of the City for the
target date of2035, a projected population of 57,517, and a ratio of seven acres per 1,000
residents, the park acreage needs to increase to 402.6 acres, an increase of 138.3 acres or an
average of 9.2 acres per yeailf the city wishes to maintain
its current ratio of 6.3, then the park acreage needs tc
increase to 98 acres, an increase of 6.5 acres per yeAmew
regional park facility, addition of more trails, development 6.2.acres per 1,00 residents
of the additional area of Ag Sports Compléx AT A O since it is currently working
requirement for private developmert to build parks in the |z the community, is equal
communities they developwould likely help the City of Los | to or better than California
Banos achieve its preferred park acreage goals. Following i} cities of comparable

the recommended target ratios of new park land for the| population and landarea,

This Master Plan
recommends that the City
maintain its current ratio of

2035 Los Banos Parks Master Plan: and parks are in a
comfortable walking or
Current Acreage per )00 Population by Classification biking distance from a

. majority of the people who
1 Neighborhood and Pocket Park$.35 acres per 1,000 | s there.

residents.
1 Community Parks:1.8 acres per 1,000 residents
1 Specialty Parks and Trails1.15 acres per 1,000 residents
1 Regional ParksNo standard available
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Park Acreageby Classification Summary

1 Neighborhood and Pocket Parks.
0 Los Banos has 37 Neighborhood and Pocket Parks containing a totalldd.61-
acres resulting in 335-acres per 1,000 residents.
o! 0O OEA #EOUGO POT EAAOAA ¢mnou aminibdn, ahOET T h
additional 52.1 acres of neighborhood and pocket parks to continue to meet this
level of service standard; however, neighborhood and pocket parks should be
located within a walking distance of onequarter to one-half mile of residents in
new residential communities.
1 Community Parks.
0 Los Banos has three Community Parks containing a total ©6.79 acres resulting
in 1.8-acres per 1,000 residents.
o !0 OEA #EOUB8O DPOI EAAOAA ¢mou DI DOIBROEI T h
acres of community parks to meet this level of service standard.
0 Ag Sports Complex is a community park of nearly 58cres but only 8.25acres
have been built out.
o0 The aceage for a new regional park could meet or exceed the acreage needs for
the community park standards.
1 Special Use Parks and Trails.
0 Los Banos has five Specialty Parks containing a total48 acres resulting in 1.5
-acres per 1,000 residents.
o AttheCtU6 O DPOT EAAOAA ¢mou DI DOI AOEI T1B10EA #E
acres of specialty parks and trails to meet this level of service standard. However,
the types of facilities found in a special use park, i.e., dog park, skate park, disc golf
course, etc., can often be found in neighborhood and community parks thus
negating the need for additional area to meet the special use park acreage
requirement.
1 Regional Parks.The City currently has no regional park or regional park standards.

6.1.3 - REGIONAISTANDARDS

In an effort to establish a consensus of what the average level of service for each park
classification is, specific cities were selected due to their similarities to the City of Los Banos.
Similar criteria used to choose these cities were: demographicsppulation, and size.

1 The City of El Centro (Imperial County)
0 11.08 Square Miles within City Limits
0 44,079 population (2019)

1 The City of Hollister (San Benito)
0 7.29 Square Miles within City Limits
o 40,740 population (2019)

1 The City of Manteca (San JoaquiroGnty)
0 17.73 Square Miles within City Limits
0 83,028 population (2019)

1 The City of Delano (Kern County)

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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0 14.30 Square Miles within City Limits
0 53,573 population

Each citymay havedifferent classifications for park spaces, nonetheless, most cities share
designations. The park designations of neighborhood, community, regional, and special use
parks contain specific amenities particular to each park type. Typically, a local agency that
provides municipal services, including Parks and Recreation, would have argee Master
Plan. This allows the City to establish goals and policies specific to that particular service in
order to manage an adequate level of service as the demand increases (population growth).
This allows the City to establish a new level of serccriteria, if needed, for park facilities.
Many factors can be attributel to a municipaliO Bl Iével of service for Parks and Recreation.
As mentioned previously, the cities in the table below, were chosen due to their similarities

with the City of Los Baos.

Table6-1

Regional Park ExamplegClassifications and Standards

Comparison City Type Service Area  Desirable Acres/1,000
Size population
City of El Centro  Pocket Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Neighborhood ¥ito Y2 Mile  5-10 Acres 2.5 acres
Parks
Community >15 Mile 20-40 Acres 2.5 acres
Parks
Regional Parks 50-60 Miles 500+ Acres No Applicable
Standards
Special Use No No No Applicable
Parks Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
City of Hollister Pocket Parks  %to % Mile  <2.5 acres 4 acres
Neighborhood ¥sto 2 Mile 2.5-10 Acres 4 acres
Parks (5 Min)
Community Y Mile >10 Acres 4 acres
Parks
Regional Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Special Use No No No Applicable
Parks Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
City of Delano Pocket Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Parks Master Plan February 2021
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Comparison City Type Service Area  Desirable Acres/1,000
Size population
Neighborhood < % Mile 3-5 Acres 3 acres
Parks
Community <1 Mile 15-30 Acres 3 Acres
Parks
Regional Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Special Use No No No Applicable
Parks Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
City of Manteca  Pocket Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Neighborhood <Y Mile 1-10 Acres 3 acres
Parks
Community <3 miles 15-50 Acres 1 Acre
Parks
Regional Parks No No No Applicable
Applicable Applicable Standards
Standards Standards
Special Use No No 1 Acre
Parks Applicable Applicable
Standards Standards

The average consensus of the four parks identified with similgsopulations and area to Los
Banos and a comparison to current Los Banos standards is as follows in the table below.

Table 6-2
Comparison of ParkAcreage Regional Standards by Classification

Current Los Banos  Average Standards of Foul

Classification Standards Regional Citieddentified
Pocket and Neighborhood Parks 3.35/1,000 3.2/1,000
Community Parks 1.8/1,000 1.6/1,000
Specialty Parks andrrails 1.15/1,000 No Standard Available

Regional Parks No Available Standard  No Available Standard
Conclusiort, 4EA #EOUGO AOOOAT O OOAT AAOAO AOA ANOA]
of comparable cities.

TAEA #EOU 1T &£ $AIAlT EAO OE@ DPAOEOTI PAT ODPAAA AOAAO AAOGECT AOAZ
Master Plan does not designhate applicable standards for the development of these facilities.

8 Pocket Parks are considered to be a subtgmf Neighborhood Parks and therefore, does not have specific design
standards.

Parks Master Plan

February 2021
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6.1.4 - PROPOSETY ORLOSBANOSSTANDARDS

Park AcreageStandards and Distance Requiremerst by Classification

= =4 4 =

Neighborhood and Pocket Parks3.35 acres per 1,000 residents

Community Parks.1.8 acres per 1,000 residents

Specialty Parks and Trailst.15 acres per 1,000 residents

RegionalParks:Typically, one per region based on 2.5 acres per 1,000 population of
the region although the standard can vary from region to region. The population of
communities, both incorporated and unincorporated within a20-mile radius (30-
minute drive) of Los Banos is approximately 67,000 (Santa Nella, Volta, Dos Palos,
Gustine, Newman, El Nido, Newman, and Stevinson, not including Merced with a
current population of approximately 79,000). One regional park, which could
ultimately service the City of Los Baos and surrounding communities, would meet
or exceed the typicalregional park standard of 2.5acres per 1,000 population. The
City of Merced has a twelveacre Youth Sports Complex. A larger regional facility like
the one being proposed for Los Banos atil also serve the City of Merced.

Size and Distance Requirementby Classification

1 Pocket Parkshould have a minimum area of 5,000 square feet and a general service
area of onequarter mile radius.

1 Neighborhood Parksshould have a minimum size of oneatseven acres and a general
service area of onehalf mile radius.

1 Community Parksshould have a minimum size of seven to 25 acres and a general
service area of one to two-mile radius; three-mile radius is acceptable but not
encouraged.

1 A Regional Parkypically averages between 2%nd 100acres and serves the city and
surrounding communities (i.e., Gustine and Los Palos.)
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SECTION 7FOCUSAREAS

AEA #EOU T &£ ,17T0 "ATTO0 0AOEO AT A 2AAO0OAAOQEIT $
interest in several new facilities and renovations to existing facilities. The following
summaries are conceptual studiesneantOT CAOCA OEA AT i1 OTEOWUBO 1T A,

regional sports facility and an aquatic center. Renovations for Colorado Ballpark and
expansion of the Ag Sports Complex are described and pictured in the paragraphs that follow
in this Section.

The Central Valley should leverge its position between several major airports and
highways, as well as its year round sunny weather for a project such as this. Los Banos is the
ideal location to connect the Central Valley and the Bay Area. This would be a crucial project
for the future financing of the Parks and Recreation Division and its impact on the General
Fund. The project would provide significant return on tourism and provide youth and adults

in the area a space to play yeamound.

The following studies and the site as indicatedre for conceptual purposes only and not to
suggest a preferred location for a regional sports complex. The purposes for a regional
facility would be to encourage tourism, provide revenue to the City, and create quality
playing fields for local and regioral teams. The revenue produced by the sports complex
would help fund additional staffing and could also be used to offset the costs of other park
venues such as an aquatic center. A site for an aquatic center has not yet been selected, but
the regional spats complex could also include an aquatic facility. The two conceptual studies
as indicated do not include an aquatic center, but its future location could be here or another
site in the City.

Due to its vast size and numerous amenities, a regional spodemplex will most likely be a
phased project, several fields could eventually include additional fields, fencing, and
concession buildings. A fenced project and concessions will provide additional revenue to
the City.

Two conceptual studies were preparedor a Regional Sports Facility on an approximately
210-acre site located south of Pioneer Road, west of Ortigalita Road, and north of the
irrigation canal for presentation to and to select a preferred option by the residents of Los
Banos. Although a sitéor a regional sports facility has not been selected or determined, the
location was used as an example, not a recommendation or a preferred site, of what a
regional sports facility might look like. The site as depicted was shown in the concept studies
here because of its size, location, and potential for future trail access along an irrigation canal.
The site is located on the west side of the city and ommile from SR 152. A Class | bikeway is
planned for Pioneer Road and a Class Il bikeway is planned fOrtigalita Road. The two
studies are conceptual only and the site itself was used only for concept purposes. Further
investigation will need to determine the number of facilities for the proposed project. The
two studies and the components of each stydare as follows:

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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7.1.1 - CONCEPTBTUDYDESCRIPTIONS
Option A

Approximately 75 to 80 acres were being proposed for the first phase of the regional sports
facility with additional room to expand as the city grows and sporting events become more
popular and expand b include other communities. The plan was developed around a grid
system of drive aisles parallel to the public streets that frame the northern and eastern
boundaries of the site. The twdane drive aisles provide access from Pioneer Road and
Ortaglita Raad. Tennis courts, four picnic shelters, and a large open play area for volleyball
and other open play gamesvere located central to the picnic pavilions and easily accessible
at the northeast corner of the subject property. Baseball fields for both li# league,
teenagers, and adults were located in the norttn section of the site. Soccer fields were
located south of the private drive that extends west from Ortigalita Road. Parking lots, large
enough to serve traffic for multiple events were centralljocated amongst both baseball and
soccer fields. Basketball, a plaza with benches, and restrooms were located near Ortigalita
Road and west of the baseball fields. Fencing will enclose the park. The picnic area,
tennis/pickleball courts, and open spacen the northeast corner of the site could be used
separately from the fenced larger sports complex. This area will have its own parking lot.

Option B

The meandering driwve that circulates through the regional park and provides access to each
of the recreaional amenities and the parking lots creates a more parkke or pastoral setting

for Option B. Parking is proposed both on the drive aisles as well as in the lots near one of
the main entrances at Ortigalita Road. Ten soccer fields are located on thsteside of the
park and baseball fields are located on the west side. Between the soccer and baseball, the
plan proposes tennis and basketball courts. Two wetlefined large picnic areas with shade
trees, restrooms, and picnic shelters (one picnic area gets a splash pad) are placed so that
all court games and field games have access to each of them making it convenient for
attendees to plan a day of picnicking and spectator sports. Fencing will enclose the park.

Community Preferences

1 The preferred Concept Site Plan was Concept B witlhe meandering interior
roadway, trails throughout, and several central picnic areas.

1 The preferred amenities most participants wanted to see were court games, soccer
fields and ballfields and restroomswith concession stands.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
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7.2 - Aquatics Center

The need and interest to develop an
aguatic center was identified in the
2006 Los Banos Parks & Recreatior
-AOOAO 01 Al8 ,10
pool was closed in 2009 and there
has not been a public pool to use
since then. Only wo Fitness =
Centers and one high school in Los |
Banos provide pools. Despite their
popularity local swimming teams
appear to be struggling due to a
lack of accessibility to a swim
center. Acompetition element and
a kids/fun element are two s i -
essential ingredients for an aquatic Aquatic Center example, Dinubazalifornia

center; apool should be available

for both public recreation and competition. Two conceptual studies were prepared for an
approximately three-acre aquatic center with a preferred site located near the Los Banos
Community Center and Hery Miller Plaza. Adjacent roadways are H Street to the south and

&1 OOOE 300AAO O1 OEA xA0OOS8 4EA 2AEIl 40AEI 1E
DAOEET C 110 A O (ATOU -EITAO 01 AUA EO 11 AAOQA:
businesses are located on this site but are not included in the total acreage. Although a site

has not yet been determined or finalized, the Fourth and H Street location was selected to

depict an example of what an aquatic center might look like. The two studie@re conceptual

only and further investigation will need to determine the types of facilitiesneededfor the

proposed project. As a means to increase revenue for the city, any proposed building should

have adequate rental space for special events likarthday parties. The two studies and a

O0i i AU T £ OEA AT i i OGT EOQUBO DPOAEAOAT AAO AI111 x

7.2.1 - CONCEPBSTUDYDESCRIPTIONS
Option A

The concept study includes an Olympic size swimming pool, a zero entry kids pool; a building
for administration, lockers, pool house, restroomsand rental space for birthdays, parties,
and other family and group events; restrooms and pool house; plaza; parking lot;
landscaping;and fencing.

Option B

The concept study includes an Olympic size swimmg pool; diving boards including high
dive; bleachers; splash pad with numerous features; main building for administration,
lockers, and rental space for birthdays, parties, and other family and group events;
restrooms and pool house; plaza; parking; laretaping; and, fencing.
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Community Preferences

1 The preferred ConceptPlan was Concept Site Plan B that had more amenities than
Concept Site Plan A.

1 An aguatic center with competition pool and space for kids to plagnd learn to swim
was the mostpopular type of aquatic center. A large pool recreation building with
large event room or rooms and kitchen was also highly desired.

1 Adowntown location wasthe most popular spot for an aquatics center

7.3.1 - CONCEPTBSTUDYDESCRIPTIONS

Currently the park offers baseball, picnicking, playground, and horseshoes. The Qigs an
interest in expanding the facilities at the park. The size, location along Mercey Springs Road,
and the potential vacant land would create a new community park in an area where none
currently exists. The nearest community park is Colorado Ballparlocated approximately
4.5 miles southwest of theAg Sports Complex.

Conceptual studies were prepared for the approximatel$0-acre Ag Sports Complex located 3
ET OEA #EOUGS6O 11 OOEAAOO OAAOEITT AAOGO 1T &£ - AOAA

Approximately 180 linear-feet of the northern portion of the site or nearlyl0 acres may not

be used for development, grading, and eg&eation due to the underground debris located
here. Parking may be the one use that could be permitted here. Except for existing
recreational uses and parking and the debris infill site in the north, the remaining twahirds

of the site or approximately 2-acres has the potential for new development. Del Rio Drive
is a two-lane paved roadway that extends for approximately 2,80€eet along the southern
border of the property. Del Rio Drive allows access to the residential neighborhood to the
south via LosFelis Way, Place Road, and the continuation of Del Rio Drive. Del Rio Drive will
remain, but concrete sidewalks should be installed where none currently exist, particularly
on the north side of the roadway, to allow for greater pedestrian access.

The park has been identified as a location for a dog park, new concessistands and
restrooms, and parking lot renovations. Below are descriptions of each of the concept study
options.

Option A

Option A proposes a baseball field to supplement the two current figs, three little league
soccer fields, and six basketball courts, four tennis/pickleball courts near the baseball field
and parking lot, restrooms, and additional parking on the western half of the site. The
eastern half includes two picnic shelters, pigic tables under shade trees, an open play area
for frisbee toss, volleyball, and other lawn games, more parking, and possible soccer fields in
the existing storm basins.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
City of Los Banos Page7-8



Parks Master Plan Focus Areas

Option B

Currently, soccer does not exist here. The concept study proposes to inatutbur junior
soccer fields. The study also proposes six tennis/pickleball courts and seven tennis courts.
The existing parking lot is expanded to the east and a loop system of parking and drive aisles
is proposed that connects Los Felis Way to Del Rioiflze South. Parking on the infill site is
proposed. The eastern half of the park includes a skatepark, playground, restrooms, and
picnic shelter. Additional parking is proposed at the extension of Place Road; a-@&
parking lot currently exists there now so additional parking may not be needed here. This
plan proposes to reconfigure the storm basins to picturesque wet ponds that might attract
waterfowl; a place for a charming stroll on pathways around the lakes pleasant site for
picnicking; andfountains should be added to aerate the water.

Community Preferences

The preferred Concept Site Plan was Concept B with the meandering trails.

The Ag Sports Complex was identified as another desirable site foore sports fields
and an aquatic center.

1 Tennis and pickleball and meandering trails through the park were the most desired
amenities.

T
T

Option C

A third option was identified that if the Regional Sports Complex was funded and
constructed, the Ag Sports Complex would be renovated, the dog pdntkilt, and a trail would
wrap around the park allowing the potential for exercise stations, mile markers for runners
and walkers, places to view wildlife and landscaping, and benches along the waye north
side would be used for overflow parking and theemainder could be used for unstructured
event space.

Parks Master Plan February 2021
City of Los Banos Page79



Focus Areas

| RN

Parks Master Plan

3 e L

e

-5

Figure 7
Ag Sports Complex Option A

Q&

Parks Master Plan
City of Los Banos

February 2021

Page7-10



Parks Master Plan Focus Areas

)
O
>
LLl
sed
Q.
p=
O
(&
2,
e
o
o
.
N
(&)
<

Figure 7-6
Ql(” Ag Sports Complex Option B
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A conceptual study was prepared for the renovation of Colorado Ballpark located west of
Colorado Avenue and the western end of Pine Street.

7.4.1 - CONCEPTSTUDYDESCRIPTION

The concept study for the Colorado Ballpark does not propesto relocate any of the
ballfields, the parking lot, restroom or the tennis courts. The parking lot will need to be
slurry sealed and restriped. The parking lot entrance needs to be widened.

To encourage more families to participate in being spectatorthe skatepark is proposed to
be located north of the parking lot. The location for a skate park north of the parking lot
allows for visibility from both parking lot and Colorado Avenue and allows for 6,000 to 7,000
square feet of skatepark area with neanp shade pavilions 10,000 square feet without the
nearby shade pavilions. The current skatepark is around 6,000 square feet.

Colorado Ballpark currently has no playgrounds. The space between the outfields of two
ballfields is a prime location for a picnicshelter and covered playgrounds aspot for all ages.
The nearby tennis courts will need to be resurfaced and feetted and should include an
option for pickleball. As another viable option, pickleball courts will fit in the area north of
the existing tennis courts.

Community Preferences

1 Skatepark and pickleball courts were the most popular amenities desired for
Colorado Ballpark followed by a close third with renovated ballfields.

1 Although Colorado Ballpark was the most popular location for a skateparkpme kids
want one on the east siddike Talbott Basin Park orAG Sports ComplexDowntown
was also selected aa potential for a popular spot.
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