
CITY OF LOS BANOS
TREE COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 12,2015

ACTION MINUTES - These minutes are prepared to
depict action taken for agenda items presented to the
Tree Commission.

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Kaljian called the Tree Commission Meeting to order
at 4:58 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairperson Spevak led the pledge of allegiance.

ROLL CALL - MEMBERS OF THE TREE COMMISSION PRESENT: Coakley absent,
Kaljian, Menefee, Spevak; Tietjen absent.

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Public Works Director/City Engineer Fachin absent,
Parks and Recreation Operations Manager Cardoza, Public Works Administrative Clerk
II Nelson.

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Spevak, seconded by
Menefee to approve the agenda as submitted. The motion carried by the affirmative
vote of all Tree Commission Members present; Coakley and Tietjen absent.

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF THE ACTION MINUTES FOR THE MEETING
OF AUGUST 12, 2015: Motion by Spevak, seconded by Menefee to approve the
minutes as submitted. The motion carried by the affirmative vote of all Tree Commission
Members present; Coakley and Tietjen absent.

PUBLIC FORUM: MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ON
ANY ITEM OF PUBLIC INTEREST THAT IS WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE
CITY; INCLUDES AGENDA AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS. NO ACTION WILL BE
TAKEN ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS. SPEAKERS ARE LIMITED TO A FIVE (5)
MINUTE PRESENTATION. DETAILED GUIDELINES ARE POSTED ON THE
COUNCIL CHAMBER INFORMATIONAL TABLE. No one came forward to speak and
the public forum was closed.

PARKS & RECREATION MANAGERS REPORT: Parks and Recreation Operations
Manager Cardoza informed the Commission that in District 4, the College Greens area,
Ronny's Landscape are trimming about 280 Chinese Hackberry trees. Cardoza
explained the annual injection process for white fly disease that these trees might get.
Cardoza addressed Kaljian's concern that this disease could kill the trees if not treated.
Cardoza also explained the City is doing their best to mitigate any landscaping losses
from the reduction of watering for the parks. The City has a water truck that has been
going out on a limited basis to water the areas that are suffering. Cardoza explained
that trees that are lost due to the drought will be added to a list and replaced this fall.



PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER REPORT: Absent.

COMMISSION MEMBER REPORTS:

COAKLEY: Absent.

KALJIAN: Kaljian understands that residents would like to see green grass in the parks
but grass takes a few months to grow back and it take several years to get mature
trees. He continues to say that the grass in the parks aren't looking green and lush right
now but he hopes that we are using more water on the trees and less on the grass if it
means keeping the trees alive. Kaljian was trying to remember where the sycamore
trees were a problem. He planted sycamores at his office parking lot that are thriving
and they provide wonderful shade and sometimes can live up to 100 years old. He
asked, "Is there a disease that affects sycamore trees?" Cardoza answered, "Not that I
know of, the main thing for sycamores is not to over water them because they are tough
trees." Spevak offered to help update the City's tree website whenever the Street and
Shade Tree List is updated. Spevak feels when residents want to plant trees that they
could see on the City's website. He suggested putting the top ten trees, along with
some information on each, that do well in our town.

MENEFEE: She hopes we can water the trees as much as possible. "It's nice to see a
little green and some shade." As she drives around town she notices the trees and
everything looks very nice. She wanted to say thanks again about the ivy that was
removed from the tree. When she spoke with the resident who had concern, they were
happy and said it looks very nice.

SPEVAK: Spevak explained he had spoken with a friend who has concern with the
trees, so he decided to write a column about trees and the drought. Spevak met with
Cardoza and O'Brien from the Parks Division and was impressed that the City was
planting trees that would have the best chance of survival. Spevak learned a lot and
understands that there are four trees that seem to handle our soil and heat which are
Pistache, Tallow, Zelkova and Redbud. Spevak talked to Fachin about the Street and
Shade Tree List. He understood that the City will soon be looking at and revising that
list. Spevak appreciates the fact the City isn't planting anymore Raywood Ash or
Bradford Pear trees. Spevak also discovered that the Parks Division doesn't have
augmentation in the budget, and that the budget has been decreased since the
recession and staff is very limited. After some discussion, Spevak hopes that with the
economy improving, the City will soon look at the Parks Division budget because the
City has roughly 42 parks to maintain with minimal staff. Spevak is hoping that the
column he will write will help residents understand that the Parks Division is doing
everything they can to maintain the parks in our town. Spevak requested putting the
Parks and Recreation Division Budget as an agenda item on the February Tree
Commission Meeting.



TIETJEN: Absent.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at the hour of 5:28 p.m.

APPROVED:

Thomas Kaljian, Chairperson

ATTEST:

Patricia Nelson, Secretary


