RESOLUTION NO. 6460
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF LOS BANOS, CALIFORNIA, ADJUSTING
THE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY COUNCIL
DISTRICTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH CALIFORNIA
ELECTIONS CODE §§ 21601-21609 AND
MUNICIPAL CODE § 2-2.102(c)
WHEREAS, in November 2014 the voters of the City of Los Banos adopted
Measure S, approving the change of the City's electoral system from an at-large to a "bydistrict" electoral system with a separately elected mayor; and
WHEREAS, the districts adopted thereby were used at the 2016, 2018, and 2020
elections; and
WHEREAS, California Elections Code§ 21601 requires each city that uses bydistrict elections to readjust those district boundaries in the year following the release of
a new Census, to ensure compliance with constitutional equal population requirements;
and
WHEREAS, the existing council districts have a "total deviation" of population
between the districts of 17 .86% based on the 2020 Census; and
WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court has held that a "total deviation"
exceeding 10% is presumptively unconstitutional; and
WHEREAS, state law has incorporated that standard; and
WHEREAS, changes in the Council districts are therefore required to bring the
districts back into balance; and
WHEREAS, the City has retained experienced legal counsel, and an experienced
redistricting/demographic consulting firm, National Demographics Corporation, to advise
it on the process of preparing a trustee area plan; and
WHEREAS, on February 3, 2021, the City Council received a presentation from
the City's retained special voting rights counsel regarding the redistricting process and
the legal and policy criteria governing redistricting; and
WHEREAS, on June 16, 2021, the Council approved a detailed timeline and work
plan for the redistricting process; and
·
WHEREAS, the City has maintained a detailed redistricting website as required by
law, redistrictlosbanos.org; and
WHEREAS, the City has provided notices and other materials in Spanish, and has
provided translation services upon request, as required by law; and
WHEREAS, the City has engaged in good-faith public outreach to community
groups and other interested parties as required by law; and
WHEREAS, the City made available to the public paper and online mapping tools
to permit them to submit draft maps if so desired; and
WHEREAS, on July 21, 2021, the Council conducted a duly noticed public hearing
at its regular council meeting to receive public testimony regarding the composition of the
districts; and
WHEREAS, the Census Bureau belatedly released the 2020 redistricting data files
on August 12, 2021; and
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WHEREAS, on August 18, 2021, the Council conducted a second duly noticed
public hearing at its regular council meetings to receive public testimony regarding the
composition of the districts; and
WHEREAS, the California Statewide Database released an "adjusted" version of
the Census redistricting data on September 21, 2021, as required by law, and a corrected
version of those adjusted data on September 27, 2021; and
WHEREAS, on December 15, 2021, the City's demographic consultant presented
an initial set of two draft council district plans (Draft A and Draft B), prepared according
to the criteria set forth in state law; and
WHEREAS, following the demographic consultant's presentation the Council
conducted a third duly-noticed public hearing regarding the draft maps, after which it
requested to see an additional map that made changes to Draft A to even out the border
between Districts 1 and 2, if possible; and
WHEREAS, on February 2, 2022, the City's demographic consultant presented the
initial set of two draft council district plans (Draft A and Draft B) plus an additional draft
map as requested by the Council (Draft A2); and
WHEREAS, following the demographic consultant's presentation the Council
conducted a fourth duly-noticed public hearing regarding the draft maps; and
WHEREAS, the Council has considered all public comments on the proposed
council district plans; and
WHEREAS, the populations in the proposed districts of Drafts A and B are
substantially equal in compliance with legal requirements but the proposed districts of
Draft A2 are not; and
WHEREAS, Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, 52 U.S.C. § 10301, prohibits the
use of any voting qualification, or prerequisite to voting, or standard, practice, or
procedure in a manner which results in a denial or abridgement of the right of any citizen
of the United States to vote on account of race or color, and Drafts A and B comply with
section 2 of the Voting Rights Act; and
WHEREAS, each Drafts A and B are drawn is geographically contiguous; and
WHEREAS, each of Drafts A and B seek to minimize the division of communities
of interest and neighborhoods to the extent possible; and
WHEREAS, each of Drafts A and B uses easily understandable boundaries, like
streets, natural and artificial barriers, and the boundaries of the City, to the extent
possible; and
WHEREAS, each of Drafts A and B is drawn to encourage geographical
compactness to the extent practicable; and
WHEREAS, the Council believes that the districts contained in proposed Draft B,
incorporated herein, best reflect these criteria and best serve the interests of the City and
the public at large;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS BANOS DOES
HEREBY RESOLVE, DECLARE, AND DETERMINE AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. All of the recitals set forth above are true and correct, and the District
Governing Board so finds and determines.
SECTION 2. Pursuant to California Elections Code section 21601 and Municipal
Code § 2-2.102(c), the City Council prefers the district boundaries in proposed Draft B,
attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and incorporated herein by this reference; believes that its
adoption would be serve the public interest of the City's residents and voters; and by this
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resolution hereby adopts the district boundaries in that Draft for use at the City's
November 2022 election and subsequent elections until a further re-alignment is required
pursuant to Elections Code § 21601 and Municipal Code § 2-2.102(c}, following the
release of the 2030 Census.
SECTION 3. That the City Manager and/or his designee shall take all actions
necessary to notify the Merced County Registrar's Office of the Council's determination
forthwith and provide whatever assistance may be required by the Registrar's Office to
implement the new lines.
SECTION 4. Because the new district plan may contain technical anomalies
caused by errors in the 2020 Census line files that do not substantively affect the
populations in the districts, the district boundaries, or the intent of this resolution, which
anomalies are not revealed until implementation begins, the City Manager and/or her
designee is authorized to make technical emendations to the new plan that do not
substantively affect the populations in the districts, the district boundaries, or the intent of
this resolution, and shall advise the Council of any such emendations that are found to
be required in plan implementation by the County Registrar's Office.
SECTION 5. The City Manager shall consult with legal counsel to resolve any legal
issues necessary to give effect to this Resolution.
SECTION 6. To the extent that the terms and provisions of this Resolution may
be inconsistent or in conflict with the terms or conditions of any prior City ordinance,
motion, resolution, rule or regulation governing the same subject, the terms of this
Resolution shall prevail with respect to the subject matter thereof.
SECTION 7. In interpreting this Resolution or resolving any ambiguity, this
Resolution shall be interpreted in a manner that effectively accomplishes its stated
purposes.
SECTION 8. If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or
portion of this Resolution, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the
decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity
of the remaining portions of this Resolution. The City Council of the City of Los Banos
hereby declares that it would have adopted this Resolution, and each section, subsection,
subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that
anyone or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or
portions thereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional.
SECTION 9. The City Clerk is directed to cause a copy of this Resolution to be
published in the official newspaper at least once within fifteen (15) days after its approval
by the Council.
The foregoing resolution was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council
of the City of Los Banos held on the 2nd day of February 2022, by Council Member Lewis
who moved for its adoption, which motion was duly seconded by Council Member
Llamas, and the Resolution was adopted by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

Council Members Jones, Lambert, Lewis, Llamas, Mayor Faria
None
None
APPROVED:

ATTEST:

~'c.,_oo,_

'-f . ~

Lucille L. Mallonee, City Clerk
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Exhibit A to Resolution No. 6460
(Map of City Council Districts- 2020 Census)
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